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Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Oldham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of 
Oldham  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1950. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  new  legislation  effecting  major  changes 
in  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The  rising  costs  of 
the  Service,  especially  those  of  the  curative  services  caused  considerable 
concern  and  a  halt  will  soon  be  called  to  the  mounting  expenditure  of  these 
services.  While  the  cry  of  extravagant  expenditure  is  being  raised,  and  in 
many  instances  rightly  so,  it  is  rather  disturbing  to  find  such  a  policy  is 
receiving  the  full  approval  of  the  Central  Authority.  In  September  of  last 
year  the  Clerk  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  forwarded  proposals  for 
the  modification  of  the  County  Ambulance  Service  proposals.  These  would 
terminate  the  agency  arrangements  with  the  Oldham  Corporation  and 
establish  a  new  station  in  the  Royton  area.  This  authority  made  objection 
to  the  Minister  to  these  proposals,  stating  that  in  the  interests  of  economy 
and  efficiency  there  should  be  a  co-ordinated  ambulance  service  with  the 
adjacent  health  authorities.  The  Minister  considered  the  observations,  but 
approved  the  proposals  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  These  proposals, 
if  and  when  effected,  can  only  result  in  increased  expenditure,  extravagant 
administration  and  unnecessary  wastage  of  man  power.  It  will  mean 
that  two  separate  ambulance  services  will  be  functioning  side  by  side  when 
one  would  suffice,  a  fantastic  and  ridiculous  situation! 

The  services  which  the  Local  Health  Authority  provide  under  Part  III 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  are  fully  described  in  the  Report.  It 
is  again  gratifying  to  report  that  an  efficient  dental  service  has  been 
provided  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  In  many  less  fortunate  areas 
dental  provision  for  the  priority  classed  has  ceased  to  exist,  or  is  a  mere 
skeleton  of  the  former  service.  The  day  nursery  accommodation  has  been 
extended  and  improved  by  the  opening  of  Honeywell  Lane  and  Haven  Lane 
Nurseries  each  of  which  will  accommodate  46  children.  Park  House 
Nursery  was  closed  in  October  with  few  regrets  as  it  was  far  below 
modern  standards.  The  Midwives  Service  and  the  Training  School  for 
Part  II  pupil  midwives  have  functioned  smoothly  and  efficiently. 
Examination  successes  were  achieved  by  all  the  students  and  great  credit 
must  be  given  to  the  hard  work  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Supervisor,  Miss 
M.  M.  Nugent.  The  Health  Visitors,  with  the  minimum  staff,  have 
perfomed  a  most  important  but  difficult  task.  The  Home  Nursing  Service 
experienced  serious  staffing  difficulties  and  it  was  not  possible  to  meet  all 
the  demands  on  the  service.  The  calls  on  the  Ambulance  Service  have 
continued  to  increase  but  no  difficulties  were  experienced.  The  hard  work 
and  foresight  of  the  Ambulance  Sub-Committee  is  now  bearing  fruit.  The 
Domestic  Help  Service  has  considerably  expanded  during  the  year,  the 
main  provision  being  for  old  people.  In  cases  of  sudden  illness,  an  urgent 
need  may  arise  if  the  patient  is  living  alone  and  in  these  circumstances 
the  provision  of  a  night  attendant  has  solved  a  real  problem.  The  Mental 
Health  Service  was  understaffed  throughout  the  year,  but  much  good  work 


was  performed  and  the  service  has  been  further  developed.  There  is  the 
closest  co-operation  with  the  hospital  authorities  and  the  appointment  of 
Dr.  Arthur  Pool  as  Consultant  Psychiatrist  should  open  a  new  era  in  this 
neglected  field. 

The  vital  statistics  apart  from  the  steady  fall  in  the  birth  rate  can  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  birth  rate  of  15.64  per  thousand  of  the 
population  compares  with  16.30  for  the  previous  year  and  has  steadily 
fallen  since  1947  when  a  peak  rate  of  21.48  was  reached.  The  death  rate 
of  14.38  compares  with  14.92  for  the  previous  year.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  of  35.38  per  thousand  live  births  is  the  lowest  rate  yet  recorded  and 
compares  with  29.9  for  England  and  Wales  and  41.71  for  the  previous  year. 
There  were  47  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  and  the  death  rate 
of  0.39  per  thousand  of  the  population  is  the  same  as  last  year.  There  was 
one  maternal  death  and  the  maternal  mortality  rate  of  0.52  compares  with 
1.49  for  the  previous  year. 

Full  details  regarding  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  are 
contained  in  the’  body  of  the  report.  It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  report  that 
diphtheria  achieved  a  new  low  record,  only  one  case  being  notified  and 
confirmed.  Poliomyelitis  was  prevalent  in  the  summer  months,  13  cases 
being  notified  and  confirmed.  In  addition  to  these  cases  one  death  was 
registered.  This  is  the  second  major  outbreak  that  Oldham  has  experienced 
in  recent  years,  the  last  being  in  1947  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  further 
outbreaks  will  occur  at  intervals. 

Cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in  Glasgow  in  March  and  in  Brighton  in 
December.  In  both  these  outbreaks  cases  and  deaths  occurred  among 
hospital  staff  and  other  personnel  who  should  have  been  protected  by 
recent  vaccination.  It  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  vaccinal  state  of  all 
personnel  who  might  come  into  contact  with  a  case  of  smallpox  should  be 
under  constant  review.  This  responsibility  is  fully  appreciated  and  , 
vaccination  and  re-vaccination  as  required  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
has  been  made  a  condition  of  service  for  certain  staff  of  the  Department. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staffing  .of  Westhulme  Hospital  and 
Dr.  A.  P.  Curran  has  continued  to  be  resident  at  the  hospital.  The 
Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  now  made  a  permanent  contract 
with  Dr.  J.  Starkie  for  his  services  to  continue  and  have  appointed  him 
Visiting  Medical  Officer.  This  is  a  most  satisfactory  arrangement  as  it~~ 
provides  a  link  between  the  curative  and  preventive  services  in  the  field  of 
infectious  diseases. 

Owing  to  the  acute  housing  shortage  and  the  restrictions  on  the 
building  of  new  houses  no  attack  can  be  made  on  slum  clearance.  It  is 
only  possible  to  deal  with  individual  houses  which  are  considered  to  be  in 
a  dangerous  and  hopelessly  dilapidated  condition.  There  are  still  over 
2,000  back-to-back  and  single  type  houses  in  the  Borough  and  hundreds  of 
other  insanitary,  houses  which  should  have  been  demolished  years  ago. 
The  Borough  extension,  which  was  granted  primarily  because  of  the 
housing  needs  of  the  Borough,  should  result  in  more  rapid  progress  in  the 
building  of  new  houses  for  which  there  is  an  urgent  need.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  2,456  families  requiring  re-housing  on  the  waiting  list 
of  the  Housing  Manager. 


Atmospheric  pollution  due  to  industrial  and  domestic  smoke  continues. 
Many  authorities  in  recent  years  have  obtained  special  powers  under  Local 
Acts  to  deal  with  this  problem.  This  Authority  has  made  no  such  progress. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  amount  of  atmospheric  pollution  from  factory 
chimneys  is  excessive,  but  unless  there  is  some  deterrent,  or  public  opinion 
is  aroused,  this  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  will  continue.  Under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  a  local  authority  may  make  bye-laws  regulating 
the  emission  of  smoke  and  in  1937  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  model 
bye-laws  for  adoption.  In  October  of  last  year  the  Health  Committee 
agreed  in  principle  to  adopt  these  bye-laws  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  The  Ministry  subsequently  requested  the  Council  to 
consider  deferral  of  adoption  of  the  model  bye-laws  and  in  July  the  Health 
Committee  agreed  to  this  suggestion. 

t 

This  Authority  has  for  many  years  supported  the  National  Smoke 
Abatement  Society.  Under  the  auspices  of  this  Society  a  “  Fuel  Efficiency 
in  Industry  and  Home  Exhibition  ”  was  held  in  Manchester  in  November. 
The  exhibition  lasted  two  weeks  and  was  well  patronised  by  the  general 
public  and  trade  interests.  A  series  of  scientific  meetings  were  arranged, 
one  being  a  Joint  Meeting  of  the  North  Western  Branch  of  the  Society  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  North  Western  Centre  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Association.  At  this  meeting  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
read  a  paper  on  “  Smoke  and  Health.” 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  medical  staff  during  the  year  and 
we  still  retain  the  services  of  experienced  medical  officers,  but  when  staff 
changes  do  occur  we  may  have  difficulty  in  obtaining  medical  officers  as 
recruits  to  the  Public  Health  Service  are  few.  In  December  the  award  of 
the  Industrial  Court  was  announced  and  new  salary  scales  became 
operative  for  Public  Health  Medical  Officers. 

In  May  Councillors  G.  Angus  Taylor  and  A.  Hailwood  ceased  to  be 
members  of  the  Health  Committee.  Councillor  Taylor,  who  joined  the 
Committee  in  December,  1939,  was  always  a  very  active  member.  He  was 
Deputy  Chairman  for  the  years  1945/47  and  Chairman  or  Deputy  Chairman 
of  the  General  Hospital  Sub-Committee  for  the  years  1940/47.  Councillor 
Hailwood  joined  the  Committee  in  November,  1940.  These  members  during 
their  long  period  of  service  have  been  associated  with  many  changes  and 
advances  in  the  services  provided  by  the  Committee.  Councillor  D.  L.  Lees 
ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  Council  in  May.  He  joined  the  Committee 
in  May,  1948,  and  was  Chairman  of  the  Home  Nursing  Sub-Committee  for 
the  year  1949/50.  In  December  Councillor  Whnifred  C.  Kirkman,  who 
joined  the  Committee  in  November,  1947,  left  the  town.  I  wish  to  record 
my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  these  members  have  always  afforded  me. 

I  wish  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal  service  during  a 
busy  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  T.  CHALMERS  KEDDIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
(from  22nd  May,  1350) 

Chairman: 

Alderman  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.,  F.C.C.S.' 


Deputy  Chairman: 
Councillor  G.  Halbert  J 


The  Mayor: 


Alderman  Ernest  Kershaw,  J.P. 


Councillor  J.  A.  Arthurs,  J.P.  w 
Councillor  J.  Bradley  J 
Councillor  W.  Buckley< 


Councillor  D.  C.  Hanson. 
Councillor  Winifred  C.  Kirkman 
Councillor  C.  Turner  x 


Non-Council  Members: 


M.  Strang,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  ^ 

Mrs.  G.  Morrell,  J.P.  v" 

Vacancy. 


Alderman  F.  Lord.  O.B.E.,  J.P.  ’ 
Mrs.  T.  Rothwell  / 

i  '^Kcu- 


a- 


N 


a 


I A  TERNIT  Y  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SUBCOMMITTEE 


Chairman : 

Alderman  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.,  F.C.C.S. 

Deputy  Chairman: 

Councillor  G.  Halbert 

The  Mayor  Councillor  D.  C.  Hanson 

Councillor  J.  A.  Arthurs,  J.P.  Councillor  Winifred  C.  Kirkman  V 

Councillor  W.  Buckley  <  Councillor  C.  Turner  V 

Non-Council  Members: 

/  ✓ 
M.  Strang,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  s  Alderman  F.  Lord,  O.B.E.,  J.P. 

Mrs.  G.  Morrell,  J.P.  J  Mrs.  T.  Rothwell  I'w— -  4 

Vacancy. 


HOME  NURSING  SUB-COMMITTEE 

Chairman: 

Councillor  W.  Buckley 

The  Mayor  '  Councillor  G.  Halbert 

Alderman  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.  Councillor  D.  C.  Hanson 

Councillor  J.  Bradley  >  Councillor  Winifred  C.  Kirkman 

Councillor  C.  Turner 

Non-Council  Members: 

Miss  M.  Lees 
Miss  F.  Brierley 
Mr.  T.  E.  C.  Crozier 


Miss  E.  Goode 

M.  Strang,  Esq..  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Mrs.  P.  Dunkerley. 
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AMBULANCE  SUB  COMMITTEE 
Chairman: 

Councillor  G.  Halbert 

The  Mayor  Councillor  W.  Buckley 

Alderman  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.  Councillor  D.  C.  Hanson 

Councillor  J.  Bradley  Councillor  C.  Turner 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SUB  COMMITTEE 

Chairman:. 

Councillor  J.  A.  Arthurs,  J.P. 

% 

The  Mayor  Councillor  W.  Buckley 

Alderman  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.  Councillor  G.  Halbert 

Councillor  J.  Bradley  Councillor  D.  C.  Hanson 

Councillor  C.  Turner 

Non-Council  Mcynbers: 

Miss  I.  M.  Brislee  Alderman  F.  Lord,  O.B.E.,  J.P. 

Rev.  G.  R.  Lloyd  Mrs.  G.  Morrell,  J.P. 


7 


STAFF 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer: — 

J.  T.  Chalmers  Keddie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Senior  School  Medical  Officers : 
John  Starkie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Alexander  P.  Buchan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Of ficers  of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers: 

Edna  Circuitt,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Andrew  P.  Curran,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Walter  P.  B.  Stonehouse,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Dental  Officer: 

James  Fenton,  L.D.S. 

Assistant  Dental  Officers: 

Geoffrey  C.  Kent,  L.D.S.  (to  24-5-50) 

David  J.  Franks,  L.D.S. 

Joseph  H.  Woolley,  L.D.S. 


Consultants: 


A.  H.  Barber,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.P . 

R.  M.  Maher,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.P . 

E.  Gostynski,  M.D. (Berlin),  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.M. 

(to  31-10-50)  . 

Arthur  Pool,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.M.  (from  1-12-50) 


..Obstetrician 

......Physician 

..Psychiatrist 

..Psychiatrist 


Chest  Physician: 

Henry  S.  Bagshaw,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Public  Analyst: 

S.  Ernest  Melling,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

Deputy  Public  Analyst: 

T.  W.  Lovett,  F.R.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : 

Harold  V.  Cass 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : 

John  Brook 

Sanitary  Insj)ectors: 

J.  Crosdale,  J.  McKenna,  H.  Shaw,  E.  C.  Elford,  F.  Bailey  (to  31-3-50), 
F.  W.  Welsby  (to  4-6-50),  D.  Eckerslcy,  T.  Boardman,  D.  G.  Russell 
(from  26-6-50),  L.  Moorhouse  (from  19-6-50),  S.  Robinson  (from  4-9-50). 

Lay  Administrative  Officer: 

T.  P.  McKniff 
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Chief  Clerk: 

Miss  M.  Royle 

Ambulance  Officer: 

W.  E.  Cooke 

Mental  Health  Visitors 

and  Duly  Authorised  Officers: 

Albert  White  (Senior),  Mrs:  E.  Whitehead  (to  25-3-50),  Miss  J.  H.  Pick 
(from  17-4-50),  Dennis  G.  Pickles,  B. A. (Cantab)  (from  4-12-50) 

Psychiatric  Social  Worker: 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Hancock  (to  12-8-50) 

Supervisor  of  Occupation  Centre: 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Worfolk 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor 

and  Superintendent  School  Nurse: 

Mrs.  C.  Houghton 

Deputy  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 

and  Deputy  Superintendent  School  Nurse: 

Miss  I.  Watson 

Health  Visitors/School  Nurses: 

Miss  A.  W.  Moordaff  (Senior),  Mrs.  H.  Emmott,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Robinson 
(nee  Taylor),  Miss  C.  Williamson,  Mrs.  C.  Smith,  Miss  A.  Cadman 
(to  9-6-50),  Mrs.  M.  J.  Griffiths  (nee  Newman),  Miss  J.  R.  McLeod 
(to  30-4-50),  Miss  C.  Briggs,  Mrs.  M.  Collins  (to  31-10-50), 
Miss  C.  Poole,  Miss  M.  Barnes,  Miss  E.  Johnson  (to  31-12-50), 
Miss  M.  Parry  (to  31-3-50),  Miss  E.  J.  Thompson  (from  1-7-50), 
Miss  M.  Barker  (from  18-5-50),  Miss  M.  E.  Strain  (from  11-10-50). 

School  Nurses: 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Willmott  (Senior),  Miss  C.  Wild,  Miss  E.  E.  Williams. 

Lay  Supervisor  of  Midwives: 

Miss  M.  M.  Nugent 

Assistant  Superintendents : 

Miss  B.  Holland  (Senior),  Miss  W.  Lister 

Municipal  Midwives:  * 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Walshe,  Mrs.  I.  Hartley,  Miss  M.  Bennett,  Mrs.  M.  Barrett 
(nee  Partington),  Mrs.  S.  A.  Pugh,  Miss  M.  I.  Morris  (to  30-4-50), 
Miss  M,  Foster,  Mrs.  N.  Davies  (Part-Time),  Miss  M.  Lancaster  (from 
1-4-50),  Miss  J.  L.  Walker  (from  27-3-50),  Miss  J.  M.  Livesey  (from 

20-6-50),  Mrs.  E.  Kidder  (from  1-2-50). 
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Superintendent  of  District  Nurses: 

Miss  C.  Bonsall 

Assistant  Superintendent  of  District  Nurses: 

Miss  A.  O’Connell  (to  16-5-50) 

District  Nurses: 

Miss  J.  A.  Baker  (to  9-8-50),  Miss  A.  A.  Murray,  Mrs.  A.  Schofield, 
Miss  A.  Tulley,  Mrs.  A.  Stewart  (to  27-9-50),  Miss  F.  Pountney 
(to  14-1-50),  Mrs.  M.  Eccles  (from  11-10-50),  Mr.  F.  P.  Earnshaw, 
Mr.  E.  L.  Taylor,  Mr.  S.  Harrop  (from  11-9-50). 

Domestic  Help  Organiser: 

Mrs.  M.  Cleverley,  B. A. (Admin)  (nee  Haydock)  (to  27-4-50) 

Mrs.  M.  McGough  (from  6-6-50) 


* 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

General  Statistics 

Area  in  Statute  Acres  (1931  census)  . . .  4,735 

Enumerated  Population  (1931  census)  .  140,314 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (middle  of  1950)  119,500 

Density  of  Population,  i.e.,  number  of  persons  per 

acre  (whole  Borough)  . .  25 

Number  of  Houses  in  the  Borough,  December,  1950 — 

(a)  Permanent  .  41,296 

(b)  Temporary  (prefabricated)  .  350 

- 41,646 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1950 — 

(a)  Permanent 

(i)  by  local  authority  .  133 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  .  36 

- —  169 

(b)  Temporary  (prefabricated) 

(i)  by  local  authority  .  — 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  .  — 

Rateable  Value  (March,  1950)  .  £693,234 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (March,  1950)  .  £2,747 

Total  number  of  persons  on  doctors’  lists  in  the  Borough 

at  1-1-51  .  122,080 

Number  of  marriages  during  1950  .  1,135 

Persons  married  per  thousand  of  population  .  9.49 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  (Males  1,012;  Females  857)  .  1,869 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  .  15.64 

Stillbirths  (Males  21;  Females  26)  .  47 

Stillbirths  rate  per  1,000  births  .  24.53 

Deaths  (Males  819;  Females  899)  .  1,718 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  .  14.38 

Maternal  Deaths  . -. .  1 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  .  0.52 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  . .  66 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  35.31 

% 

Other  Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  estimated  population— 

Tuberculosis : 

(a)  All  forms  .  0.39  + 

(b)  Pulmonary  .  0.326 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . .* .  2.35 

Cancer  . : .  2.33 

Smallpox,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever, 

Whooping  Cough,  and  Diphtheria  .  0.02 
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SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Oldham  is  situated  in  the  County  of  Lancashire  on  the  south-western 
slopes  of  the  Pennines.  Its  highest  point  is  1,225ft.  and  its  lowest  350ft. 
above  sea  level. 

Cotton  spinning  and  textile  engineering  are  the  main  industries.  Other 
industries  include  the  manufacture  of  radio  and  other  electrical  equipment. 
There  are  numerous  light  industries  now  established  in  the  town, 
manufacture  of  bedding,  leather  goods,  biscuits,  etc.  There  is  one  colliery 
in  the  town  and  one  on  the  Borough  boundary.  During  the  year  trade  has 
been  brisk,  with  a  heavy  demand  for  labour  in  all  industries,  particularly 
for  female  labour  in  the  cotton  mills,  which  it  is  impossible  to  meet. 

In  July  the  Oldham  Extension  Act,  1950,  received  Royal  Assent.  The 
Act,  which  becomes  operative  on  the  1st  April,  1951,  extends  the  Borough 
boundary  to  include  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Alt,  Bardsley  and  Woodhouses 
in  the  area  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  The  extension  has  primarily 
been  granted  because  of  the  housing  needs  of  the  Borough  and  when  the 
added  areas  have  been  fully  developed  it  is  anticipated  that  over  three 
thousand  houses  will  have  been  provided.  The  Housing  Committee 
have  already  built  and  are  building  houses  in  part  of  the  Limeside  area 
which  is  affected  by  the  extension.  The  estimated  population  to  be 
transferred  is  1,400,  1,200  being  on  the  new  housing  estate  of  the 
Corporation  and  200  in  Limehurst  proper. 

Area  and  Population 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  4,735  acres. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough  at 
the  middle  of  1950  is  119,500. 


Rateable  Value 

The  rateable  value  on  the  31st  March,  1950,  was  £693,234,  and  the  sum 
represented  by  a  penny  rate  £2,747.9682. 

Unem  p  Ioy  men  t 

The  figures  shown  in  the  table  on  page  12  are  the  numbers  of  persons 
wholly  unemployed  or  temporarily  stopped,  registered  during'  each  month 
of  the  year.  These  have  been  supplied  by  the  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange. 


UNEMPLOYED  REGISTER 
1st  January  to  31st  December,  1950. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Births  Registered 

'  (a)  Live  Births  : 

There  were  2,946  live  births  (1,574  males  and  1,372  females)  registered 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  After  correction  for  inward  (42)  and 
outward  (1,119)  transferable  births,  the  net  total  of  births  is  1,869  (1,012 
males  and  857  females).  The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  94  or  5.03 
per  cent  of  the  total  live  births. 

\  -  ‘  .  ' 

(b)  Stillbirths: 

During  the  year  79  stillbirths  were  registered.  After  being  adjusted 
by  inward  and  outward  transfers,  the  number  is  47. 

Births  Notified 

During  the  year,  1,892  notifications  of  births  were  received  relating  to 
1,846  live  births  and  46  stillbirths.  In  addition,  1,154  notifications  were 
received  which  were  transferred  to  other  authorities  concerned.  The  2,964 
live  and  82  stillbirths  were  notified  by:  — 


Midwives  .  3,041 

Doctors  .  5 


In  addition  one  birth  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department 
through  the  local  registrar’s  returns. 

Marriages 

There  were  1,135  marriages  during  the  year,  the  rate  per  thousand  of 
the  population  being  9.49.  In  1949  the  number  of  marriages  was  1,174. 

Deaths 

During  the  year  2,114  deaths  (1,043  males  and  1,071  females)  were 
registered  in  the  Borough.  After  correction  for  inward  (107)  and  outward 
(503)  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total  deaths  is  1,718  (819  males  and  899 
females),  a  decrease  of  81  on  the  total  for  1949. 

Of  the  1,718  deaths,  639  (or  37.19  per  cent)  occurred  in  one  or  other  of 


the  following  Institutions:  — 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  .  247 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  .  218 

Oldham  Royal  Infirmary  .  97 

Westhulme  Hospital  .  8 

Strinesdale  Sanatorium  .  8 

Dr.  Kershaw’s  Cottage  Hospital  .  8 

Woodfield  Maternity  Home  .  1 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  . : .  7 

Salford  Royal  Infirmary  .  2 

Christie's  Hospital  .  7 

Royal  Manchester  Children’s  Hospital,  Pendlebury  ...  3 

Ancoats  Hospital  .  2 

Northern  Hospital,  Manchester  . '. .  1 
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District  Infirmary,  Ashton-under-Lyne  .  1 

Lake  Hospital,  Ashton-under-Lyne  . , .  1 

Birch  Hill  Hospital,  Rochdale  .  2 

Mental  Hospitals  .  13 

Mental  Deficiency  Institutions  .  1 

Crossley  Sanatorium  .  1 

Other  Hospitals  .  11 


Of  the  total  deaths  1,065  (or  61.99  per  cent)  occurred  in  persons  aged 
65  years  or  over. 

The  following  arc  the  chief  causes  of  death  in  accordance  with  the 
International  Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of 


Death,  1948  :  — 

Tuberculosis  .  47 

Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  .  278 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 188 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .  130 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .  61 

Other  Heart  Disease  .  332 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  .  93 

Pneumonia  . 79 

Bronchitis  .  177 

Suicide  .  19 

Motor  Vehicle,  other  accidents,  homicide,  and 

operations  of  war  .  39 


These  groups  of  diseases  represent  1,443  deaths  occurring  during  the 
year,  or  83.99  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  registered. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  1950 
Deaths  from  staled  causes  and  various  ages  under  one  year. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  BOROUGH  FOR  THE  YEAR  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 
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12()  Great  Towns 

Birkenhead 

Burnley  ... 

Bury 

Halifax  ... 
Huddersfield 
Liverpool 
Manchester 

Oldham . 

Preston  ...  ... 

Rochdale 

Salford  ...  ... 

St.  Helens 
Stockport 

Wallasey 

Wigan 
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Not  available. 


Maternal  Mortality 


During  the  year  there  were  three  deaths  attributed  to  pregnancy  or 

associated  with  childbirth.  Of  these,  one  was  a  true  maternal  death, 

giving  a  maternal  mortality  rate  of  0.52  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths. 
The  cause  of  death  as  stated  on  the  death  certificate  in  each  case  was  as 
follows  :: — 

"  A  ” — Deaths  due  to  Sepsis  . . .  0 

“  B  ” — Deaths  due  to  Other  Puerperal  Causes  1 

Case  No.  1.  Age  28. 

I.  (a)  Eclampsia. 

(b)  Pre-eclamptic  Toxaemia. 

(c)  Pregnancy.  P.M. 

“  C  ” — Deaths  associated  with  Pregnancy  . *  2 


Case  No.  2.  Age  23. 

I.  (a)  Mitral  Stenosis. 

(b)  Pregnancy  and  Delivery. 

II.  Delivered  of  living  full-term  female  infant. 

Case  No.  3.  Age  32. 

I.  (a)  Pulmonary  Ipi  ct.  ,  . 


II. 


(b)  Myocardi 

(c)  Rheurrm 

Pregnancy. 


ailure. 
Carditis. 


Infantile  Mortality 


There  were  106  deaths  (58  males  and  48  females)  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  registered  in  the  Borough.  After  correction  for  inward  (3) 
and  outward  (43)  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total  of  infant  deaths  is  66 
(39  males  and  27  females),  a  decrease  of  16  on  the  total  for  1949.  Of  the 
66  infant  deaths,  one  was  that  of  an  illegitimate  child,  and  35  occurred  in 
infants  under  four  weeks  old,  equivalent  to  a  neo-natal  mortality  of  18.73 
per  1,000  births. 


The  following  table  shows  the  neo-natal  and  infantile  mortality  during 
the  last  five  years,  together  with  five-year  averages  from  1935: —  - 


Infant 

Deaths 

under 

Year  1  month 

Average  5  yrs. — 1935-1939  60 

Average  5  yrs. — 1940-1944  47 

1945  . 47 

1946  . 47 

1947  .  69 

1948  . 55 

1949  .  51 

Average  5  yrs. — 1945-1949  54 

1950  .  35 


Neo-Natal 
Mortality 
rate  per  1.000 
births 

35.75 

Infant 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

107 

Infantile 
Mortality 
rate  per  1,000 
births 
64.68 

26.86 

109 

62.48 

24.75 

96 

50.55 

22.05 

92 

43.15 

26.45 

147 

58.03 

24.57 

104 

46.47 

25.94 

82 

41.71 

.  24.75 

104 

47.98 

18.73 

66 

35.31 
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Table  of  Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  the  year,  1950. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

\ ILL  CAUSES  . 

M 

819 

39 

2 

4 

4 

10 

17 

17 

67 

174 

273 

212 

F 

899 

27 

3 

1  3 

7 

12 

16 

34 

88 

129 

285 

295 

1  Tuberculosis — Respiratory  ... 

M 

‘23 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

... 

2 

5 

4 

5 

5 

1 

... 

F 

10 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

2 

4 

4 

i 

... 

4 

... 

2  Tuber  ulosis — Other  forms  ... 

M 

3 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

•  .  . 

.  .  .* 

... 

i 

•  .  . 

1 

.  .  • 

F 

5 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

1 

3 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2  Syphilitic  Disease  . 

M 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

i 

O 

X 

... 

1 

F 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  * 

4  Diphtheria 

M 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

... 

... 

•  .. 

F 

•  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

... 

5  Whooping  Cough 

M 

F 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6  Meningococcal  Infections 

M 

»  .  . 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

F 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

. . . 

... 

.  .  • 

... 

T  Acute  Poliomyelitis.  ... 

M 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

F 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

... 

r 

... 

•  •  < 

.  .  . 

8  Measles 

M 

.  .  . 

... 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

F 

2 

.  .  • 

«  .  . 

... 

1 

1 

•  •  . 

•  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

9  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

M 

1 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .« 

•  .  . 

.  . 

1 

..  .  . 

Diseases  ...  # 

F 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

.  .. 

10  MJignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

M 

32 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

4 

9 

11 

7 

F- 

.31 

*  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

3. 

5 

15 

6 

11  Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung 

M 

39 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

12 

6 

9 

2 

Bronchus 

F 

» 

... 

... 

... 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

i 

3 

2 

2 

I 

12  .Malignant  Neoplasm— Breast 

M 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

F 

3U 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

•  .  . 

1 

4 

4 

8 

10 

3 

13  Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

M 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

F 

18 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

3 

5 

6 

2 

14  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

M 

65 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

6 

0 

32 

17 

Neoplasms 

F 

03 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

1 1 

17 

23 

10 

la  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

M 

3 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

i 

... 

2 

... 

F 

9 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  » 

i 

... 

1 

•  .  . 

10  Diabetes 

M 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  ♦ 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

...  • 

i 

... 

... 

1 

* 

F 

5 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

i 

1 

1 

2 

17  Wcular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

M 

i  O 

1 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

4 

14 

32 

24 

System  .. 

F 

113 

•  .  • 

.  .  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4 

8 

17 

42 

41 

18  Coronary  Diseases,  Angina 

M 

4  7 

•  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

s 

4 

29 

27 

14 

F 

53 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

1 

12 

24 

15 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart 

M 

29 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

... 

•  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

7 

15 

4 

Disease  ... 

F 

32 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

5 

11 

12 

20  Other  Heart  Diseases  ... 

M 

12K 

.  .. 

... 

2 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

8 

16 

41 

59 

F 

204 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

3 

r - 
/ 

19 

19 

C6 

89 

21  Cither  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

M 

43 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

11 

12 

18 

F 

50 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4 

3 

10 

32 

22  Influenza 

M 

8 

•  .  • 

•  . . 

1 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

9 

1 

9 

A. 

1 

F 

l 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

... 

... 

... 

... , 

... 

... 

1 

23  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  • 

M 

48 

8 

.  .  • 

1 

.. . 

. 

... 

i 

2 

11 

20 

5 

F 

31 

4 

1 

- ... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

.  4 

9 

9 

24  Bronchitis 

M 

101 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

0 

36 

35 

23 

F 

70 

.  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

l 

3 

16 

26 

29 

-a  Other  Diseases  e.f  Respiratory 

M 

9 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

System  ... 

F 

4 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

l 

o 

... 

1 

2 

20  1  her  of  Stomach  and  Duo- 

M 

12 

.  •  . 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

denum  ... 

F 

4 

. 

... 

_ 

... 

3 

1 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea 

M 

8 

5 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

1 

1 

F 

4 

4 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

M 

8 

... 

•  .  • 

... 

i 

... 

... 

i 

1 . 

3 

2 

... 

F 

9 

4 

... 

i 

i 

3 

o 

i 

1 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

M 

13 

*  •  « 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  .  . 

I 

p* 

i 

5 

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

F 

t 

.  •  . 

... 

..  . 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

A.  • 

... 

M 

F 

1 

1 

31  Congenital  Malformations 

M 

7 

5 

•  .  » 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

32  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined 

F 

4 

O 

i 

... 

1 

... 

M 

62 

17 

1 

3 

o 

4 

7 

11 

17 

Diseases 

F 

94 

12 

2 

o 

o 

i 

3 

11 

ii 

18 

32 

33  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M 

4 

... 

l 

1 

i 

... 

1 

24  All  other  Accidents 

F 

o 

i 

... 

1 

. 

... 

M 

14 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

... 

f> 

5 

35  Suicide  ... 

F 

18 

4 

1 

1 

1 

■ 

4 

7 

M 

8 

... 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

1 

i 

3 

i 

30  Homicide  and  Operations  of 

F 

M 

11 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

o 

6 

... 

War 

F 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

i 


20 

SECTION  I 

HOSPITAL  AND  SPECIALIST  SERVICES 

MANCHESTER  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

The  hospital  and  specialist  services  are  provided  through  the 
Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Board  to 
provide  a  fully  specialised  service  and  such  a  service  is  gradually  being 
built  up. 

The  Board  have  appointed  consultants  to  the  Oldham  Hospital  Group 
in  almost  all  the  major  specialities  and  it  is  especially  gratifying  to  record 
the  appointment  of  a  Consultant  Psj^chiatrist.  His  services  are  divided 
between  the  Oldham  and  Rochdale  Hospital  Groups  and  Prestwich  Hospital, 
but  as  this  very  necessary  service  develops  it  is  hoped  that  his 
commitments  will  be  reduced  and  that  more  of  his  time  will  be  allocated 
to  the  Oldham  hospitals.  There  is  an  urgent  need  for  a  Consultant 
Paediatrician  in  the  area.  The  Board  are  alive  to  this  problem  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  an  appointment  will  be  made  in  the  forthcoming  year. 

A  domiciliary  specialist  service  has  been  established  by  the  Board  to 
assist  the  family  doctor  and  the  patient  when  the  patient’s  condition  makes 
it  impossible  for  him  or  her  to  be  referred  to  the  out-patient  or  in-patient 
departments  of  a  hospital  for  diagnosis  or  treatment.  During  the  year  a 
revised  list  of  specialists  who  are  available  to  be  called  upon,  was  issued 
by  the  Board  to  all  general  practitioners  in  the  area. 

Alderman  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.,  F.C.C.S.,  Chairman  of  the  Health 
Committee,  is  a  member  of  the  Board,  having  been  appointed  by  the 
Minister  for  a  period  of  three  years  ending  31st  March,  1952. 

UNITED  MANCHESTER  HOSPITALS 

This  is  the  designated  teaching  group  for  the  area  and  comprises  the 
following : — - 

The  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. 

The  Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospitals  for  Women  and  Children. 

The  Dental  Hospital  of  Manchester. 

The  Manchester  Foot  Hospital. 

These  hospitals,  and  other  hospitals  in  the  Manchester  and  Salford 
area  are  utilised  by  Oldham  residents  for  the  more  specialised  services. 

Councillor  G.  Halbert,  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  is 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  having  been  re-appointed  by  the 
Minister  for  a  period  of  three  years  ending  31st  March,  1953. 

OLDHAM  AND  DISTRICT  HOSPITAL  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE. 

GROUP  11 

The  following  members  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  are  members 
of  the  Management  Committee:  — 

For  the  period  ending  ^ 

31st  March,  1951 — Alderman  F.  Lord,  O.B.E.,  J.P.  (Chairman). 

Councillor-  G.  Halbert. 

31st  March,  1952 — Alderman  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.,  F.C.C.S. 

31st  March,  1953 — Alderman  A.  Hailwood. 

Alderman  A.  Tweedale. 
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I  tin  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Barnett,  Secretary  of  the  Oldham  and 
f>,-trict  Hospital  Management  Committee,  for  the  details  contained  in  the 
following  report:  — 

The  Oldham  and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  is 
r,  . sensible  for  the  following  hospitals,  dispensaries  and  clinics  and  as  the 

nt  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board,  undertakes  their  day  to 
day  administration: — < 

Oklham  Royal  Infirmary :  This  is  a  general  hospital  of  200  beds  with 
v  jrgical,  orthopaedic,  ophthalmic  and  aural  beds,  a  limited  number  of 
medical  and  gynaecological  beds  and  a  children’s  ward.  There  is  a 
rehabilitation  unit  associated  with  the  orthopaedic  department,  to  which 
other  cases  can  also  be  referred. 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital :  This  is  a  general  hospital  of  390 
beds  with  medical,  surgical,  paediatric  and  gynaecological  beds,  an 
mte-natal  clinic  and  a  large  maternity  unit.  The  total  accommodation  for 
maternity  cases  is  121  beds.  A  treatment  centre  is  provided  for  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases. 

o 

There  were  eight  beds  available  in  the  hospital  for  private  patients. 
In  the  maternity  unit  there  are  16  amenity  beds,  patients  being  charged  6/- 
per  day  for  a  single  bedded  ward  and  3/-  per  day  for  beds  in  other  wards. 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  :  The  premises  comprising  the 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  were  formerly  the  Westwood  Park 
Institution.  Part  of  the  accommodation  has  been  designated  for  hospital 
use  and  provides  422  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  and  210  beds  for  mental 
cases.  Certain  premises  were  unsuited  for  hospital  purposes. and  continued 
to  be  used  by  the  Welfare  Services  Committee  to  provide  accommodation 
under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act. 

The  Strinesdale  Sanatorium  :  The  Sanatorium  provides  accommodation 
for  57  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis — 55  being  in  the 
main  ward,  and  two  in  separate  chalets. 

* 

The  Racefield  Hospital,  Chadderton  :  This  hospital,  which  is  situated 
in  Chadderton,  provides  52  beds  for  female  patients  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Westhulme  Hospital :  This  hospital  provides  accommodation  for 
patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases.  According  to  Ministry  of 
Health  standards  the  accommodation  available  is  85  beds. 

Throughout  the  year  only  two  wards  with  a  total  accommodation  of 
43  beds  and  a  cubicle  ward  of  14  beds,  were  in  use. 

The  Woodfield  Maternity  Home:  This  is  a  general  practitioner 
maternity  home  with  20  amenity  beds,  patients  being  charged  6/-  per  day 
for  a  single  bedded  ward  and  3/-  per  day  for  beds  in  other  wards, 

J>r.  Kershaw’s  Cottage  Hospital,  Royton:  This  is  a  general 
practitioner  hospital  situated  in  Royton  and  provides  accommodation  for 
20  patients. 

The  Dispensary,  Barker  Street :  These  premises  are  available  for  the 
use  of  Oldham  residents.  Patients  continue  to  be  referred  to  Boundary' 
Park  General  Hospital  for  X-ray  examination. 
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The  Dispensary,  Brook  Street,  Chadilerton :  This  dispensary  is 
situated  in  Chaddcrton  and  is  used  by  patients  from  the  adjacent  county 
area. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Gainsborough  Avenue  :  This  clinic  also  provides 
facilities  for  physiotherapy  and  artificial  sunlight.  Cases  are  referred  for 
treatment  from  the  school  clinics,  child  welfare  centres  and  by  private 
practitioners. 

THE  HARGRAVES  CONVALESCENT  HOME 

This  home,  providing  28  beds,  usually  known  as  “  The  Nook,”  is 
situated  in  Saddleworth  and  is  administered  by  the  Huddersfield  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  21  beds  being  available  for  patients  from  the 
Oldham  hospitals. 


EMERGENCY  MATERNITY  UNIT 

An  Emergency  Maternity  Unit  operates  from  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  and  is  available  to  all  general  practitioners  in  the  area. 


PATHOLOGICAL  SERVICES 

The  majority  of  the  pathological  and  bacteriological  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  is  undertaken  in  the  laboratories  at  Boundary  Park 
General  Hospital  and  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary.  Certain  examinations,' 
e.g.,  ice  cream  and  water,  are  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester. 

NURSING  HOMES 

There  are  no  registered  nursing  homes  in  the  Borough. 

OLDHAM  AND  DISTRICT  HEALTH  SERVICES 
CONTRIBUTORY  ASSOCIATION 

The  following  information  is  given  by  courtesy  of  Mr.  Edgar  Ormerod, 
Secretary  Administrator  of  the  Association:  — 

The  Oldham  and  District  Health  Services  Contributory  Association  is 
a  voluntary  association  whose  object  is  to  enable  contributors  to  provide  by 
means  of  a  small  weekly  payment,  convalescent  treatment,  physiotherapy 
in  the  home  and  also  to  obtain  financial  assistance  towards  expenses  for 
surgical  appliances,  dentures,  optics  and  the  like.  Assistance  is  also  given 
towards  payment  for  domestic  help,  prevention  of  illness,  care  and 
after-car,  and  the  provision  of  sick  room  and  invalid  equipment.  There 
is  no  income  limit  for  contributors.  The  rates  of  contribution  are  la.  per 
week  for  a  single  person  and  2d.  per  week  for  a  married  person.  Such 
contribution  entitles  the  member,  his  wife,  and  his  or  her  children  up  to 
school  leaving  age,  to  receive  the  benefits  of  the  scheme,  but  docs  not 
entitle  any  other  person  or  persons  dependent  on  the  member  to  receive 
the  benefits.  Such  persons  may  become  members  of  the  scheme  by 
payment  of  the  recognised  contribution. 
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During  the  year  the  Association  provided  the  following  benefits  to 
...  nlbcrs  resident  in  the  Borough  and  the  adjacent  districts:  — 


Mobile  Physiotherapy  Service  . . : .  332 

Convalescent  Home  Service  ..' .  269 

Sick  Room  Perquisites — articles  loaned  .  433 

Optical  Benefits — claims  . . .  314 

Surgical  Appliances — grants  . . .  64 

Dental — claims  . ..; .  18 

Domestic  Help — refunds  . .  21 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE,  HOME  NURSING  SERVICE,  MIDWIVES 
SERVICE,  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  are 
fully  described  elsewhere  in  this  Report. 


\ 


24 


SECTION  III 

LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

HEALTH  CENTRES 

The  Health  Committee  have  appointed  a  Special  Committee  to  advise 
on  all  matters  in  connection  with  Health  Centres.  The  Special  Committee 
consists  of  eleven  members  (six  Council  members  of  the  Health  Committee; 
one  member  of  the  Oldham  Executive  Council;  one  member  of  the  Oldham 
Medical  Committee;  one  member  of  the  Oldham  Dental  Committee;  one 
member  of  the  Oldham  Optical  Committee  and  one  member  of  the  Oldham 
Pharmaceutical  Committee). 

At  the  first  meeting  the  Committee  decided  to  visit  certain  sites  and 
that  the  Local  Committees  represented  at  the  meeting  should  submit 
recommendations  as  to  the  facilities  and  accommodation  to  be  provided  at 
the  Health  Centres. 

It  was  subsequently  suggested  that  a  large  health  centre  should  be 
provided  in  the  centre  of  the  town  on  the  West  Street  site  adjacent  to  the 
proposed  new  Public  Health  Offices,  and  that  branch  health  centres  on  a 
smaller  scale  with  accommodation  for  local  health  authority  services, 
should  also  be  provided.  The  Health  Committee  and  the  professional  bodies 
represented  were  requested  to  submit  their  views  on  these  suggestions. 

Sites  in  the  Limeside  area  were  inspected  but  no  decision  was  reached 
with  regard  to  their  suitability  for  development  as  Health  Centres. 

In  November,  in  order  that  the  views  of  the  medical  profession  could 
be  fully  represented,  the  Health  Committee  agreed  to  a  request  from  the 
Oldham  Medical  Committee  that  two  additional  representatives  nominated 
by  that  Commitee,  be  invited  to  attend  meetings  of  the  Health  Centres 
Committee  in  an  advisory  capacity  only  and  without  power  to  vote. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Central  Clinic,  29,  Queen  Street, 
each  afternoon  from  Monday  to  Friday  with  the  exception  of  Wednesday 
afternoon  when  new  cases  attend  for  booking  and  examination  by  the 
midwife.  A  Medical  Officer  attends  each  session  fortnightly.  No  clinics 
are  held  in  the  homes  of  the  midwives. 

Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  advise  expectant  mothers  of  all  aspects 
of  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care,  and  lectures  and  talks  are  arranged  by 
the  Supervisor  of  Midwives.  The  advantages  of  gas  and  air  analgesia  are 
fully  explained  and  one  apparatus  is  available  at  the  clinic  for  demon¬ 
stration  purposes.  v 

A  post-natal  clinic  was  held  fortnightly  on  Thursday  mornings  until 
the  23rd  November,  after  which  date  ‘it  was  held  weekly.  Attendance  is 
by  appointment.  The  Consultant  Obstetrician,  Mr.  A.  H.  Barber,  attends 
a  special  clinic  on  alternate  Wednesday  mornings  to  see  cases  referred  for 
specialist  advice  or  treatment  from  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics. 
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In  September  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Principal  of  the 
Women's  Institute,  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Education  Committee, 
*  r  a  sewing  teacher  to  attend  the  booking  session  each  week  to  instruct 
mothers  in  the  making  and  repairing  of  children’s  clothing. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  clinics ‘provided: — 


Ante-Natal 

No.  of  Clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  sessions 
held  per  month 

No.  of  women 
wrho  attended 
during  the  year 

Total  number 
of  attendances 
made  by  these 
women 

Clinics 

1 

22 

749 

4356 

Post-Natal 

■ 

Clinics 

1 

4 

172 

206 

Relaxation  Exercises 

it 

A  special  class  in  association  with  the  ante-natal  clinics  is  held  weekly 
each  Wednesday  evening.  A  fully  qualified  physiotherapist  attends  each 
class. 


Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits 

Maternity  outfits,  sterilised  and  packed  ready  for  use,  are  available 
free  to  expectant  mothers  whether  or  not  they  have  booked  a  municipal 
midwife  for  their  confinement,  and  can  be  obtained  from  the  ante-natal 
clinic. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Special  arrangements  exist  for  the  dental  care  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  young  children  and  by  agreement  with  the  Education 
Committee,  the  resources  of  the  School  Dental  Service  are  available  on  a 
user  basis.  The  Senior  Dental  Officer.  Mr.  J.  Fenton,  L.D.S.,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  organisation 
and  development  of  the  Service  and  has  direct  access  to  the  appropriate 
Sub-Committee.  Expectant  mothers  attending  for  the  first  time  at  the 
ante-natal  clinic  are  examined  and  if  treatment  is  required,  arrangements 
are  made  for  this  to  be  carried  out  at  one  of  the  dental  clinics.  Nursing 
mothers  desiring  treatment  attend  by  appointment  at  one  of  the  dental 
clinics  for  examination  and  any  treatment  required.  Dentures  of  the 
prescribed  type  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers. 

Mr.  Fenton,  with  the  full  approval  of  the  Education  Committee,  has 
continued  to  devote  three  sessions  per  week  to  duties  under  the  Oldham 
and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee.  As  visiting  Dental  Officer 
to  the  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  he  is  able  to  admit  and  treat 
mothers  and  young  children  wrho  require  hospital  facilities.  In  this  way 
there  is  the  closest  link  between  the  preventive  and  curative  services  and 
it  is  important  that  this  arrangement  should  be  established  on  a  permanent 
basis. 
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I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  James  Fenton,  Senior  Dental  Officer,  for  the 
following  report: — 

1.  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

The  dental  service  provided  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  has 
been  maintained  as  in  the  previous  year. 

The  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Dental  Service  with  its 
removal  of  financial  barriers,  has  helped  to  stimulate  an  interest  in  dental 
fitness.  Difficulties  encountered  by  patients  in  obtaining  treatment  from 
a  general  dental  practitioner  have  resulted  in  some  patients  applying  for 
treatment  through  the  “  priority  ”  service  provided  by  the  local  health 
authority.  Most  local  authority  dental  schemes  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  arc  manned  by  the  staff  of  the  School  Dental  Service  and  in 
consequence  those  authorities  whose  School  Dental  Service  has  collapsed 
have  been  unable  to  carry  out  their  statutory  obligations  under  Section  22 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  Fortunately  in  Oldham  since  the 
“  appointed  day  ”  we  have  only  lost  the  services  of  one  Dental  Officer — in 
May  of  the  current  year,  and  it  has  been  possible  to  accept  all  requests 
that  have  been  made  for  treatment. 

Inspection:  Weekly  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Boundary  Park 
General  Hospital  and  the  Queen  Street  Ante-Natal  Clinics.  The  days 
selected  for  these  visits  coincide  with  the  “  booking  day  ”  for  new  cases. 
A  full  dental  inspection  is  carried  out  and  the  patient  informed  of  any 
defects  found.  Treatment  is  offered  to  those  patients  who  do  not  signify  a 
preference  to  attend  a  dental  practitioner  of  their  own  choice. 

During  the  year  1059  patients  received  inspection  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
record  the  ready  co-operation  of  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs.  In  cases 
where  there  is  any  doubt  Concerning  the  general  fitness  for  treatment,  the 
case  histories  are  available  and  any  problem  can  be  discussed  with  the 
Medical  Officers. 

Treatment:  Details  of  the  treatment  carried  out  are  given  in  the  table 
below.  Patients  desiring  treatment  attend  by  appointment  at  one  of  the 
School  Dental  Clinics  and  where  possible  attendance  at  the  clinic  nearest 
to  the  home  of  the  patient  is  arranged.  During  the  year  931  attendances 
were  made  by  the  264  patients  commencing  treatment.  It  is  often 
necessary  for  a  patient  to  make  several  visits  as  generally  speaking 
extensive  treatment  at  one  visit  is  considered  inadvisable. 

It  was  necessary  for  59  patients  to  be  supplied  with  dentures.  For  the 
construction  of  dentures  the  services  of  a  dental  technician  (mechanic)  to 
the  profession  are  used.  This  arrangement  has  proved  very  satisfactory 
and  no  undue  delay  has  been  experienced  in  supplying  patients  with  their 
dentures. 

The  services  of  the  anaesthetist  employed  by  the  Education  Committee, 
Dr.  G.  Mason-Walshaw,  are  available  if  required.  This  is  a  most  necessary 
arrangement  and  has  proved  of  the  greatest  value. 

There  were  243  fillings  inserted.  Every  encouragement  is  given  for 
patients  to  realise  the  benefits  of  conservation  treatment.  Total  extractions 
are  only  recommended  when  the  general  health  is  liable  to  suffer  as  a 
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,:l\i  of  the  retention  of  teeth.  There  were  115  scalings  carried  out, 
wh;ch,  together  with  the  appropriate  gum  treatment,  have  enabled  patients 
:  ,  r<  tain  their  natural  teeth  in  a  healthy  condition. 

X-ray  facilities  are  essential  for  correct  diagnosis  and  treatment  and 
•  X-ray  unit  at  the  Cannon  Street  Dental  Clinic  has  proved  invaluable. 

2.  Pre-School  Children 

The  amount  of  treatment  undertaken  for  these  children  shows  a  big 
increase  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Parents  usually  attend  the 
dental  clinics  with  young  children  on  the  recommendation  of  the  staffs  at 
ihe  Welfare  Centres.  Unfortunately  in  most  cases  children  are  complaining 
of  pain  and  this  necessitates  the  extraction  of  teeth.  It  is  found,  however, 
that  a  number  of  mothers  do  attend  for  advice  on  the  dental  condition  of 
their  children. 

It  was  necessary  to  extract  563  teeth  for  the  relief  of  pain  or  the 
removal  of  sepsis,  and  138  fillings  were  inserted  in  children’s  teeth.  The 
importance  of  the  retention  of  these  teeth  until  the  permanent  successors 
are  ready  to  erupt  is  carefully  explained  to  the  parent. 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  ages  of  the  243  children  examined 
during  the  year: — 


1  year  2  years  3  years  4  years  5  years 
9  36  84  112  2 

Details  of  the  work  undertaken  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  pre-school  children  are  shown  in  the  following  tables: — 


Provided  With  Dental  Care 

Expectant 

and 

Children 

Nursing 

under 

Mothers 

Five  yrs. 

Examined  . 

1059 

243 

Needing  Treatment  . . . . 

718 

231 

Treated  . . . 

263 

240 

Made  Dentally  Fit  . 

Dental  Treatment  Provided 

192 

204 

Extractions  . . . 

Anaesthetics: 

753 

563 

Local  . . . 

156 

46 

General  . 

48 

187 

Fillings  . 

243 

138 

Scalings  or  scaling  and  gum  treatment  ... 

115 

— 

Silver  Nitrate  Treatment  . 

1 

24 

Dressings  . 

36 

19 

Radiographs  . . . 

Dentures  Provided: 

34 

2 

Complete  . 

85 

— 

Partial  . 

15 

— 

Care  of  Premature  Infants 

All  infants  weighing  51-lbs.  or  less  at  birth  are  regarded  as  premature 
babies  regardless  of  the  period  of  gestation. 

Premature  infants  born  on  the  district,  where  the  home  conditions  are 
unsatisfactory,  are  removed  to  hospital  by  ambulance  in  a  special  cot  and 
are  accompanied  by  the  midwilt .  In  other  cases  arrangements  are  made  by 


✓ 
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the  Supervisor  of  Midwives  for  the  home  nursing  of  these  infants  and  if 
necessary,  suitable  equipment  is  supplied.  In  the  case  of  premature  babies 
born  in  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  or  the  Woodfield  Maternity  Home 
and  discharged  against  medical  advice  or  to  unsatisfactory  home  conditions, 
the  Almoner  advises  this  Department  and  arrangements  are  made  for 
follow-up  visits  and  supervision. 

There  were  138  notifications  received  of  births  regarded  as  premature 
relating  to  Oldham  residents  (including  transferred  notifications)  during 


the  year: — 

Born  at  home  .  39 

Born  in  Nursing  Homes  or  Maternity  Homes  .  9 

Born  in  Hospitals  . .  90 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  premature  babies  born  at  home 


during  the  year: — 

Trans¬ 

ferred 

to 

hospital 


Under  3-lbs. 

3- 4  lbs . 

4- 51  lbs.  ... 

Totals  ..:... 


Nursed  entirely  at  home. 


Died 

in 

First 
24  hrs. 


Died 
on  2nd 
to  7th 
day 
2 


Died 
on  8th 
to  28th 

day 


Sur¬ 
vived 
28  days 


4 

27 


31 


Total 

2 

4 

31 

37 


Grand 

Total 

4 

4 

31 

39 


Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children 

Full  use  is  made  of  the  service  provided  by  voluntary  organisations. 
The  services  of  the  Social  Worker  of  the  Oldham  Council  for  Moral  Welfare 
are  available  and  cases  are  referred  to  her  for  investigation.  She  advises 
the  expectant  mother  and  if  no  satisfactory  arrangements  can  be  made 
for  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  or  for  the  confinement,  the  Social 
Worker  arranges  admission  to  a  suitable  home  or  hospital  and  the  full  cost 
is  met  by  the  Health  Committee. 

Under  these  arrangements  three  cases  received  ante-natal  and  post¬ 
natal  care  and  one  post-natal  care  only,  the  following  homes  being  used:  — 

Manchester  and  Salford  Methodist  Mission  Home. 

Laurel  House,  Liverpool. 

St.  Mary’s  Home,  Bury. 

Simpson  Hill  Maternity  Home,  Heywood. 

Girls’  Hostel,  Lancaster. 

One  case  receiving  ante-nktal  and  post-natal  care,  was  admitted  to  the 
Simpson  Hill  Maternity  Home  and  remained  in  the  home  after  her  confine¬ 
ment.  The  other  two  cases  were  confined  in  hospitals  in  the  areas  of  the 
homes  to  which  they  were  admitted.  The  one  case  which  received  post¬ 
natal  care  only,  attended  the  ante-natal  clinic  at  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  where  she  was  confined. 

At  the  end  of  May  the.  hostel  in  Southport  which  had  been  maintained 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  since  1939  was  closed.  This  hostel  served  a  most 
useful  purpose  and  since  its  closure  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in 
finding  suitable  accommodation  for  the  unmarried  mother.  The  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  hostel  was  25  beds  and  prior  to  its  closure  it  was  hoped 
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:  at  local  authorities  in  the  North  West  would  join  in  a  scheme  to  continue 
use  by  maintaining  one  or  more  beds.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Sub-Committee  welcomed  this  proposal  and  expressed  their  willingness  to 
•  trticipate  in  such  a  scheme.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  proposed 
,  heme  did  not  materialise. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  *of  Health  Circular  26/50  dated  10th 
March,  the  cost  of  residential  accommodation  may  be  recovered  from  the 
patient.  In  most  cases,  however,  it  is  only  possible  to  recover  part  of,  the 

cost. 

Child  Welfare  Centres 

A  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  at  29,  Queen  Street,  twice  weekly  and 
there  are  seven  branch  Centres  in  church  and  school  premises.  Details  of 
these  Centres  are  as  follows: — 


Centre 

Days 

Times 

Queen  Street 

Tuesday 

9.30 

a.m. 

Queen  Street 

Friday 

9.30 

a.m. 

Brunswick 

Oxford  Street 

Wednesday 

2.0 

p.m. 

Mill  gate 

Hollins  Road 

Thursday 

2.0 

p.m. 

Beulah 

Withins  Road 

Tuesday 

2.0 

p.m. 

Scottfield 

off  Ashton  Road 

Tuesday 

2.0 

p.m. 

Scottfield 

off  Ashton  Road 

Friday 

2.0 

p.m. 

St.  Ambrose 

Prince  Charlie  St. 

Thursday 

2.0 

p.m. 

St.  Barnabas 

Arundel  Street 

Tuesday 

2.0 

p.m. 

Pitt  St.  East 

off  Glodwick  Road 

Wednesday 

2.0 

p.m. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Friday  afternoon  session  at  the  Scottfield  Centre 
where  there  is  no  doctor  in  attendance,  and  the  Beulah  Centre  where  the 
doctor  attends  fortnightly,  a  Medical  Officer  is  present  at  each  session. 

Orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil,  national  dried  milk  and  vitamins  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food  are  obtainable  at  all  the  centres  and  certain 
proprietary  brands  of  infant  food  can  be  purchased. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Principal  of  the  Women’s  Institute,  which  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Education  Committee,  a  sewing  teacher  attends 
the  Centres  on  alternate  weeks  to  advise  mothers  on  the  cutting  out  and 
sewing  of  children’s  clothing,  patching,  darning  and  how  to  “  make  do  and 
mend  ”  with  clothes  generally. 

Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  during  1950 

New  Total 


.  No.  of 

Cases 

Attendances 

Centre 

Sessions 

0-1 

1-5 

0-1 

1-5 

Queen  Street  . 

.  99 

319 

96 

4077 

1180 

Brunswick  . 

.  50 

348 

180 

2614 

550 

Millgate  . 

300 

139 

2242 

506 

Beulah  . 

125 

57 

969 

291 

Scottfield  .... 

456 

175 

2394 

916 

St.  Ambrose  . 

.  51 

2S1 

152 

2182 

286 

St.  Barnabas  . 

.  49 

336 

127 

21S6 

800 

Pitt  Street  East 

.  51 

170 

49 

2562 

458 

30 


'  .  ■  \ 
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In  November  the  Establishment  Committee  approved  the  appointment 
of  two  full-time  clinic  assistants  to  attend  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  foods  and  assist  in  the  keeping  of  records,  etc. 
This  arrangement  proved  most  satisfactory  and  allowed  the  Health  Visitors 
to  devote  themselves  fully  to  professional  duties.  . 


DAY  NURSERIES 

Municipal  Day  Nurseries  \ 

On  the  1st  January,  Westhill,  Overens  Street,  Horsedge,  Tate  Street 
and  Park  House  Nurseries  were  providing  accommodation  for  220  children. 

The  Honeywell  Lane  Nursery  was  completed  in  April  and  formally 
opened  by  Alderman  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.,  deputising  for  Councillor  J.  Arthurs 
who  unfortunately  was  indisposed  and  unable  to  perform  the  ceremony. 
Haven  Lane  Nursery  was  completed  in  July  and  formally  opened  by 
Councillor  G.  Halbert.  These  two  nurseries  provide  92  additional  places. 

The  Park  House  nursery  premises  were  de-requisitioned  on  the  1st 
November  and  handed  back  to  the  owner  who  had  made  repeated  requests 
for  the  premises  to  be  vacated.  These  premises  were  adapted  for  use  as  a 
war-time  nursery  and  opened  in  September,  1942.  The  nursery  met  a  real 
need  and  has  been  well  patronised.  It  wasi  however,  far  below  modern 
standards  and  heavy  capital  expenditure  would  have  been  required  to  effect 
the  necessary  improvements.  The  majority  of  children  attending  this 
nursery  were  accommodated  in  Tate  Street  and  other  nurseries. 

The  need  for  a  24-hour  nursery  has  been  appreciated  since  the  closing 
of  Fernholme  Nursery.  It  was  originally  proposed  to  adapt  Haven  House 
which  is  adjacent  to  Haven  Lane  Nursery  for  this  purpose  but  with  the 
excessive  cost  of  adaptation,  the  project  was  abandoned  and  Ha\  cn  House, 
now  derelict,  was  subsequently  demolished.  An  extension  to  Haven  Lane 
Nursery  was  contemplated  to  provide  residential  accommodation  for  12 
children  and.  10  staff,  viz.:  Matron,  staff  nurse,  6  nursery  students,  2 
domestic  staff,  and  plans  were  prepared,  but  the  Ministry  of  Health  would 
not  approve  this  scheme.  They  were,  however,  prepared  to  consider  a 
modified  scheme  omitting  the  accommodation  for  nursery  staff  other  than 
night  staff.  After  discussions  with  officials  of  the  Ministry  it  was  agreed 
that  consideration  should  be  given  to  similar  accommodation  being 
embodied  in  a  proposed  extension  to  the  Tate  Street  Nursery. 

Early  in  the  year  a  proposal  to  extend  Tate  Street  Nursery  to  provide 
accommodation  for  an  additional  26  children  was  agreed  and  subsequently 
approved  in  principle  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  It  was  later  considered 
that  the  extension  should  be  increased  to  include  residential  accommodation 
for  children  and  staff  as  intended  in  the  proposed  extension  to  Haven  Lane 
Nursery.  Plans  were  prepared  and  the  cost  of  the  combined  extension  was 
estimated  at  £13,200.  Advice  was  received  that  such  high  expenditure  on 
accommodation  of  this  type  would  not  be  entertained  by  the  Ministry  and 
this  scheme  had  to  be  abandoned.  It  was  then  decided  that  the  original 
scheme  to  provide  additional  accommodation  for  26  children  should  be 
continued,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  final  approval  had  not  been  received. 
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1  he  following  accommodation  was  provided  at  the  31st  December: — 


Age  Groups 


Nursery 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

Total  I 

Westhill  . 

5 

15 

25 

45 

Horsedge  . 

10 

15 

25 

50 

Overens  Street  . 

4 

8 

25 

37 

Tate  Street  . 

— 

13 

21 

34 

Honcvwell  Lane  . 

8 

17 

21 

46 

Haven  Lane  . 

8 

17 

21 

46 

Totals  . 

35 

85 

138 

258 

Following  receipt  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  26/50,  the  charges  for 
children  attending  the  nurseries  were  increased  from  l/6d.  to  2/3d.  per 
:Liy,  Monday  to  Friday,  and  from  l/-d.  to  l/6d.  for  Saturday  morning  with 
effect  from  the  7th  August. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  all  the  nurseries  were  approved  training  schools 
lor  the  training  of  nursery  students  for  the  National  Nursery  Examination 
Board  Certificate.  During  the  year  8  nursery  students  were  successful  in 
obtaining  this  certificate. 

In  May,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee  agreed  in 
principle  to  a  request  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Oldham  and  District 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  training  facilities  at  one  of  the 
nurseries  for  pupils  entering  the  proposed  Group  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurses 
Training  Scheme.  Westhill  Nursery  was  subsequently  approved  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  this  purpose,  which  means  that  at  a  future 
date  the  use  of  this  nursery  for  the  training  of  nursery  students  will  be 
discontinued,  but  it  is  not  anticipated  that  this  arrangement  will  be  effected 
before  the  end  of  next  year. 

NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT,  1948 
Industrial  Day  Nurseries 

On  the  1st  January  there  were  11  nurseries  registered'  under  this  Act, 

providing  a  total  accommodation  of  483  places  comprised  as  follows: — 

• 

Age  0-1  year  .  41  places. 

Age  1-2  years  .  162  places. 

Age  2-5  years  .  280  places. 

Details  of  these  nurseries  have  been  given  in  previous  reports. 

No  plans  for  new  nurseries  or  adaptations  to  existing  nurseries  were 
approved  during  the  year.  An  application  was  made  in  November  1949  by 
Messrs.  Lees  and  Wrigley  Ltd.,  for  registration  of  the  Gfeenbank  Nursery, 
which  had  been  closed  since  March  1949,  to  be  varied  to  allowT  the  use  of 
tno  premises  during  school  holidays  for  school  children  aged  5-10  years. 
An  Order  was  made  imposing  the  usual  requirements  and  allowing  not 
rnore  than  35  children  aged  5-10  years  to  be  accommodated  in  the  premises 
only  during  school  holidays. 
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The  following  new  nurseries  were  registered,  plans  having  been 
previously  approved: — 


Name  of  Nursery 

Age  Groups 

Total 

0-1  1-2 

2-5 

Places 

Remarks 

Eastbourne  Villa... 
(Willow  Bank 
Mill  Ltd.) 

—  12 

19 

31 

. 

1 

Converted  private  house 
in  Brook  Lane. 
Opened  May,  1950. 

Borough  Spinning 
Co.  Ltd . 

* 

5  7 

13 

| 

1 

25 

| 

( 

New  building  erected  in 
the  mill  curtilage. 
Opened  September,  1950. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  nursery  provision  at  the  31st 
December: — 


1 

Name  of  Nursery 

i 

0-1 

Age  Groups 

1-2  2-5 

Total  Places 

*  Central  Mill  . 

6 

9 

12 

27 

*  Coldhurst  Hall  . 

— 

30 

30 

*  Derker  Mill  . 

7 

14 

25 

46 

*  Hartford  House  . 

— 

34 

34 

68 

*  Heathbank  . 

o 

14 

30 

50 

*  Iris  Mill  . 

12 

16 

19 

47 

Oldham  Twist  . 

— 

13 

19 

32 

Orme  Mill  . 

— 

17 

24 

41 

*  Oakbank  . 

— 

15 

42 

57 

Royd  Mill  . 

— 

15 

25 

40 

*  Werneth  Spinning 

1 

Co.  Ltd . . 

10 

15 

2&- 

4? 

*  Willow  Bank  . 

— 

12 

19 

31 

Borough  Spinning  Co. 

5 

7 

13 

25 

i 

Totals  . 

46 

181 

316 

543 

Greenbank  Nursery,  children  aged  5-10  years  .  35 

» 

*  The  Management  of  these  firms  provide  transport  to  and  from 

the  nursery. 


Close  co-operation  exists  between  this  department  and  the  industrial 
firms  concerned  and  by  arrangement  with  certain  of  the  firms,  regular 
visits  are  made  to  the  nurseries  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Department  for 
medical  inspection  and  immunisation  of  the  children.  The  firms  are 
encouraged  to  consult  the  department  if  any  difficulties  arise.  In  three 
nurseries  the  management  have  their  own  practitioner  attending  for  the 
medical  care  of  the  children. 

,  > 

Child  Minders 

No  child  minder  is  registered  under  the  Act.  An  application  for 
registration  was  made  by  a  person  who  was  day  minding  four  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  The  application  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that  the 
premises  were  considered  unsuitable.  An  application  for  registration  was 
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r •  ,.<j  from  a  married  woman  with  three  children  of  her  own  who  was 
*  rmrvhng  three  children.  On  being  informed  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Ar:  withdrew  her  application. 

A  married  woman  aged  61  years  was  found  by  the  Health  Visitor  to 
'  d..y  minding  four  children.  On  being  advised  of  the  need  for  registration 
V.  •  ceased  to  day  mind  two  of  the  children. 

It  is  known  that  many  women  care  for  one  or  two- children  whilst  the 
mothers  are  working  but  such  persons  are  not  affected  by  the  Act. 

MIDWIVES  SERVICE 

There  was  no  change  in  the  organisation  and  administration  of  this 
-  rvicc  during  the  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  in  addition  to  the 
Supervisor  of  Midwives,  9  full-time  midwives  and  1  part-time  midwife  were 
employed.  During  the  year  4  district  midwives  were  appointed  and  1 
district  midwife  resigned.  The  following  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the 
year: — 

•4 

1  Non-Medical  Supervisor. 

1  Senior  Assistant  Superintendent. 

1  Assistant  Superintendent. 

10  Full-time  District  Midwives. 

1  Part-time  District  Midwife. 

6  Pupil  Midwives. 

The  part-time  midwife  is  engaged  on  duties  in  connection  with  hospital 
discharges  and  other  special  visits.  She  undertakes  no  deliveries  and  \ 

accepts  no  bookings. 

The  Oldham  District  Midwifery  Service  is  approved  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  as  a  Part  II  Training  School  to  train  8  pupil  midwives  at 
any  one  time.  During  the  year  6  new  pupils  were  accepted  for  training 
and  12  were  successful  in  passing  the  Part  II  examination  of  the  Central 
Mid  wives  Board. 

In  May  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee  approved  a 
recommendation  that  prizes  be  made  available  for  pupil  midwives.  An 
'•xamination  consisting  of  a  written  paper,  viva  voce  and  practical  is  . 
carried  out  each  six  months  and  two  prizes  are  awarded  on  the  results  of 
’his  examination  which  is  conducted  by  members  of  the  staff. 


Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

At  the  31st  December  all  the  full-time  midwives  were  qualified  to 
administer  gas  and  air  analgesia.  Provision  is  made  for  training  in  the 
UH°  of  approved  methods  of  analgesia  of  all  domiciliary  midwives  entering 
i-he  sendee  who  are  not  already  so  trained.  There  are  14  sets  of  apparatus 
;  rovided  and  the  necessary  transport  is  available  through  the  Ambulance 
Service. 

During  the  year  648  cases  were  attended  by 'municipal  midwives  (614 
as  midwives  and  34  as  maternity  nurses).  In  480  cases  gas  and  air 
analgesia  was  administered  (455  as  midwives  and  25  as  maternity  nurses). 
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Transport 

Transport  is  provided  by  the  Ambulance  Service  from  5.30  p.m.  to 
8-30  a.m.  and  at  week-ends.  By  arrangement  with  the  Cleansing  and 
Transport  Department  a  car  is  available  during  the  day  time  for  urgent 
calls  to  confinements  for  midwives  attending  cases  out  of  their  own 
district,  and  in  emergency.  This  car  is  also  available  for  transporting  gas 
and  air  equipment.  At  all  other  times  the  midwives  use  public  service 
vehicles. 

i 

In  July  the  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  agreed  to 
municipal  midwives  being  included  in  the  Scheme  of  Motor  Car  Allowances 
of  the  Corporation  as  “  casual  users.” 


Midwives  Accommodation 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  was  providing  the  following 


accommodation  for  midwives: — 

1.  Private  Houses — 

Owned  by  local  health  authority  .  2 

Rented  by  local  health  authority: 

(i)  from  private  owner  . . .  I 

(ii)  from  Corporation  Housing  Dept.  ...  3  4 

2.  Midwives  Homes  . . .  2 


These  provide  accommodation  for  11  midwives  or  pupil  midwives. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  municipal 


midwives  during  the  year: — 

r 

Confinements: 

Number  of  cases  booked  .  605 

Number  of  confinements  attended  .  648 

Number  of  cases  receiving  analgesia  .  480 

Visits: 

Ante-natal  cases  . 3,539 

* 

During  lying-in  period  .  12,278 

Post-natal  . • .  192 


During  the  year  1,846  live  births  and  46  stillbirths  relating  to  Oldham 
residents  were  notified.  In  addition  1  birth  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Department  through  the  local  registrar’s  returns.  Of  these,  1,207 
(63.76%)  occurred  in  institutions  and  686  (36.24%)  were  domiciliary 
confinements.  Of  the  latter  649  (94.61%)  were  attended  by  municipal 
midwives  and  36  (5.25%)  by  midwives  in  private  practice. 
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MIDWIVES  ACTS,  1902-1936 

i 

Supervision  of  .Midwives 

Curing  the  year  52  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
■  red- with  46  in  1949.  Of  these  13  were  municipal  midwives;  3 
A.*/es  in  private  practice;  24  midwives  in  Boundary  Park  General 
•al.  and  12  midwives  in  Woodfield  Maternity  Home. 

. 

Maternity  Cases  Attended  During  the  Year 


ives  employed 
*  .  ](*;al  health 

authority  ... 

Domiciliary 

Cases 

*  Cases  in 
Institutions 

Total 

As 

Midwife 

As 

Maternity 

Nurse 

As 

Midwife 

As 

Maternity 

Nurse 

As 

Midwife 

As 

Maternity 

Nurse 

614 

34 

- 

_ 

G14 

34 

‘  ; .  ives  employed 

v  03  ilsam  and  Dis- 
t  Hospital 

V  inagement  Com¬ 
mittee 

1693 

CG2 

1693 

662 

V .  : wives  in  private 
-  ;  r;ut;cc 

34 

—  ■ 

— 

— 

34 

— ■ 

11  1  ;  1  1  1 

1  otals 

i 

i . . . . . 

C48 

34 

1693 

.  662 

2341 

696 

*  These  figures  include  non-resident  cases  confined  in  the  Borough. 


/  O 

i  r  c 
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Medical  Aid  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1918 

There  were  221  medical  aid  forms  sent  in  by  domiciliary  midwives  as 
compared  with  305  in  1949.  The  conditions  for  which  medical  aid  was 
sought  were  as  follows:  — 


Conditions  in  Mother 
Abortion  or  threatened 


abortion  .  2 

Albuminuria  .  1 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  .....  10 

Babies  Stillborn  .  2 

B.B.A .  1 

Breast  Condition  .  1 

Delayed  Labour: 

First  Stage  .  4 

Second  Stage  .  3 

Third  Stage  .  1 

Haematuria  .  1 

Haemorrhoids  .  1 

Hypertension  . 3 

Jaundice  .  1 

Malpresentation  .  2 

Maternal  Blood  Specimen 

(Rh  Factor)  . . 1 

Post-Partum  Haemorrhage  .  7 

Premature  Labour  .  2 

Pyrexia  .  4 

Retained  Placenta  .  5 

Retention  of  Urine  .  1 

Rising  Temperature  and  Pulse  2 

Ruptured  Perineum  .  73 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy  .  3 

Uterine  Inertia  .  2 

Other  Conditions  . 5 
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Conditions  in  Child 


Asphyxia  . ..  ] 

Birth  Injury  . \ 

Congenital  Deformity  .  5 

Convulsions  .  1 

Cyanosis  .  1 

Feebleness  or  Prematurity  .  14 

Inflammation  of  or  discharge 

from  the  eyes  .  52 

Jaundice  . .  1 

Pyloric  Stenosis  .  1 

Talipes  .  1 

Tongue  Tied  .  1 

Other  Conditions  . 11 
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Emergency  Maternity  Unit 

During  the  year  the  emergency  maternity  unit  operating  from  the 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  was  called  out  to  four  domiciliary  cases 
attended  by  municipal  midwives  for  the  following  emergencies:  — 


Post-partum  haemorrhage  . r..  2 

Intra-partum  haemorrhage  .  1 


Intra-partum  haemorrhage  with  adherent  placenta  1 
Post-Certificate  Instruction 

Two  district  midwives  attended  a  course  arranged  by  the  Royal  College 
of  Midwives  held  in  Cardiff  from  2nd-8th  July  and  one  teaching  midwife 
and  the  Supervisor  of  Midwives  attended  a  course  also  arranged  by  the 
College  and  held  in  Oxford  from  14th-21st  September. 
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*«r  ^  h  Barber,  Consultant  Obstetrician  gave  a  series  of  lectures  at 

i.-rn  Street  Clinic  to  midwives  and  other  public  health  nurses, 
vt 5  from  the  adjacent  areas  were  invited  to  attend  these  lectures. 


May 

Jul>\ 

October 

November 

December 


“  Use  of  Drugs  by  Midwives. ” 

“  Some  Problems  of  Ante-Natal  Care.” 

“  The  Toxaemias  of  Pregnancy.” 

“  Abnormal  Presentations.” 

“  Antc-Partum  and  Post-Partum  Haemorrhage.” 


The  Oldham  Extension  Act,  1950 

Following  the  passing  of  this  Act,  arrangements  were  made  for 
cFtiit  mothers  in  the  extension  area  whose  expected  date  of 
/  nrment  would  be  on  or  about  the  1st  April,  1951,  to  book  a  midwife 
*  authority  and  receive  ante-natal  care.  The  Act  is  operative  from 
«  -  A;  ri!.  1951,  from  which  date  the  Borough  boundary  will  include  parts 
-  i.v»  parishes  of  Alt,  Bardsley  and  Woodhouses. 


HEALTH  VISITING 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  service  during  the  year.  The 
*•  *  i  tical  returns'  summarise  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

file  policy  of  achieving  closer  co-ordination  of  the  duties  of  Health 
V-  tors  and  School  Nurses,  as  previously  outlined,  has  continued  and  all 

*  •  appointments  have  been  as  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse. 

One  Health  Visitor  undertakes  whole-time  duties  in  connection  with 
FA  rculosis.  She  also  attends  as  nurse  in  charge  at  the  Barker  Street 
1 1  ;  nsary  and  the  cost  of  her  services  in  this  connection  is  reimbursed 
the  Oldham  and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

In  addition  to  their  responsibilities  in  the  Health  Visiting  Service,  the 
- rintendent  Health  Visitor,  the  Deputy  Superintendent  Health  Visitor, 

the  Senior  Health  Visitor,  have  duties  in  connection  with  the  Day 
’ ;  • '  >  ry  Service.  These  officers  also  take  an  active  part  in  the  teaching 

•  '  nursery  students  at  the  School  of  Commerce  under  arrangements  made 
*d.h  the  Principal. 

During  the  year  five  Health  Visitors  resigned  and  three  new 
appointments  were  made.  At  the  end  of  the  year  in  addition  to  the 
-  a  ;>(■  rintendent  and  Deputy  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  eleven  Health 
x' 1  tors/School  Nurses  devoting  2/llths  of  their  time  to  the  School  Health 
S'-rvice,  were  employed  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee 
-d  one  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse  employed  by  the  Education  Committee 
w.  devoting  4/llths  of  her  time  to  the  Health  Visiting  Service. 

The  employment  of  student  health  visitors  has  been  continued.  One 
■’■tudent  was  appointed  and  commenced  training  at  the  Manchester  College 
Technology  in  October.  Of  the  two  students  appointed  in  the  previous 
one  was  successful  in  obtaining  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  and 
in  ‘June  joined  the  staff  as  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse. 


! 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors -during 
the  year: — 

No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors 

Children 

Children  between 

Expectant  under  1  year  the  ages-  Other 

Mothers  of  age  of  1  and  5  Cases 

First  Total  First  Total  First  Total  First  Total 

Visits  Visits  Visits  Visits  Visits  Visits  Visits  Visits 

144  194  1845  10821  65  15373  3048  5499 

The  5,499  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  to  other  cases  were  made  up 
as  follows  :  — , 

Premature  Births  .  30 

Stillbirths  .  26 

Infant  Deaths  .  60 

Adoptions* .  10 

Handicapped  Children  .  104 

Neglect  . 7 

Children  (5  years  and  over) . . .  873 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases : 

Whooping  Cough  .  352 

Measles  .  1200 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  29 

Dysentery  .  813 

Daily  Minders  .  3 

Applications  for  provision  of  domestic  help  .  450 

Aged  and  Infirm  Persons  .  93 

Tuberculosis  . .  1147 

Vaccination  .  7 

Other  Visits  .  295 

The  following  attendances  were  made  by  Health  Visitors  at  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  Clinics,  Nurseries  and  Nursery  Classes:  — 

Infant  Welfare  Centres .  914 

Day  Nurseries  .  559 

Nursery  Classes  . 115 

Chest  Clinic  .  152 

Post-Natal  Clinics  .  5 

Immunisation  Clinics  .  32 

Vaccination  Clinics  .  41 

The  Oldham  Mothers’  Circle 

The  Oldham  Mothers’  Circle  is  a  social  club  for  mothers  established 
and  organised  by  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  her  staff  who  have 
devoted  much  of  their  leisure  time  to  this  project.  The  Health  Visitors 
are  free  to  partake  in  its  activities  if  they  desire.  It  is  an  entirely  new. 
venture  and  receives  no  assistance  whatever  from  the  local  authority.  It 
is  a  voluntary  effort,  and  its  main  object  is  to  enable  mothers  to  meet  each 
other  to  enjoy  an  evening  free  of  their  everyday  responsibilities  and  to  chat 
over  a  cup  of  tea  and  listen  to  talks  of  topical  interest.  Meetings  are  held 
fortnightly  and  are  well  attended.  The  Circle  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
mothers  and  has  met  with  great  success. 


HOME  NURSING 


The  re  was  no  ^change  in  the  organisation  or  administration  of  the 
,  nice  during  the  year. 

The  services  of  a  district  nurse  can  be  obtained  by  a  general 
,  ,,  t.'jont  r  on  application  to  the  Superintendent  at  Glenthorne,  57,  Queen’s 
.  _  ,«  ( Tc!. :  MAIn  4899).  No  night  service  is  provided,  but  evening  visits 

'  nvtde  to  patients  where  necessary.  There  is  always  a  member  of  the 
•  if  on  duty  for  evening  calls  and  in  an  emergency  the  services  of  a 
r  -.*nct  nurse  can  be  obtained  at  any  hour  of  the  night.  Telephones  are 
tailed  in  the  homes  of  all  district  nurses. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for  the  services  of  a  district  nurse, 
c  daily  in  the  case  of  old  people.  This  is  to  be  expected,  but  in  many 
^  5  the  patients  were  in  need  of  hospital  care  and  could  not  be  admitted 

the  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  owing  to  lack  of 
commodation.  In  August  and  September  owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  it 
%  .v  impossible  to  meet  fully  the  demands  on  the  service.  The  position  was 
j  ifticularly  difficult  in  September  when  only  six  full-time  nurses  were 
*  rn  ployed. 

The  district  nurses  use  public  transport  but  at  week-ends  and  in 
xceptional  circumstances,  e.g.,  shortage  of  staff  or  extraordinary  pressure 
'  work,  transport  is  provided  by  the  Ambulance  Service.  Following  an 
;  plication  by  the  male  district  nurses  for  assistance  in  connection  with  the 
purchase  of  auto-cycles,  an  allowance  of  10s.  per  week  was  made  to  each 
trict  male  nurse  using  this  form  of  transport  from  the  beginning  of  the 
yv.ar.  In  September  this  allowance  was  increased  to  12s.  6d.  per  week. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of:  — 

* 

1  Queen’s  Superintendent. 

1  Queen’s  Assistant  Superintendent. 

3  Queen’s  Nurses  (two  female,  one  male). 

4  District  Nurses  (three  female,  one  male). 

Two  female  auxiliaries  undertake  simple  bathing  and  give  personal 
ttention  to  patients.  These  auxiliaries  are  only  employed  on  selected  cases 
rul  always  under  supervision.  Their  services  are  especially  useful  in  the 
r  ‘Se  of  old  people  who  are  confined  to  bed  and  whose  main  needs  are  simple 
C;re  and  attention  as  contrasted  with  skilled  nursing. 

In  May  Miss  A.  O’Connell,  Assistant  Superintendent,  terminated  her 
cuties,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  fill  the  vacancy.  In  September,  Mr.  E. 

Eamshaw,  a  Regular  Army  reservist,  was  called  up  for  service  in  the 

R.A.M.C.  and  was  shortly  afterwards  drafted  to  the  Far  East. 

On  the  31st  December,  the  staff  employed  was  as  follows:  — 

1  Queen’s  Superintendent. 

3  Queen’s  Nurses  (two  female,  one  male).  * 

6  District  Nurses  (five  female,  one  male). 

1  District  Nurse  (Part-time). 

Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing 

The  local  health  authority  is  in  membership  with  the  Queen’s  Institute 
(,f  District  Nursing  and  the  service  was  inspected  by  an  Inspector  of  the 
Institute  in  January. 
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In  September  the  Home  Nursing  Sub-Committee  approved  a 
recommendation  that  one  student  Queen’s  nurse  be  appointed  under  the 
scheme  of  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing.  This  recommendation 
was  referred  to  the  Establishment  Committee  but  consideration  was 
deferred  until  discussions  regarding  financial  arrangements  which  were 
taking  place  centrally  between  representatives  of  local  authorities  and  the 
Institute,  were  completed. 


Summary  of  Cases  Nursed 

There  were  1,114  cases  (376  males,  738  females)  nursed  and  29,470 
visits  made  by  district  nurses  to  these  cases  during  the  year,.  There  was 
a  heavy  demand^for  the  services  of  district  nurses  during  the  month  of 
March,  when  117  new  cases  received  attention  ( -&1 >  males,  85  females).  The 

*  *1  A 

majority  of  these  cases  were  over  65  years  of  age.0* 

Cases  Nursed  and  Visits  Made 


! 

Children 

0-5  5-15 

Others 

Male  Female 

Total 
No.  of 
Cases 

Cases  on  books  at  1st  Jan. 

1 

37 

116 

154 

New  cases . 

33 

17 

31 1 

599 

960 

Total  cases  nursed  during 
the  vear . 

34 

17 

348 

715 

1114 

Cases  on  books  at  31st  Dec. 

1 

1 

47 

127 

176 

The  following  table  summarises  the  cases  nursed  and  visits  made  by 
the  district  nurses  during  each  month  of  the  year: — 


Children 

Others 

Total  No. 
of  Cases 

Visits  by 
District  Nurses 

0-5 

5-15 

Male 

j  Female 

January 

7 

o 

66 

186 

261 

2499 

February 

6 

— 

65 

172 

243 

2097 

March  ... 

4 

2 

64 

210 

280 

2849 

April 

2 

1 

74 

183 

260 

2717. 

Mav 

4 

1 

69 

179 

253 

2916 

June  . 

1 

3 

70 

166 

240 

2439 

July  ...- 

6 

2 

69 

183 

259 

2626 

August 

1 

2 

76 

164 

243 

2361 

September 

1 

3 

70 

174 

248 

2175 

October 

6 

4 

68 

181 

259 

2218 

November 

4 

1 

73 

172 

250 

2342 

December 

3 

2 

80 

173 

258 

2231 

— £4  - 

New  Cases  According  to  Age  Groups 


-/ 


Age  Groups  ... 
(in  years) 

0-1 

1-5 

5- 

15 

15- 

_ 

40 

40-60 

60-65 

65  + 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

- 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  !  F  ! 

| 

New  Cases ... 

8 

3 

1 1 

11 

9 

8 

20 

62 

69 

1 15 

38 

50 

184  378 

1 

i 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

vmb.ned  diphtheria  and  whooping-  cough  immunisation  has  been 
•  i  throughout  the  year  and  the  majority  of  children  immunised  in 
a  croup  0-3  years  received  this  dual  protection.  Parents  are 
:  ?’ed  to  have  their  children  immunised  before  they  attain  the  age  of 
„  .  r  .mj  the  majority  of  children  are  now  immunised  prior  to  school 

re  try*. 

la  the  schools  the  fullest  co-operation  is  afforded  by  the  Head  Teachers 
i  '.  iff.  Primary  immunisation  is  effected  after  school  entry  if  necessary 
,  ?  rc-inforcement  injections  are  offered  to  all  children  in  their  sixth  and 
c  vc-nth  years. 

Xhc  materials  used  and  dosage  given  are  as  follows:  — 


Protection 

Age 

Group 

Material  Used 

Dosage 

(  ombined  Diphtheria  and 

0-5  yrs. 

D.P.P.  (Glaxo)  each 

Three  injections  of 

U  hooping  Cough 

c.c.  containing 

0.5  c.c.,  0.5  c.c., 

Immunisation 

20,000  million  H 

and  1.0  c.c.  at  an 

pertussis 

interval  of  four 
weeks  between 

injections. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

|  s)  fYimary 

Immunisation. 

0-10  yrs. 

A.P.T. 

Two  injections  of 
0.2  c.c.  and 

0.5  c.c.  with  an 
interval  of  four 
weeks  between 

injections. 

10  yrs. 

&  over 

T.A.F. 

Three  injections  of 
1.0  c.c.  at  four 
weekly  intervals. 

by  Rc-inforcement 
Injections. 

5-10  yrs. 

A.P.T. 

One  injection  of 
0.5  c.c. 

10  yrs. 

T.A.F. 

One  injection  of 

and  over 

1.0  c.c. 

Whooping  Cough 

0-5  yrs. 

A.P.V.  (Glaxo)  each 

Three  injections  of 

Immunisation 

c.c.  containing 
20,000  million  H 
pertussis. 

1.0  c.c.  at  four 
weekly  intervals. 

Karly  in  the  year  reports  appeared  in  the  medical  press  discussing  the 
pa-  ’  Ibility  of  some  association  between  poliomyelitis  and  inoculations. 
fV-  exact  nature  of  this  association  is  not  yet  known,  but  it  can  be  said 
th  A  this  possibility  appears  to  be  limited  to  cases  where  the  virus  of 
P'Aomyelitis  is  already  present  and,  therefore,  broadly  speaking,  in 
outbreaks  of  poliomyelitis.  In  view  of  this,  immediately  the  first  case  of 
I'oHomyelitis  occurred  in  the  Borough  careful  consideration  was  given  to 
thr-  suspension  of  prophylactic  inoculations.  After  the  third  case  had  been 
h  lgnosed,  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation  and  vaccination 
-P  >unst  smallpox  were  suspended  on  I5th  July,  and  all  general  practitioners 
*n  the  area  were  advised.  The  last  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  reported  on 
w,r  22nd  September,  and  on  the  13th  October  the  suspension  was  lifted. 

li<L‘  period  of  suspension  was  88  days.  In  this  connection  the  following 
Cl'Sf’s  Were  associated  with  prophylactic  inoculations:  — 
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One  child,  who  received  diphtheria  immunisation  only,  developed 
poliomyelitis:  — 

(i)  A  female  (Case  No.  3)  aged  two  years  who  developed 
poliomyelitis  received  an  injection  of  0.5  c.c.  A.P.T.  in.  the  left  arm 
seven  days  before  the  onset  of  the  illness.  Both  legs  were  affected 
by  paralysis,  but  the  injected  arm  was  completely  unaffected. 

Two  children  who  received  combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
immunisation  developed  poliomyelitis:  — 

(i)  A  female  infant  (Case  No.  1)  aged  ten  months  received  an 
injection  of  0.5  c.c.  D.P.P.  in  the  right  arm  3-4  days  before  the  onset 
of  the  illness.  The  right  arm  was  the  only  part  affected  by  the 
disease. 

(ii)  A  female  infant  (Case  No.  2)  aged  one  year  three  months 
received  an  injection  of  1.0  c.c.  D.P.P.  in  the  left  arm  17  days  before 
the  onset  of  the  illness.  The  left  arm  was  the  only  part  affected  by 
the  disease. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  number  of  children  completing  the 
full  course  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  those  receiving 
re-inf orcement  injections  during  the  year;  the  majority  of  children 
immunised  under  three  years  of  age  received  Diphtheria  Pertussis 
Prophylactic  (Glaxo). 


Age  in  Years 


Diphtheria 

Immunisation. 

(a)  Primary. 
SessionalArrangements 
Private  Practitioners... 

Totals 


(b)  Reinforcement 
Injections. 


Sessional  Arrangements 
Private  Practitioners... 


Under 
1  yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-3 

vrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

4-5 

yrs. 

5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

Total 
under 
15  yrs. 

243 

78 

205 

216 

33 

56 

33 

19 

33 

8 

86 

11 

9 

642 

388 

321 

421 

89 

52 

41 

97 

9 

1030 

No.  of  Chih 
Rece 

First 

Reinforcement 

Injection. 

Iren  having 
ived 

Second 

Reinforcement 

Injection. 

Total  number  of 
Reinforcement 
Injections. 

694 

73 

298 

62 

992 

135 

767 

360 

1127 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  number  of  children  receiving 
Whooping  Cough  protection  during  the  year;  the  majority  of  these  children 
received  Diphtheria  Pertussis  Prophylactic  (Glaxo). 


Age  in  Years 

Under 
1  yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

J 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

<4-5 

"yrs. 

5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

Total 
under 
15  yrs. 

Sessional  arrangements 

224 

193 

99 

Am  Am 

16 

— 

— 

— 

455 

Private  Practitioners... 

78 

215 

56 

19 

6 

8 

— 

382 

Totals  ... 

302 

408 

78 

35 

6 

8 

— 

837 
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.  Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

The  weekly  session  continued  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons,  but 
this  was  supended  from  15th  July  to  13th  October  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  poliomyelitis. 

There  are  no  special  arrangements  for  the  vaccination  of  school 
children.  During  the  year  eighty  children  of  school  age  were  vaccinated 
or  re-vaccinated.  These  were  mainly  children  who  were  proceeding 
overseas. 

No  special  arrangements  exist  for  the  vaccination  of  adults.  The 
majority  of  vaccinations  undertaken  by  private  practitioners  relate  to 
persons  proceeding  overseas. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  vaccinations  and 
re-vaccinations  undertaken  : — * 


(i)  By  Sessional  Arrangements. 

(ii)  By  Private  Practitioners  (in  accordance  with  returns  received). 

(iii)  By  Assistant  Medical  Officers. 


.  Under 

1  vr. 

1-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

15  + 
yrs. 

Totals 

Primary  Vaccinations. 

Sessional  Arrangements 

196 

29 

16 

21 

262 

Private  Practitioners 

... 

121 

45 

48 

87 

301 

Assistant  Medical  Officers 

... 

— 

— 

— 

57* 

57* 

Totals 

... 

317 

74 

64 

165 

620 

Re-Vaccinations. 

Sessional  Arrangements 

♦ 

22 

22 

Private  Practitioners 

•  •  • 

— 

4 

16 

102 

122 

Assistant  Medical  Officers 

•V 

— 

— 

— 

92* 

92* 

Totals 

... 

— 

4 

16 

216 

236 

*  These  figures  relate  to  members  of  the  staff  who  were  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated 
by  reason  of  their  duties  and  possible  contact  with  cases  of  smallpox. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  demands  on  the  Ambulance  Service  have  continued  to  increase 
and  the  number  of  cases  removed  shows  an  increase  of  17.8  per  cent,  the 
total  cases  removed  being  39,084  compared  with  33,158  the  previous  year. 
The  mileage  run  also  shows  a  big  increase,  though  a  considerable  percentage 
of  this  is  in  connection  with  “  other  services.”  The  area  served  includes 
the  Saddleworth  district  of  the  West  Riding  and  the  adjacent  districts  of 
Health  Division  14  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

In  December  last  the  National  Health  Service  (Amendment)  Act,  1949, 
received  Royal  Assent.  Section  24  of  the  Act  requires  the  local  health 
authority  of  the  area  where  a  patient  lives  to  repay  to  another  authority 
the  cost  of  returning  the  patient  by  ambulance,  or  other  means  of  transport, 
from  a  hospital  in  that  other  authority’s'  area  to  the  patient’s  home  area. 
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The  Seel  ion  only  applies  to  patients  whose  stay  in  hospital  does  not  exceed 
three  months,  and  where  hospital  and  specialist  services  are  given  under 
the  Act. 

The  new  procedure  has  created  no  difficulties  as  far  as  this  authority 
is  concerned.  The  majority  of  patients  affected  by  this  new  legislation  are 
admitted  to  hospitals  in  the  Manchester  area  and  those  requiring  transport 
are  returned  by  the  Oldham  Ambulance  Service.  In  only  a  few  cases  did 
this  arrangement  not  apply  and  a  charge  was  made?  to  this  authority. 


The  following  figures  indicate  the 

number  of  cases 

removed 

for  each 

authority :  — 

Ambulance 

Car 

Total 

Oldham  County  Borough  . 

18,298 

4,712 

23,010 

Lancashire  County  Council  . . 

10,185 

2,782 

12,967 

West  Riding  County  Council  ... 

1,939 

1,155 

'3,094 

Other  Authorities  . 

6 

7 

13 

- 

30,428 

8,656 

39,084 

In  addition  to  the  above  removals  nine  cases  were  removed  by  train. 

On  January  1st  the  fleet  consisted  of  fourteen  ambulance  and  four 
sitting  case  vehicles.  During  the  year  two  Bedford/Lomas  ambulances 
and  a  Bedford  Spurmobus  were  delivered  and  put  into  commission.  The 
Spurmobus  was  primarily  purchased  for  use  in  connection  with  the  Regent 
Street  Occupation  Centre  and  will  carry  eight  sitting  cases  or  one  stretcher 
case  and  four  sitting  cases.  It  was  delivered  in  May  and  has  proved  most 
useful.  It  is  used  for  hospital  out-patient  removals  when  it  is  not  required 
for  Occupation  Centre  demands. 

In  July  one  of  the  ambulances  (BU  7638)  was  loaned  to  the  Oldham 
and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  use  within  the  grounds 
of  Westhulmc  Hospital.  It  was  still  “  on  loan  ”  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
On  December  31st  the  fleet  comprised  sixteen  ambulances  and  five  sitting 
case  vehicles. 

In  July  approval  was  given  to  increase  the  establishment  from  34  to  37 
Driver/Attendants.  This  increase  was  necessary  owing  to  the  increased 
calls  on  the  service  and  the  arrangement  for  children  to  be  transported  to 
and  from  the  Regent  Street  Occupation  Centre. 

Driver/Attendants  are  entered  each  year  for  the  National  Safe  Driving 
Competition  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  17  out  of  23  Driver/Attendants  eligible  had  qualified  for 
the  Diploma  issued  by  the  Society. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  alterations  and  adaptations  at  the 
West  Street  Depot  which  had  commenced  in  the  previous  July  were  far 
from  complete.  The  service  continued  to  operate  -under  difficulties  and 
the  personnel  endured  much  inconvenience  and  hardship  in  the  winter 
months.  In  March  three  new  garages  were  ready  for  use  and  in  April 
three  more  became  available,  but  it  was  not  until  October  that  the  main 
work  was  completed  and  the  depot  able  to  function  smoothly. 
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Arrangements  with  Adjacent  Health  Authorities 
West  Riding  County  Council 

By  agreement  with  •  the  West  Riding  County  Council  the  Oldham 
Ambulance  Service  accepts  and  removes  all  accident,  emergency  and 
infectious  cases  arising  in  the  Saddleworth  area,  with  the  exception  of  the 
occasional  case  which  occurs  in  the  area  remote  from  Oldham  and 
proximate  to  Huddersfield  which  is  usually  removed  by  one  of  the  County 
ambulances  based  at  Huddersfield.  Payment  for  work,  done  is  based  on  a 
rate  per  mile  which  is  determined  at  the  end  of  each  financial  year. 

Lancashire  County  Council 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  agency  arrangements  with  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  and  the  County  Borough  continues  to  provide 
ambulance  cover  for  Chadderton,  Crompton,  Royton,  Lees,  Failsworth  and 
Limehurst. 

In  September  last  year  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  forwarded  new 
proposals  for  the  modification  of  the  County  Ambulance  Service  which 
would  terminate  the  agency  agreement  with  this  authority  as  regards 
Chadderton,  Crompton  and  Royton.  The  Health  Committee  decided  to 
object  to  the  proposals  of  the  County  Council  and  the  Town  Clerk 
subsequently  communicated  this  decision  to  the  Minister  of  Health  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council.  In  March  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  formally 
notified  this  authority  that  the  Minister  of  Health  had  approved  the 
modifications  proposed  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  The  following 
communication  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health:  — 

“  I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to  refer  to  your  letter 
of  the  5th  November,  1949,  and  to  say  that  he  has  carefully  considered 
the  representations  of  your  Council  concerning  the  proposed 
modification  of  the  existing  Ambulance  Service  proposals  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council,  and  the  observations  of  the  Council 
thereon.  He  believes  that  the  evidence  does  not  justify  his 
withholding  approval  for  the  modification,  to  which  he  has,  therefore, 
consented. 

Your  Council  has,  no  doubt,  noted  the  offer  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council,  contained  in  their  observations  addressed  to  the 
Minister  on  the  22nd  November,  to  accommodate  any  redundancy 
caused  by  the  developments  they  contemplate.” 

Following  this  decision  the  Health  Committee  requested  the  County 
Council  to  give  six  months’  notice  of  the  effective  date  of  the  modification 
of  the  County  Ambulance  Service  affecting  this  authority.  The  Clerk  in 
reply  advised  that  the  County  Council  did  not  intend  to  take  any  action 
with  regard  to  the  termination  of  the  existing  agency  arrangement  without 
consulting  this  authority  at  the  earliest  opportunity  and  if  possible,  giving 
at  least  six  months’  notice  of  any  such  proposals.  The  County  Council  have 
offered  to  accommodate  any  redundancy  in  men  and  vehicles  caused  by 
the  developments  they  contemplate. 

In  addition  to  undertaking  the  statutory  duties  required  under  the  Act 
the  Ambulance  Service  has  provided  transport  for  the  following  services 
administered  by  the  Health  Committee:  — 
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(1) .  Midwives  Service. 

hor  normal  routine  duties  the  midwives  use  public  transport,  but  for 
urgent  calls  during  the  day  and  when  the  gas  and  air  apparatus  is  required, 
a  car  is  requested  from  the  Cleansing  and  Transport  Department.  At  all 
other  times  and  over  the  week-end  the  Ambulance  Service  is  responsible 
for  providing  transport  for  the  midwives,  a  small  sitting  case  car  being 
used.  This  arrangement  is  economical  and  most  efficient,  and  during  the 
year  involved  a  total  mileage  of  14,353  miles. 

(2) .  Home  Nursing  Service. 

The  district  nurses  use  public  transport,  but  at  week-ends  and  in 
exceptional  circumstances,  e.g.,  shortage  of  staff  or  extraordinary  pressure 
of  work,  transport  is  provided  by  the  Ambulance  Service.  During  the 
summer  months  and  in  December  owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff,  the 
provision  was  particularly  necessary.  A  total  mileage  of  8,619  miles  was 
involved  compared  with  2,516  miles  for  the  previous  year. 

(3) .  Occupation  Centre. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  only  limited  transport  was  available 
but  following  the  delivery  of  the  Spurmobus,  regular  transport  was 
provided  for  all  the  children  attending  the  Centre.  These  journeys  involved 
a  total  mileage  of  9,114  miles. 

The  service  also  provides  emergency  transport  for  the  duly  authorised 
officers  and  for  the  “  flying  squad  ”  which  operates  from  Boundary  Park 
General  Hospital. 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  work  of  the  Ambulance  Service 


during  the  year:  — 

Ambulances 

Cars 

Total 

1. 

Number  of  vehicles 

at 

31st 

December  . 

16 

,  5 

21 

2. 

Number  of  journeys  .... 

12051 

2932 

14983 

3. 

Number  of  patients  carried  . 

30447 

8640 

39087 

4. 

Number  of  accident 

and 

other 

emergency  journeys 

(included 

in  (2)  above)  . 

5033 

— 

5033 

5. 

Total  mileage  . 

131475 

87114 

218589 

(The  above  figures  include  removals  for  the  Lancashire  and  West  Riding 
County  Councils  and  also  the  mileage  run  in  connection  with  other  services.) 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Tuberculosis 

Details  of  notified  cases  and  other  statistics  relating  to  tuberculosis 
are  given  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Section  of  the  report. 

The  staffing  arrangements  described  in  the  report  for  last  year  have 
been  continued.  Dr.  H.  S.  Bagshaw,  Chest  Physician,  undertakes  duties 
in  connection  with  prevention  and  after-care  and  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor  assists  at  the  Dispensary  sessions.  Under  these  arrangements  there 
is  some  degree  of  co-oporntion  between  the  preventive  and  curative  services. 
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The  supply  of  milk  to  patients  attending  the  Dispensary  has  been 
continued  and  suitable  cases  in  need  of  extra  nourishment  are  referred  to 
the  Public  Health  Department  so  that  orders  can  be  issued.  During  the 
year  39  individual  patients  were  issued  with  263  orders  for  the  supply  of 
free  milk.  Each  order  permits  the  supply  of  milk  for  a  period  of  one 
fnonth  and  137  orders  were  for  two  pints  per  day  and  126  orders  for  one 
pint  per  day. 

Good  housing  conditions  play  a  large  part  in  the  prevention  and  cure 
of  tuberculosis  but  the  acute  housing  shortage  persists  and  it  is  still  not 
possible  to  recommend  for  rehousing  every  family  where  the  housing 
conditions  are  unsatisfactory.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  the  Housing  Sub-Committee  gives  priority  to  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  with  a  positive  sputum  and  under  the  points  scheme 
other  cases  of  tuberculosis  receive  up  to  a  maximum  of  five  points  by 
reason  of  this  condition.  During  the  year  priority  recommendations  were 
made  in  respect  of  fourteen  cases,  and  eleven  cases  received  additional 
points.  The  Housing  Sub-Committee  rehoused  six  families  under  the 
“  priority  arrangements  ”  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

In  April,  a  male  patient  aged  forty  years  was  discharged  from  the 
Barrowmorc  Sanatorium  and  admitted  to  the  East  Lancashire  Tuberculosis 
Colony.  This  Authority  accepted  responsibility  for  a  payment  of  £1  per 
week  during  such  time  as  he  remains  a  colonist. 

In  July,  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  64/50  was  received  which 
contained  recommendations  of  the  Joint  Tuberculosis  Council  regarding 
the  protection  of  organised  groups  of  children  against  the  risk  of  infection 
by  adults  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  These  recommendations  as  far  as 
the  local  health  authority  is  concerned  involve— (i)  a  chest  X-ray  of  new 
entrants  whose  employment  involves  close  contact  with  groups  of  children, 
and  (ii)  an  annual  X-ray  of  all  persons  in  such  employment.  These  X-ray 
examinations  may  be  made  at  hospitals  or  chest  clinics  or  through  a  mass 
radiography  unit.  Where  arrangements  are  made  for  individual 
examinations  at  hospitals  or  chest  clinics  fees  will  be  payable  by  the  local 
health  authority,  but  no  charge  is  to  be  made  in  the  case  of  mass 
radiography  examinations.  As  this  authority  is  already  contributing 
towards  the  salary  of  a  Chest  Physician  who  could  suitably  undertake  these 
examinations  it  was  considered  unreasonable  that  payment  should  be  made 
for  this  work.  It  is  hoped  that  at  a  very  early  date  the  necessary 
examinations  will  be  carried  out  by  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography 
Service. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

In  June,  the  vaccination  of  selected  contacts  of  known  cases  was 
commenced.  These  arrangements  are  under  the  control  and  supervision 
of  Dr.  H.  S.  Bagshaw,  Chest  Physician,  and  since  this  date  23  children  (13 
boys  and  10  girls)  who  were  found  to  be  Mantoux  negative  received  B.C.G. 
vaccination.  Subsequent  Mantoux  tests  were  positive  in  each  case. 

Mental  Illness  or  Defectiveness 

The  arrangements  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from 
mental  illness  or  defectiveness  are  fully  described  in  the  Mental  Health 
Section  of  this  report. 
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Other  Types  of  Illness 

There  has  been  co-operation  between  the  Hospital  Staffs  and  the 
officers  of  the  Department,  and  requests  were  received  for  information 
with  regard  to  patients.  Assistance  has  been  given  through  the  Home 
Nursing  and  Domestic  Help  Services  to  patients  discharged  from  hospital. 

Provision  of  Nursing  Requisites  and  Apparatus 
(a)  By  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

(i)  Tuberculous  Cases, 

Nursing  requisites  are  available  through  the  Dispensary. 
During  the  year  17  patients  received  nursing  requisites,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  42  patients  were  receiving  this  assistance. 
The  following  table  shows  the  items  issued  during  the  year,  and 
the  equipment  on  loan  at  the  31st  December:  — 


No  issued  No.  on  loan 

Item  during  the  year  at  31st  Dec. 

Beds  .  7  27 

Mattresses  .  6  27 

Mattress  Covers  .  -  17 

Blankets  .  12  64 

Pillows  .  6  24 

Bed  rests  .  7  4 

Urinals  .  2  2 

Bed  pans  .  *  3  4 

Air-rings  .  5  ,  4 


(ii)  Maternity  Cases. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Midwives  Service  for  the  loan  of 
nursing  requisites  required  for  the  mother  and  her  baby  have  been 
continued.  Beds,  mattresses,  blankets,  pillows,  cot  sheets,  cot 
blankets,  bed  pans,  air-rings,  hot  water  bottles  and  nightdresses 
are  available. 

(b)  By  Voluntary  Organisations. 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  (Oldham  Corps), 

Medical  Comforts  Depot,  Park  Road,  Oldham. 

General  ^medical  and  surgical  cases  in  need  of  nursing 
requisites  can  obtain  these  through  the  Medical  Comforts  Depot. 
The  Depot  continues  to  provide  a  most  useful  service  and  nursing 
requisites  are  obtained  on  the  certificate  of  a  medical  practitioner. 
The  Brigade  have  agreed  to  make  available  such  items  of 
equipment  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider 
necessary7.  A  deposit  is  charged  when  an  article  is  loaned  but 
this  is  refunded  on  its  return.  The  Depot  is  open  on  weekdays 
from  7-30  p.m.  to  9-0  p.m.  Duriner  the  year  523  patients  received 
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\ 


\ 

\ 


assistance  and  701 

articles  were 

loaned.  At  the  end  of 

the  year 

the  following  items  of  equipment  were  on  loan:  — 

Air-rings  . 

.  41 

Hot  water  bottles 

.  i 

Bed  cradles  . 

.  7 

Invalid  Chairs  . 

.  19 

Bed  pans  . 

.  51 

Kidney  bowls  . . 

.  1 

Bed  rests  . 

.  34 

Pails  and  lids  . 

.  1 

Bed  tables  . 

.  4 

Rubber  sheets  . 

.  35 

Commodes  . 

.......  '3 

Sorbo  Beds  . 

.  1 

Crutches  (pairs)  ... 

.  6 

Urinals  . 

.  27 

Foot  baths  . 

.  1 

Walking  sticks  . 

.  3 

Feeding  cups  . 

.  *  5 

For  the  financial  year  1950-51  the  Health  Committee  reimbursed 
the  Brigade  in  respect  of  all  establishment  charges  incurred  at  the 
Medical  Comforts  Depot  and  made  a  grant  of  £40  for  the  replacement 
of  nursing  requisites. 

*  Convalescence 

Local  Health  Authorities  have  power  under  Section  2S  to  provide 
convalescence,  where  no  active  treatment  is  required,  as  part  of  their 
after-care  arrangements.  Regional  Hospital  Boards  can  also  provide 
convalescent  care  for  patients  who  still  require  medical  treatment  and 
nursing.  Where  convalescent  treatment  is  in  the  nature  of  a  rest  after 
illness,  cr  a  change  of  air,  and  there  is  no  active  treatment  required,  it 
will  not  be  provided  by  the  Boards.  All  would  benefit  by  a  rest  and 
change  of  air,  and  most  adults  could  make  a  claim  for  convalescence  of 
this  type.  The  acceptance  of  convalescence  provision  in  this  wide  sense 
would  be  impracticable  and  cause  serious  financial  implications.  No 
\  complete  scheme  for  convalescence  has  been  approved  by  the  Health 
Committee,  but  it  has  been  agreed  that  in  special  circumstances  cases  may 
be  recommended  to  the  Committee  for  consideration. 

During  the  year  three  pre-school  children  and  two  adults  were  provided 
with  a  period  of  convalescence  under  these  arrangements  at  a  cost  of  £86. 

The  full  cost  was  met  by  the  Committee  but  in  three  cases  it  was  possible 
to  recover  part  of  the  cost.  i 

In  addition  to  the  arrangements  outlined  above,  a  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  convalescence  for  school  children  is  provided  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority,  suitable  cases  being  recommended  through  the  School 
Health  Service.  During  the  year  23  children  (11  boys  and  12  girls)  were 
sent  for  a  period  of  convalescence  under  this  scheme. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SER\TCE 

The  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  this  Service  as  outlined 
previously  were  continued.  The  Domestic  Help  Organiser  is  responsible  to  • 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  general  supervision  of  the  service. 

In  March,  Mrs.  Cleverley  (n£c  Haydock),  Domestic  Help  Organiser, 
resigned.  Mrs.  Mary  McGough  was  appointed  to  succeed  her  and 
commenced  duties  in  June, 
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The  number  of  home  helps  employed  has  again  increased  as  the 
following  figures  show:  — 


Employed  at 
1st  January 

Whole-time  (35-44  hours  per  week)  17 

Part-time  (under  35  hours  per  week)  28 


Employed  at 
31st  December 
23 
32 


The  demands  on  the  service  increased  and  the  main  provision  has  been 
for  old  people  who  are  sick.  In  the  majority  of  cases  these  old  people  are 
living  alone  and  many  required  hospital  treatment,  but  immediate  admission 
to  hospital  could  not  be  obtained  owing  to  pressure  on  hospital 
accommodation. 

The  full  charge  made  to  householders  is  2s.  Id.  per  hour.  In  cases 
where  this  charge  cannot  be  met,  it  may  be  reduced  or  waived  according  to 
circumstances.  In  April,  the  Committee  adopted  the  A.M.C.  scale  of 
allowances  and  a  Section  was  appointed  to  consider  any  appeals  against 
assessment.  Where  the  total  amount  due  in  one  month  does  not  exceed 
15s.  0d.,  the  Committee  agreed  that  no  charge  be  made. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  types  of  cases  that  received 
assistance  :  — 


Cases 

Cases 

Total  Cases  (remaining) 

on  books  at 

New 

receiving  on  books  at 

Type  of  Case 

1st  January  - 

Cases 

Assistance  31st  December 

Sickness  . 

30 

68 

98  29 

Accident?  .  . 

2 

16 

18  4 

Aged  Persons  with  Sickness 

(Females  6U+,  Males  65  +  ) 

133 

120 

253  188 

Aged  Persons 

(Females  60 +  ,  Males  65  +  ) 

28 

40 

68  42 

Blind  Persons  . 

— 

9 

9  9 

Post  Operative  . 

3 

36 

39  5 

Tuberculosis  . 

5 

5  4 

MATERNITY  CASES: 

Ante-Natal  . 

— 

1 

4 

4  1 

Confinement  . 

4 

51 

55  — 

Hospital  Discharge  . 

— 

16 

16  1 

Totals  . 

200 

365 

565  283 

t - - — 

Night  Attendants 

The  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  a  night  attendant  in  cases  where 

a  patient  is  acutely  ill  and  living  alone,  or  where  the  relatives  need  some 
temporary  night  help,  have  been  continued.  This  service  has  met  a  real 
need,  especially  in  the  case  of  patients  who  could  not  get  immediate  hospital 
admission.  During  the  year  five  night  attendants  were  employed  as 
follows:  — 


Number  of  Cases  .  24 

Number  of  “  night  sessions  ”  .  155 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

All  matters  relating  to  Mental  Health  and  Mental  Deficiency  are 
referred  to  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee. 
The  Sub-Committee  consists  of  seven  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  four  co-opted  members. 

The  Council  have  appointed  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  a 
special  Committee  under  Section  85  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  and 
delegated  to  the  Sub-Committee  all  the  powers  of  the  local  health  authority 
under  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  Section  30  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act, 
1913  (as  amended  by  subsequent  Acts).  All  other  proceedings  of  the 
Sub-Committee  are  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Health  Committee  and 
the  Council.  \ 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of 
the  service  and  is  assisted  by  a  Senior  Medical  Officer  of  the  Department. 


Medical  Staff 

•  4 

Dr.  A.  P.  Buchan,  Senior  Medical  Officer,  'undertakes  special  clinical 
duties  in  the  Department.  This  officer,  together  with  Dr.  J.  Starkie,  Senior 
Medical  Officer,  and  Dr.  A.  P.  Curran,  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  are 
approved  by  the  Authority  for  the  purposes  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts, 
1913-1938.  These  officers  are  also  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  for 
the  purpose  of  making  recommendations  under  Sections  1  (3)  and  5  (3)  of 
the  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

During  the  year,  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  appointed 
Dr.  G.  S.  Robertson,  Consultant  in  Mental  Deficiency,  to  the  Oldham 
Hospital  Group  and  his  services  were  made  available  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority  in  a  consulting  capacity. 

Dr.  E.  Gostynski,  Medical  Director  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  who 
was  approved  by  this  Authority  for  the  purpose  of  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts,  1913-1938,  and  whose  services  were  used  in  a  consulting  capacity, 
resigned  in  October,  having  accepted  an  appointment  with  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

Dr.  Arthur  Pool,  who  commenced  duties  as  Consultant  Psjrchiatrist  to 
the  Oldham  Hospital  Group  in  December,  made  his  services  available  in  a 
consultant  capacity,  pending  his  appointment  by  the  Health  Committee. 

Duly  Authorised  Officers 

The  establishment  provides  for  the  appointment  of  three  Duly 
Authorised  Officers,  who  are  also  Mental  Health  Visitors.  On  1st  January, 
only  two  of  these  posts  were  filled,  but  the  Lay  Administrative  Officer, 
Mr.  T.  P.  McKniff,  who  had  been  appointed  temporary  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  in  May  of  last  year,  continued  to  undertake  these  duties,  pending 
the  filling  of  the  vacancy. 

In  November,  following  repeated  advertisements,  Mr.  D.  G.  Pickles, 
B. A. (Cantab.),  was  appointed  Mental  Health  Visitor  and  Duly  Authorised 
Officer.  When  he  took  up  duties  in  December,  Mr.  T.  P.  McKniff  ceased 
to  act  as  Duly  Authorised  Officer. 
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Social  Workers 

As  stated  above,  the  establishment  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
three  Mental  Health  Visitors,  who  also  act  as  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 
Only  two  posts  were  filled  throughout  the  year,  the  third  not  being  filled 
until  December. 

The  establishment  also  provides  for  the  appointment  of  two  Psychiatric 
Social  Workers.  Mrs.  S.  D.  Hancock  who  was  appointed  to  one  of  these 
posts  in  May,  1949,  resigned  her  appointment  in  August,  but  in  spite  of 
repeated  efforts  it  was  not  possible  to  fill  this  vacancy. 

The  post  of  Student  Mental  Health  Visitor  was  created  in  1949 
following  repeated  attempts  to  bring  the  staff  of  social  workers  up  to 
establishment.  In  October,  Mr.  J.  Chadwick,  who  was  appointed  to  this 
position,  resigned,  having  secured  an  appointment  with  the  Oldham  and 
District  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Occupation  Centre 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  staff  establishment  of  the  Occupation 
Centre  was  one  Supervisor  and  three  Assistants.  In  June,  approval  was 
given  to  increase  the  establishment  to  one  Supervisor  and  four  Assistants. 

Training  of  Mental  Health  Workers 

No  special  arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  the  training 
of  Mental  Health  Workers. 

Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and 
Hospital  Management  Committees 

The  Mental  Health  Visitors  have  continued  to  supervise  mental 
defectives  on  licence.  They  prepare  all  reports  required  in  connection  with 
these  cases  and  any  reports  for  cases  whose  orders  for  detention  are  subject 
to  review  under  Section  11  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 

The  Mental  Health  Visitors  also  prepare  a  detailed  social  history  for 
each  patient  suffering  from  mental  illness  and  admitted  to  a  Mental 
Hospital  and  this  is  forwarded  to  the  hospital  concerned  shortly  after  the 
patient’s  admission.  They  prepare  any  further  reports  that  may  be 
required  and  reports  on  home  conditions  prior  to  the  patient’s  discharge 
if  requested. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  allows  for  the 
member  of  the  Oldham  and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee, 
co-opted  on  the  Health  Committee,  to  be  a  member.  Alderman  Frank 
Lord,  O.B.E.,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee,  is 
the  member  for  the  year  1950-51. 

Co-operation  with  Voluntary  Associations 

No  specific  duties  have  been  delegated  to  voluntary  organisations. 

The  Oldham  Council  for  Mental  Health,  whose  main  function  is  now 
educational,  organised  no  special  lectures  during  the  3rear,  but  at  the  end 
of  the  year  arrangements  were  in  hand  for  lectures  to  be  held  early  in 
1951.  No  grant  was  made  to  the  Council  during  the  financial  year,  1950-51. 
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Two  members  of  the  Council  are  co-opted  on  to  the  Mental  Health 
Sub-Committee,  and  in  May,  the  Health  Committee  re-appointed  the  Rev. 
G.  R.  Lloyd  ana  Miss  I.  M.  Brislee  as  members  for  the  current  municipal 
year. 

In  October,  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  agreed  to  make  a  grant 
of  £25  for  the  financial  year  1950-51  to  the  National  Association  for  Mental 
Health  in  support  of  the  general  work  which  the  Association  undertake  in 
the  field  of  Mental  Health. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

In  many  cases  the  help  of  the  Mental  Health  Visitors  has  been 
requested  by  general  practitioners,  relatives  and  medical  staff  of  the  local 
hospitals,  before  the  patient  has  needed  removal  to  hospital. 

Following  the  admission  of  a  patient  to  the  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  Annexe  and  prior  to  transfer  to  another  Mental  Hospital, 
arrangements  are  made  for  relatives  to  be  referred  to  the  Mental  Health 
Visitors  for  information  and  advice. 

1  -it 

In  accordance  with  the  Mental  Treatment  Rules,  1948,  details  of  all 
admissions,  transfers  or  discharges  from  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital 
Annexe  are  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Similar 
information  is  received  from  other  mental  hospitals  in  respect  of  Oldham 
residents. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  and  reports  made  by  the 


Mental  Health  Visitors:  — 

Pre-Care  Reports  . 136 

Social  Histories  . 118 

Pre-Discharge  Reports  . 24 

After-Care  Reports  . 140 


LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS,  1890-1930 
Work  Undertaken  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers 

Duly  Authorised  Officers  undertake  duties  under  the  Lunacy  and 
Mental  Treatment  Acts  which  were  previously  performed  by  Relieving 
Officers.  Their  main  duty  is  to  take  the  initial  proceedings  in  providing 
care  and  treatment  for  persons  suffering  from  mental  illness. 

The  services  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  are  available  throughout 
the  24  hours;  the  officer  being  on  rota  duty  for  evening  and  weekend  calls. 
The  officer  on  duty  can  be  contacted  through  the  Police  or  the  Central 
Admissions  Bureau  at  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  made  and  work  undertaken 
by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers:  — 

Visits : 

1.  At  the  request  of  general  practitioners  .  82 

2.  Other  sources  (police,  relatives,  neighbours,  etc.)  ...  37 


119 


54 


Removals  to  Hospital 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe 


(a)  Admissions: 

Lunacy  Act,  1890,  Section  20  (3  day  orders)  . ..........  26 

Lunacy  Act,  1890,  Section  21  (14  day  orders)'.. .  41 


67 

(b)  Transfers  to  Mental  Hospitals: 

LUNACY  ACT,  1890,  SECTION  16 

Prestwich  Hospital  .  7 

Lancaster  Moor  Hospital  .  24 

Whittingham  Hospital  .  5 

Springfield  Hospital,  Manchester  .  1 

Parkside  Hospital,  Macclesfield  . 1 


38 

(c)  Completion  of  Summary  Reception  Orders  for  Further 

Detention  .  35 

Other  Hospitals 


(a)  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  Section  16: 

Lancaster  Moor  Hospital  . . .  3 

Prestwich  Hospital  . . .  3 

(b)  Mental  Treatment  Act,  Section  5: 

Lancaster  Moor  Hospital  . . .  2 


Facilities  for  Treatment 

A  Psychotherapeutic  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons.  The  majority  of  patients  are 
referred  direct  by  their  own  practitioner  but  there  were  23  cases  referred 
to  the  clinic  through  this  Department  and  with  the  co-operation  of  their 
own  doctor. 

The  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe  is  a  designated  Mental 
Hospital  and  the  majority  of  patients  requiring  admission  to  hospital  are 
admitted  to  this  institution.  As  the  facilities  for  treatment  are  limited, 
patients  requiring  special  psychiatric  care  and  treatment  have  been 
transferred  to  the  larger  mental  hospitals  in  the  region.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  appointment  of  a  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  who  will  attend 
regularly  at  the  hospital,  will  enable  more  patients  to  receive  treatment 
in  the  Psychiatric  Unit  and  fewer  patients  will  be  transferred  to  the  larger 
mental  hospitals. 

The  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  appointed  Dr.  Arthur  Pool, 
Consultant  Psychiatrist,  to  the  Oldham  and  Rochdale  Hospital  Groups,  and 
he  commenced  duty  on  the  1st  December.  The  appointment  of  a  Consultant 
in  this  speciality  is  long  overdue  and  will  meet  a  very  real  need. 

In  many  areas  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  securing  the 
admission  of  mental  cases,  particularly  aged  persons  to  mental  hospitals. 
In  this  respect  we  have  been  more  fortunate  in  Oldham  and  only  during 
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November  and  December  was  some  delay  in  the  admission  of  certain  cases 
experienced.  In  all  cases  of  acute  urgency  admission  was  readily  effected. 


The  following  summarises  the  admissions  of  Oldham  residents  notified 
to  the  Department  during  the  year:  — 


Hospital 

Under 

Order 

Admissions 

Voluntary  Temporary 
Patients  Patients 

Total 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital 
Annexe  . . . . 

67 

20  — 

87 

Prestwich  Hospital  . 

10 

17  — 

27* 

Lancaster  Moor  Hospital  . . 

27 

—  2 

29* 

Whittingham  Hospital  . . . 

5 

1  — 

6* 

Parkside  Hospital.  Macclesfield 

1 

—  — 

1* 

Springfield  Hospital,  Manchester 

1 

—  — 

1* 

*  Includes  patients  transferred  from  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital 

Annexe  (see  above). 


Information  was  also  received  of  thirty  Oldham  residents  who  died  in 
Mental  Hospitals,  and  of  82  discharges. 

.Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  utilised  for  the  removal  of  patients  to  mental 
hospitals  and  mental  deficiency  institutions.  The  Duly  Authorised  Officers 
have  authority  to  request  an  ambulance  or  sitting-case  car,  and  where 
necessary,  the  services  of  attendants  are  obtained  from  the  Boundary  Park 
General  Hospital  Annexe. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 
Cases  Reported  During  the  Year 

There  were  34  cases  reported  to  the  local  health  authority. 

Of  these,  sixteen  were  reported  under  the  Education  Act,  1944,  nine 
having  been  found  incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school,  and  seven 
requiring  supervision  after  leaving  school. 

The  remaining  eighteen  cases  were  reported  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts  as  follows:  — 

ia)  Detained  in  the  Mental  Wards  of  Boundary  Park 

General  Hospital  Annexe  .  13 

(b)  At  the  instance  of  the  parent  or  guardian  (Male 

aged  15  years,  Females  aged  23  &  47  years)  3 

(c)  Neglected  and  without  visible  means  of  support 


(Female  aged  25  years)  .  1 

(d)  Guilty  of  a  criminal  offence  (Male  aged  32  years, 
committed  to  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital 
Annexe  by  an  Order  of  the  Magistrates)  .  1 


With  regard  to  the  thirteen  cases  detained  in  the  mental  wards  of  the 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe,  at  the  end  of  the  year  a 
certificate  of  exception  had  only  been  received  in  respect  of  one  of  these 
cases,  so  the  remaining  twelve  cases  were  not  yet  “  subject  to  be  dealt 
with/’ 

Further  particulars  relating  to  the  cases  reported  during  the  year  are 
given  in  the  tables  relating  to  mental  deficiency. 
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Ascertained  Defectives  Found 


to  be  “Subject  to  be  Dealt  With” 


During  the  year  there  were  22  defectives  found  to  be  “subject  to  be 
dealt  with,”  one  of  these  cases  being  reported  in  December  of  the  previous 
year.  Of  these,  thirteen  were  placed  under  Statutory  Supervision,  six  were 
recommended  for  institutional  care,  and  at  the  end  of  -the  year  action  had 
not  yet  been  taken  in  respect  of  three  cases. 


Statutory  Supervision 

The  following  details  relate  to  the  ascertained  cases  found  to  be 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with”  and  placed  under  statutory  supervision:  — 


(a)  Children  of  School  Age  . . . . .  9 

(i)  Incapable  of  Receiving  Education  .  5 

Admitted  to  the  Occupation  Centre  . .  5 

(ii)  Requiring  Supervision  After  Leaving  School  .  4 


There  was  one  child  who  left  the  Educationally  Sub-Normal 
Department  of  the  Chaucer  Special  School,  and  three  who  left 
ordinary  schools.  Three  of  these  children  were  in  useful  and 
suitable  employment  at  the  end  of  the  year;  the  remaining 
case  was  repeatedly  found  employment  of  the  simplest 
character  but  she  could  not  keep  these  jobs  and  was 


subsequently  admitted  to  the  Occupation  Centre. 

(b)  \dults  and  Juveniles  .  4 

At  home — Under  the  care  of  mother  .  2 

(Females  aged  23  and  47  years) 

At  home — At  work  .  1 

(Male  aged  32  years,  placed  in  employment  on 
discharge  from  Hospital) 

Boarded  Out — At  Work  — . . .  1 

(Male  aged  15  years,  under  the  care  of  the 
Children’s  Officer) 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  174  cases  remaining  under  statutory 
supervision. 

Institutional  Care 


Defectives  recommended  for  institutional  care  are  usually  admitted  to 
one  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals  in  the  area  of  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  seven  cases  (four  males,  three  females) 
recommended  in  previous  years  for  institutional  care,  were  awaiting 
admission.  Of  these  cases,  only  one,  a  male  of.  four  years,  was  admitted 
during  the  year. 

Six  cases  (three  males,  three  females)  ascertained  during  the  year  were 
recommended  for  institutional  care.  Of  these,  four  cases  (two  males,  two 
females)  were  admitted. 
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During  the  year,  five  cases  (two  males,  three  females)  previously 
ascertained  and  under  statutory  supervision,  were  reported  upon  and 
recommended  for  institutional  care.  Of  these,  two  cases  (two  females) 
were  admitted. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  eleven  cases  (six  males,  five  females) 
awaiting  institutional  care. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  cases  admitted  to  institutional 


care :  — 

Hospital 

0-5 

5-10 

Age  Groups 
10-15 

15-20 

Over  20 

Brockhall 

M  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hospital 

F  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Calderstones 

M  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Hospital 

F  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stanley  Hospital. 

M  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ulverston 

F  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Guardianship 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  two  cases  were  under  guardianship. 

(i)  A  female  of  39  years  who  has  been  under  the  guardianship 
of  her  father  for  many  years. 

(ii)  A  male  of  21  years  who  was  placed  under  the  guardianship 
of  an  officer  of  the  local  health  authority  in  August,  1949.  He  has 
continued  to  do  well  and  work  was  found  for  him  in  co-operation 
with  the  Disablement  Rehabilitation  Officer.  He  has  worked  steadily 
throughout  the  year,  earning  £5-£6  per  week. 

During  the  year  a  female  of  eighteen  years,  under  statutory 
supervision,  and  also  under  the  care  of  the  Children’s  Officer,  was,  on 
transfer  to  the  St.  Saviours’  Convent,  Liverpool,  placed  under  the 
guardianship  of  the  Sister  Superior. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  cases  under  guardianship. 

Voluntary  Supervision 

Two  patients  died  during  the  year  and  seven  were  lost  sight  of. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  44  cases  under  Voluntary  Supervision. 

Taken  to  “  Places  of  Safety  ** 

There  were  five  cases  admitted  into  a  “  place  of  safety  ”  during  the 
year. 

(a)  A  female  aged  sixteen  years  who  absconded  from  the  Clifton  House 
Convent,  Liverpool,  was  admitted  to  Brockhall  Hospital  and 
subsequently  placed  under  Order. 

(b)  A  female  aged  39  years,  under  statutory  supervision,  was  left  alone 
when  her  father  was  admitted  to  hospital,  and  was  quite  incapable 
of  caring  for  herself.  She  was  admitted  to  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  Annexe  and  subsequently  admitted  to  the  Stanley 
Hospital,  Ulverston,  on  Petition. 


(c)  A  female  aged  25  years,  under  statutory  supervision,  who  had  been 
separated  from  her  husband  for  four  years,  and  was  found 
penniless  and  homeless.  She  was  admitted  to  Boundary  Park 
General  Hospital  Annexe  and  subsequently  admitted  to  Brockhall 
Hospital  on  Petition. 

(d)  A  male  aged  nine  years  under  statutory  supervision,  whose  mother 
was  admitted  to  hospital,  had  no  one  to  care  for  him,  so 
arrangements  were  made  with  the  Children’s  Officer  for  his 
temporary  admission  to  the  Firbank  Homes,  Royton,  as  a  “  place 
of  safety  ”  until  his  mother  could  return  home. 

4t 

(e)  A  female  aged  eight  years  under  statutory  supervision,  was 
admitted  to  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe,  the  mother 
having  temporarily  left  the  father.  During  this  period  while  he 
was  unable  to  provide  the  necessary  care  and  attention,  admission 
into  a  “  place  of  safety  ”  was  arranged. 

Community  Care 

The  duties  ol  the  Mental  Health  Visitors  include  the  community  care 
and  supervision  of  mental  defectives  under  statutory  supervision, 
guardianship,  and  on  licence.  During  the  year  the  following  reports  and 


visits  were  made:  — . 

Progress  Reports  . ! .  87 

Statutory  Guardianship  .  94 

Statutory  Supervision  .  463 

Initial  Visits  to  New  Cases  .  42 


Occupation  Centre 

The  Occupation  Centre  continued  to  function  in  the  Regent  Street 
Congregational  Sunday  School,  a  portion  of  the  premises  being  rented  for 
the  purpose.  The  Centre  is  open  each  week  day  except  Saturday,  but  is 
closed  during  the  ordinary  school  holidays.  A  mid-day  meal  is  provided 
through  the  School  Meals  Service, -a  charge  being  made  to  the  parents;  in 
necessitous  cases  this  charge  is  reduced  or  waived. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  the  Supervisor  and 
two  Assistants,  and  was  one  Assistant  below  establishment.  In  June  an 
increase  in  establishment  of  one  Assistant  Supervisor  was  approved.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  the  Supervisor  and  four  Assistants  were  employed. 

During  the  year,  there  were  thirteen  new  admissions,  eight  males  and 
five  females.  In  September,  the  Lancashire  County  Council  opened  a 
Centre  in  Chadderton,  and  eleven  County  children  were  removed  from  the 
Centre.  On  the  31st  December  there  were  43  defectives  on  the  register,  39 
from  the  Oldham  County  Borough,  three  from  the  adjacent  districts  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council,  and  one  from  the  Saddleworth  district  of  the 
West  Riding. 

In  October  of  last  year  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  approved 
arrangements  for  the  conveyance  of  the  children  to  and  from  the  Centre. 
The  necessary  transport  was  to  be  provided  through  the  Ambulance  Service 
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but  could  not  be  effected  until  suitable  vehicles  were  available.  It  was  not 
until  May  that  the  Bedford  Spermobus  ordered  for  this  special  purpose  was 
delivered.. 

New  Occupation  Centre 

In  January,  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee,  having  in  mind  the 
urgent  need  for  a  new  Occupation  Centre,  took  active  steps  towards  its 
provision,  and  members  and  officials  visited  the  Leeds  Occupation  Centres. 
In  February  it  was  agreed,  subject  to  Ministry  approval,  to  provide  an 
Occupation  Centre  for  sixty  children  and  the  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  was  instructed  to  prepare  plans.  The  proposal  was  submitted 
to  the  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  who  adjourned 
consideration  for  one  month  for  enquiries  to  be  made  into  the  possibility 
of  providing  a  prefabricated  structure. 

During  March,  enquiries  were  made  of  a  local  constructional 
engineering  firm  for  such  a  building.  Plans  and  specifications  were 
produced  for  an  occupation  centre  of  a  prefabricated  type  made  of 
non-corrodible  light  alloy  extrusions,  resting  and  fastened  on  to  a  concrete 
base.  The  external  walls  were  to  be  of  asbestos  sheeting  and  the  internal 
wall  put  to  a  height  of  4ft.,  also  of  asbestos  sheeting  with  a  cavity  filled 
in  to  make  a  solid  wall.  The  internal  walls  about  4ft.  would  be  of  fibre 
board  and  the  roof  of  asbestos  sheeting.  The  estimated  life  of  the  building 
was  to  be  forty  years,  and  the  main  feature  a  central  circular  hall.  The 
estimated  cost  would  be  £6,300  to  £7,875,  and  the  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  stated  that  a  further  £9,000  would  be  needed  for  such  items  as 
floors,  heating,  lighting,  etc. 

In  March,  the  Committee  approved  this  plan  in  principle  and  it  was 
left  with  the  officials  to  discuss  the  proposal  with  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
The  Ministry  were  of  the  opinion  that  a  prefabricated  building  with  a 
central  hall  would  not  be  satisfactory  and  that  the  maintenance  costs  after 
fifteen  years  would  be  heavy.  It  was  recommended  that  consideration 
should  be  given  to  a  building  on  traditional  lines. 

In  April,  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  and  subsequently  the 
Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  approved  proposals  for  a  new 
Centre  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £23,500  including  site  works,  architects’ 
and  surveyors’  fees,  furniture  and  equipment.  The  proposals  were 
subsequently  discussed  with  the  officials  of  the  Ministry  and  later  in  the 
year  plans  were  submitted  for  approval  in  principle,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  necessary  approval  had  not  been  received. 

The  Sub-Committee  also  gave  consideration  to  the  most  suitable  site 
for  the  new  Centre  and  finally  resolved  that  a  plot  of  land  in  Cardwell 
Street  be  acquired  from  the  Housing  Sub-Committee  for  this  purpose. 

Home  Training 

No  special  arrangements  were  provided  for  the  home  training  of  mental 
defectives. 


The  following  nre  the  statistical  returns  relating  to 
defectives :  — 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913  to  1938 

I.  Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  1st  January,  1951. 

M.  F. 

(1)  Number  of  Ascertained  Mental  Defectives 
Found  to  be  “  Subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  :  — 

(a)  In  Institutions  (including  cases  on 


licence  therefrom) 

Under  16  years  of  age  . . .  4  2 

Aged  16  years  and  over  . .  55  34 


(b)  Under  Guardianship  (including  cases  on 
licence  therefrom) 

Under  16  years  of  age . .  —  — 

Aged  16  years  and  over  .  1  2 

(c)  In  “  places  of  safety  ”  . .* .  —  — 

(d)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  (excluding 


cases  on  licence) 

Under  16  years  of  age .  18  18 

Aged  16  years  and  over  .  77  61 

<b)  Action  not  yet  taken  under  any  one  of 

the  above  headings  .  2  1 


Total  ascertained  cases  found  to  be  “subject 

to  be  dealt  with”  .  157  118 


M.  F.  T.  M.  F. 

No.  of  cases  included  in  (b) 
to  (e)  above  awaiting 
removal  to  an  Institution  ...  6  5  11 


(2)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  not  at  present 
“  Subject  to  be  dealt  with,”  -but  over  whom 
some  sort  of  voluntary  supervision  is 


maintained :  — 

Under  16  years  of  age  . —  — 

Aged  16  years  and  over  .  27  17 

Total  number  of  mental  defectives  .  184  135 


(3)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  Receiving 


Training :  — 

(a)  In  day-training  centres 

Under  16  years  of  age  .  14  12 

Aged  16  years  and  over  . . .  6  7 

(b)  At  home  . . . ' .  —  — 


20  19 


mental 


T. 


6 

89 


3 


36 

138 

3 

275 

T. 


44 


319 


26 

13 


39 


Total 


61 


II.  Particulars  of  Cases  Reported  During  the  Year,  1950. 
(1)  Ascertainment. 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education 
Authorities  (Section  57,  Education  Act, 


1944) : — 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (3)  .  6  3  9 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5):  — 

On  leaving  special  schools  . 2  —  2 

On  leaving  ordinary  schools  .  4  15 

(b)  Other  ascertained  defectives  reported 
during  1950  and  found  to  be  "  subject 

to  be  dealt  with  ”  . 2  4  6 


Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be 

“  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  during  the  year  14  8  22 

(c)  Other  reported  cases  ascertained  during 
1950  who  are  not  at  present  "  subject 

to  be  dealt  with  ”  . .  9  3  12 


Total  number  of  cases  reported  during 

the  year  .  23  11  34 


(2)  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  the  year, 
(a)  Ascertained  defectives  found  to  be 


“  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 

(i)  Admitted  to  Institutions  .  2  -2  4 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship  . —  —  — 

(iii)  Taken  to  "places  of  safety” .  —  —  — 

(iv)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  10  5  15 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from  area  .  —  —  — 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken  .  2  13 

Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be 

"  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  .  14  8  22 


(b)  Cases  not  at  present  “  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ” 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be  defective  ... 


(iii)  Died  or  removed  from  area  .  —  —  — 

(iv)  Action  unnecessary  .  —  —  — 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken  . 9  3  12 

--  ■  ...  -  . -  .  .  ..  >.. . 

Total  cases  not  at  present  “  subject  to  be 

dealt  with  ”  .  9  3  12 
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III.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions  -  under  Community  Care 
including  Voluntary  Supervision  or  in  “  Places  of  Safety  ”  on  1st 
January,  1950,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  Forms  of 
Care  during  1950. 

M.  F.  T. 


(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  .  9  7  16 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of  16  15  31 


Total  .  25  22  47 


IV.  Of  the  Total  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  known  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority. 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children  during  1950:  — 

(i)  After  marriage  . . .  3 

(ii)  While  unmarried  .  Nil 

M.  F. 

(b)  Number  who  have  married  during  1950  .  — 
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SECTION  IV 

GENERAL  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  SERVICES 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICES  AND  SUPPLEMENTARY 

OPHTHALMIC  SERVICES 

Oldham  Executive  Council 

The  Oldham  Executive  Council  consists  of  a  Chairman,  Mr.  A.  C.  ,C. 
Robertson,  and  24  other  members,  eight  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the 
Oldham  Health  Authority.  Representatives  are  appointed  for  a  period  of 
three  years,  and  Alderman  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P.,  Alderman  A.  Tweedale,  and 
Alderman  A.  Hailwood,  J.P.,  who  automatically  retired  on  the  31st  March, 
were  re-appointed. 

The  following  are  the  representatives  of  the  Local  Health  Authority:  — 

Councillor  G.  Halbert 

Councillor  W.  Buckley 

(to  retire  31st  March,  1951). 

Councillor  D.  C.  Hanson  (from  May  vice  Coun.  D.  L.  Lees) 

Councillor  G.  A.  Taylor 

Dr.  J.  T.  Chalmers  Keddie 

(to  retire  31st  March,  1952). 

Alderman  S.  T.  Marron,  J.P. 

Alderman  A.  Tweedale 

Councillor  W.  Turner  (from  June  vice  Aid.  A.  Hailwood,  J.P.) 
(to  retire  31st  March,  1953). 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  L.  Pick,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  for  the  details 
contained  in  the  following  report:  — 

General  Medical  Services 

The  number  of  Oldham  patients  registered  on  all  doctors’  lists  was 
121,900  at  1st  January  and  122,080  at  31st  December.  These  figures 
compare  with  the  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  for  mid-June 
of  119,500.  All  the  doctors  practising  in  the  County  Borough  are  in  the 
scheme  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  85  (including  assistants)  on 
the  medical  list,  50  being  resident  in  the  Borough  and  35  in  the  adjacent 
districts.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  87  doctors  on  the  medical  list, 
50  being  resident  in  the  Borough  and  37  in  the  adjacent  districts.  The 
average  number  of  patients  on  the  lists  of  doctors  resident  in  Oldham  was 

estimated  to  be  2,843  compared  with  2,749  for  the  previous  year. 

/ 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  79  practitioners  on  the  Obstetric 
List,  which  was  the  same  number  as  for  the  previous  year. 

Pharmaceutical  Services 

All  the  chemists  practising  in  the  Borough  are  in  the  scheme  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  52  chemists,  an  increase  of  one  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  providing  services  as  follows:  — 


Pharmacies  in  the  area  .  44 

Drug  Stores  . 2 

Surgical  Appliance  Suppliers  .  6 
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Dental  Services 

All  the  dentists  in  the  area  provide  dental  services  under  the  scheme. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  32,  the  same  number  as  the  previous  year,  were  on 
the  Dental  List  and  27  were  resident  in  the  Borough,  the  same  number  as 
the  previous  year. 


Ophthalmic  Services 

The  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Treatment  Regulations  provide  for 
patients  who  have  obtained  the  necessary  certificate  from  their  medical 
practitioner  to  attend  either  an  ophthalmic  practitioner  or  an  ophthalmic 
optician  for  eye  testing  and  to  have  the  required  spectacles  dispensed  by 
an  ophthalmic  optician  or  a  dispensing  optician. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  two  ophthalmic  medical  practitioners,  29 
ophthalmic  opticians  representing  24  shops  or  firms  and  one  dispensing 
optician  were  providing  optical  services. 

Finance 

The  Executive  Council’s  financial  year  ends  on  the  31st  March  and  for 
the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1951,  the  expenditure  totalled 
£438,834.  which  compares  with  £474,733  for  the  financial  year  ended  31st 
March,  1950. 


The  following  is  an  abstract  of  gross  payments  under  the  resp-Krtive 
heads  for  the  periods  stated:  — 


1949/1950 

1950/1951 

Doctors — 

£ 

£ 

(a)  General  Medical  Services  . 

105,918 

104,113 

(b)  Maternity  Services  . 

3,706 

4,295 

Chemists  . 

123,593 

120,318 

Dentists  . . . 

131,135 

124,478 

Ophthalmic  . 

104,960 

80,125 

Administration  . 

5,421 

5,505 

The  payments  to  doctors  only  relate  to  Oldham  patients  on  their  lists. 
In  the  case  of  dentists,  chemists  and  opticians,  payment  is  for  services 
rendered  at  their  surgeries  or  places  of  business,  e.g.,  an  Oldham  chemist 
is  paid  by  the  Oldham  Executive  Council  for  all  prescriptions  dispensed  by 
him  whether  they  were  on  Oldham,  Lancashire,  West  Riding,  Manchester, 
or  any  other  executive  council  forms.  Many  patients  in  the  adjacent 
districts  avail  themselves  of  the  pharmaceutical  and  optical  facilties  which 
have  been  developed  by  many  progressive  Oldham  firms  and  this  is  reflected 
in  the  payments  for  these  services  by  the  Oldham  Executive  Council. 
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SECTION  V 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

General 

The  feature  of  the  }^ear  was  the  prevalence  of  poliomyelitis  in  the 
summer  months,  the  first  case  being  notified  and  diagnosed  in  June.  The 
outbreak  is  fully  reported. 

Scarlet  fever  continued  to  be  prevalent  during  the  first  three  months 
of  the  year. 

Measles  reached  epidemic  proportions  in  the  first  four  months  of  the 
year  and  also  in  December. 

Diphtheria  achieved  a  new  low  record,  only  one  case  being  notified. 

Dysentery  again  caused  concern  and  was  prevalent  in  Oldham  and  the 
adjacent  districts.  A  number  of  outbreaks  were  associated  with  day 
nurseries. 

The  Public  Health  (Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Acute  Encephalitis  and 
Meningococcal  Infection)  Regulations,  1949,  came  into  operation  on  1st 
January,  1950,  and  replaced  with  slight  modifications  Regulations  which 
they  revoked  They  introduced  nomenclature  consistent  with  the 
international  standard  classification  of  diseases  which  came  into  general 
use  on  1st  January,  1950,  and  slightly  extended  the  scope  of  clinical 
conditions  notifiable  under  the  head  of  acute  encephalitis. 

Attack  Rates  and  Death  Rates 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population  of  the  population 


England 
and  Wales 

Oldham 

England 
and  Wales 

Oldham 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

..  ) 

0.03 

0.05 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1.50 

2.05 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

3.60 

2.51 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria  . 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Erysipelas  . . . 

0.17 

0.22 

— 

— 

Smallpox  . . . 

0.00 

0.00 

— < 

— 

Measles  . 

8.39 

10.06 

— 

0.02 

Pneumonia  . 

0.70 

0.84 

0.46 

0.66 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

0.18 

0.11 

0.02 

0.01 

(a)  Paralytic  . 

0.13 

0.09 

— 

0.01 

(b)  Non-Paralvtic  . 

0.05 

0.02 

— 

— ■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

5.81 

0.10 

—  . 

— t 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

(under  two  years  of  age)  .... 

_____ 

_ 

1.9 

4.81* 

X  Rates  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 
*  Rates  per  1,000  live  births. 
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Diphtheria 

There  was  one  case  notified  (mild  faucial)  compared  with  eight  in  the 
previous  year.  The  patient,  a  girl  of  13  years,  had  been  immunised  at  the 
age  of  four  years,  receiving  two  injections  of  A.P.T.  (0.2  c.c.  and  0.5  c.c.). 
Unfortunately  she  had  not  received  any  re-inforcement  injections.  No 
deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  245  cases  notified  compared  with  393  in  the  previous  year. 
No  deaths  were  registered.  Of  the  245  notifications,  139  were  received 
during  the  months  of  January,  February  and  March. 

Erysipelas 

There  were  26  cases  notified  compared  with  21  in  the  previous  year. 
No  deaths  were  registered.  Of  the  26  cases  notified,  21  occurred  in  persons 
45  years  of  age  and  over. 

Enteric  Fever 

No  cases  of  typhoid  •  or  para-typhoid  were  notified  and  no  deaths 
registered. 

In  June,  six  contacts  of  a  case  of  para-typhoid  A  were  notified  to  the 
Department  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Guernsey  (Channel 
Islands).  The  necessary  action  was  taken. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

During  the  year  six  cases  of  meningococcal  meningitis  were  notified 

and  confirmed.  One  death  was  registered. 

/  - 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

During  the  summer  months  acute  poliomyelitis  was  prevalent  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  and  Oldham  was  not  exempt,  13  cases  being  notified 
and  confirmed  during  the  months  June  to  September  (both  inclusive). 

There  was  one  death  registered,  an  inward  transfer.  This  was  a  female 
aged  24  years  who  travelled  to  Lichfield  from  Oldham  on  24th  August,  and 
was  taken  ill  the  same  evening.  She  was  removed  to  hospital  the  following 
morning  and  died  four  days  later  (29th  August). 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  outbreak  :  — 

(a)  Ail  the  cases  were  notified  between  21st  June  and  22nd 
September,  although  the  first  one  (Case  No.  1)  had  apparently 
commenced  about  the  20th  May. 

(b)  The  cases  were  distributed  fairly  evenly,  occurring  in  seven  out 
of  the  twelve  wards  in  the  Borough. 

(c)  The  age  distribution  of  the  thirteen  cases  was  as  follows:  — 


Under  1  year  . :....  1 

1-4  years  ' .  8 

5-15  years  .  3 

Over  15  years  .  1 
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(d)  The  cases  were  classified  as  fol-lows  and  none  of  the  thirteen 


notified  cases  died:  — 

Paralytic  .  11 

Non-Paralytic  .  2 


(e)  Association  of  the  disease  with  immunisation  or  other  injections 
occurred  in  four  cases:  — 

(i)  Case  No.  1  had  an  injection  of  0.5  c.c.  D.P.P.  in  the  right 
arm  3-4  days  before  the  onset  of  the  illness.  The  right 
arm  was  the  only  part  affected  by  the  disease. 

(ii)  Case  No.  2  had  an  injection  of  1.0  c.c.  D.P.P.  in  the  left 
arm  17  days  before  the  onset  of  the  illness.  The  left 
arm  was  the  only  part  of  the  body  affected  by  the 
disease. 

(iii)  Case  No.  3  had  an  injection  of  0.5  c.c.  A.P.T.  in  the  left 
arm  7  days  before  the  onset  of  the  illness.  In  this  case 
the  legs  were  affected  by  the  paralysis  and  the  injected 
arm  was  completely  unaffected. 

(iv)  Case  No.  9  had  an  injection  of  penicillin  in  both  buttocks 
3-5  days  before  the  onset  of  the  illness.  Paralysis  in  this 
case  affected  the  right  lower  leg,  the  site  of  injection 
being  unaffected. 

The  association  of  the  injection  with  the  disease  appears  to  be 
particularly  important  in  Cases  1  and  2. 

(f)  Of  the  thirteen  patients,  eleven  required  further  orthopaedic 
treatment  after  discharge  from  isolation.  Of  these  eleven,  three 
were  transferred  to  orthopaedic  beds  and  eight  went  home  to 
have  out-patient  treatment.  At  the  six  months  follow-up,  of 
these  eleven  paralytic  cases,  eight  were  having  out-patient 
treatment  and  in  the  remaining  three  cases  there  appeared  to  be 
full  recovery.  None  of  these  cases  were  in-patients  at  that  time, 
though  it  appears  that  further  in-patient  treatment  for  stabilising 
operation  or  other  treatment  was  under  consideration  in  two 
cases. 

(g)  All  the  cases  were  admitted  to  Westhulme  Hospital  and 
orthopaedic  treatment  when  required  was  given  under  the 
direction  of  the  Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  Oldham 
Hospital  G-roup.  Brief  particulars  of  each  case  are  given  below 
including  notes  of  a  follow-up  made  approximately  six  months 
after  the  onset. 

During  the  months  June  to  September,  cases  also  occurred  in  the 
adjacent  county  districts  as  follows:  — 


Saddleworth  .  (Paralytic)  1 

'Lees  .  (Paralytic)  1 

Failsworth  .  (Slight  Paralysis)  2 

Shaw  . (Non-Paralytic)  1 


No  cases  were  reported  from  Chadderton,  Limehurst  or  Ftoyton. 


i 
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ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS— SUMMARY  OF  CASES. 


Case 

No. 

Ward 

Approx, 
date  of 
onset 

Sex  Age 

Sites  of 
paralysis 

Subsequent  History 

1 

Mumps 

20/5/50 

F  10/12 

l 

Right  arm 

Improvement  of  all  joints 
except  shoulder,  but  very 
little  use  in  arm  and  has  con¬ 
siderable  disability.  Continu¬ 
ing  treatment. 

O 

Westwood 

22/6/50 

F  1  3/12 

> 

Left  arm 

Considerable  improvement  and' 
return  of  power  in  all  joints.] 
Disability  not  severe.  Con-: 

tinuing  treatment. 

3  Clarksfield  12/7/50  F  2  yrs.  Both  legs  Wasting  of  leg  muscles  and 

below  knee,  weakness  of  both  ankles.  Can  i 
)  Right  most  walk  alone  with  irons.  Con-  J 
J  severely  tinuing  treatment, 
affected. 


4 

I  lollinwood 

24/7/50 

M 

2  9/12 

Both  ankles 

— 

Walks  well  with  brace  support- 

ing  left  ankle.  Very  little 

disability.  Continuing  treat- 

ment. 

5 

Mumps 

24/7/50 

M 

1  8/12 

Left  ankle 

Complete  recovery.  Dis- 

j 

charged  from  treatment.  No 

i 

disability. 

. 

6 

St.  Marv’s 

5/8/50 

F 

10  yrs. 

Non- 

Returned  to  school  two  weeks 

1 

paralytic 

after  discharge  from  isolation. 
Quite  well.  No  disability. 

4 

Werneth 

30/7/50 

M 

40  yrs. 

Both  thighs 

Can  walk  with  the  aid  of  a 

^stick  and  for  short  distances 

*1 

without.  Continuing  treat¬ 
ment.  Had  just  returned  to 
work,  his  employers  having 

- 

found  him  a  light  sedentary 
job  as  lodge-keeper. 

8 

Clarksfield 

2/8/50 

M 

G  yrs. 

Slight 

Recovery  almost  complete. 

paresis  both 

Returned  to  ordinary  school 

jh 

ankles 

with  very  little  disability. 

Continuing  treatment. 

9 

St.  Mary’s 

13/8/50 

M 

1  8/12 

Right  lower 

Considerable  disability.  Wears 

| 

leg 

an  iron  right  leg.  Cannot  walk 
but  crawls  and  climbs  actively. 

\p 

Marked  external  rotation  of 

right  foot.  Continuing  treat¬ 
ment. 

10 

St.  James 

25/8/50 

F 

4  yrs. 

Left  arm 

Partial  recovery  of  all  move¬ 
ments,  but  very  little  power  or 

1 

use  in  this  arm.  Wears  a 
splint.  Considerable  disa- 

bilitv.  Continuing  treatment. 

11 

Clarksfield 

4/9/50 

M 

7  yrs.- 

0 

Non- 

No  residual  paralysis  or  dis- 

paralytic 

ability. 

12 

St.  Mary’s 

8/9/50 

F 

3  yrs. 

Right 

Apparently  complete  recovery. 

thigh 

Full  use  of  leg  and  no  dis- 

n 

• 

ability.  Still  under  periodic 

% 

hospital  review  but  treatment 
discontinued. 

13 

! 

Clarksfield 

20/9/50 

F 

3  yrs. 

Left  arm 

Apparently  full  recovery.  No 
disability.  Treatment  discon- 

tinued. 


Acute  Encephalitis 

No  cases,  were  notified  and  no  deaths  register 


Pneumonia 
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Acute  Primary. 

There  were  76  cases  notified,  nineteen  of  these  being  notified  during 
the  month  of  March.  Eighteen  deaths  were  registered. 

Influenzal. 

There  were  25  cases  notified  and  three  deaths  registered.  Sixteen  of 
these  cases  occurred  during  the  months  of  February  and  March. 


Influenza 


There  were  nine  deaths  registered  as  due  to  this  disease  compared 
with  21  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  six  were  registered  as  due  to 
influenza  and  three  to  influenzal  pneumonia. 


Measles 


There  were  1,202  cases  notified  compared  with  1,076  in  the  previous 
year.  Of  these  586  were  notified  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year. 
In  December  the  number  of  cases  rose  sharply  and  this  was  the  beginning 
of  an  epidemic  which  continued  into  the  new  year. 

■  -  - 
There  were  two  deaths  registered  as  due  to  measles,  one  a  child  of 
five  years  who  died  on  admission  to  hospital.  The  other  was  a  female 
aged  31  years  and  in  accordance  with  the  international  classification  the 
death  was  registered  as  due  to  measles.  The  death  certificate  was  as 
follows  :  — 


1(a)  Uraemia. 

(b)  Chronic  Parenchymatous  Nephritis  with  Hypertension. 

(c)  ?  Measles  in  Childhood. 


Whooping  Cough 


There  were  300  cases  notified  compared  with  211  in  the  previous  year. 
There  was  no  peak  period  or  epidemic  occurrence  during  the  year,  but 
rather  strangely  the  highest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  June  and  July, 
42  and  41  respectively  being  notified  during  these  months. 

One  death  was  registered,  an  infant  of  four  months  who  had  not  been 
immunised.  Death  occurred  three  weeks  after  admission  to  hospital. 

Of  the  300  cases  notified,  36  had  received  the  full  course  of  whooping 


cough  immunisation  and  these  were  classified  as  follows : 


Severe  ... 
Moderate 
Mild  . 


1 

7 

28 
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Dysentery 

During  the  year  462  cases  were  notified  (Sonn6  437,  no  organism 
isolated  25).  Of  these  cases,  282  were  associated  with  outbreaks  or  infection 
in  day  nurseries,  eleven  were  children  attending  nursery  schools  or  classes, 
fourteen  were  notified  from  hospitals,  and  155  were  sporadic  and  not 
associated  with  any  definite  source  of  infection.  No  deaths  were  registeied 
as  due  to  dysentery. 

Of  the  fourteen  cases  which  were  notified  from  local  hospitals,  ten 
were  associated  with  an  outbreak  in  a  children’s  ward,  one  was  an  adult 
and  three  were  isolated  cases.  V 

Outbreaks  which  occurred  in  day  nurseries  accounted  for  233  Oldham 
cases  and  eight  cases  (two  nursery  children,  six  staff)  not  resident  in  the 
Borough  and  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district 
concerned.  There  were  also  49  isolated  cases  which  occurred  among 
nursery  staff  and  children  in  the  following  nurseries. 

Municipal  Nurseries  .  4 

Industrial  Nurseries  (within  the  Borough)  ...  14 

Industrial  Nurseries  (outside  the  Borough)  31 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  outbreaks  which  occurred  in 
day  nurseries :  — 

In  March  an  outbreak  occurred  at  Overens  Street  Nursery  involving 
fourteen  nursery  children,  four  staff  and  seven  home  contacts  (all  adults).  r 
A  specimen  of  faeces  from  a  child  with  loose  stools  was  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  reported  Sonne  positive.  The  child  was 
not  excluded  when  the  specimen  was  taken  and  within  three  days  five 
further  cases  of  diarrhoea  occurred  which  were  reported  Sonnd  positive. 
Detailed  examination  and  enquiry  revealed  further  cases.  The  first 
suspected  case  should  have  been  excluded  immediately. 

In  May  an  outbreak  occurred  at  Westhill  Nursery  involving  nineteen 
nursery  children,  one  staff  and  twelve  home  contacts  (six  adults,  six  school 
children).  A  child  who  was  absent  with  diarrhoea  returned  to  the  nursery 
just  prior  to  the  first  cases  occurring  and  was  found  on  examination  Sonne 
positive  and  may  have  been  the  source  of  infection.  Also  in  May  an 
outbreak  occurred  in  an  industrial  nursery  in  Shaw,  which  accounted  for 
22  Oldham  cases,  eighteen  being  nursery  children  and  four  home  contacts 
(three  adults,  one  pre-school  child). 

In  May  and  June  cases  of  diarrhoea  occurred  in  Horsedge  Nursery  and 
following  investigation  nine  nursery  children  and  nine  home  contacts  (five 
adults,  two  school  children  and  two  pre-school  children)  were  found  tc  have 

Sonne  dysentery. 

In  June  an  outbreak  occurred  in  an  industrial  nursery  in  Oldham  and 
27  nursery  children,  one  staff  and  sixteen  home  contacts  (nine  adults,  five 
school  children,  two  pre-school  children)  were  confirmed  cases.  It  is 
thought  that  a  child  who  had  an  attack  of  diarrhoea  two  weeks  previous  to 
the  mass  infection  had  infected  a  member  of  the  staff  who  in  turn  infected 
the  majority  of  the  children. 
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In  September  and  October  cases  again  occurred  in  Horsedge  Nursery, 
fourteen  nursery  children,  two  staff  and  two  home  contacts  (adults)  being 
confirmed  bacteriologically  over  a  period  of  five  weeks. 

In  November  cases  occurred  in  Haven  Lane  Day  Nursery',,  seven  nursery 
children  and  seven  home  contacts  (three  adults,  one  school  child  and  three 
pre-school  children)  being  confirmed  bacteriologically. 

In  December  an  outbreak  occurred  in  Honeywell  Lane  Nursery 
involving  sixteen  nursery  children,  one  staff  and  nine  home  contacts  (six 
adults  and  three  school  children). 

In  addition  to  the  above,  thirteen  cases  (one  staff,  twelve  children) 
were  notified  from  three  industrial  nurseries  outside  the  Borough  and 
accounted  for  six  home  contacts  (four  adults,  one  school  child  and  one 
pre-school  child).  A  further  fourteen  cases  (one  staff  and  thirteen  children) 
occurred  in  two  industrial  nurseries  in  Oldham  and  accounted  for  nine  home 
contacts  (three  adults,  four  school  children  and  two  pre-school  children). 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

During  the  year  nine  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified. 
These  were  kept  under  observation  and  in  no  case  was  vision  impaired. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

There  were  twelve  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  as  follows:  — 


Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  .  10 

Woodfield  Maternity  Home .  1 

Domiciliary  . . 1 


Smallpox 

Between  26th  March  and  1st  April  (both  dates  inclusive)  eighteen  cases 
of  smallpox  were  diagnosed  and  confirmed  in  Glasgow.  The  original  case 
was  an  Asian  seaman  who  arrived  in  this  country  on  5th  March  on  board 
the  s.s.  “  Chitral.”  On  this  date  he  travelled  on  the  9-25  p.m.  train  from 
Euston  to  Glasgow.  On  27th  March  the  Ministry  of.  Health  informed  all 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  outbreak  and  radio  and  press 
announcements  were  issued  warning  the  passengers  and  crew  of  the 
“  Chitral  ”  of  possible  infection.  Following  this  publicity  two  Oldham 
residents  who  had  visited  Glasgow  reported  to  the  Department  and  were 
advised  regarding  any  possible  infection  and  were  vaccinated. 

During  this  outbreak  a  female  patient  with  a  suspicious  rash  was 
reported  to  the  Department  by  her  general  practitioner.  She  was  seen  by 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Department  and  under  the  Ministry  of  Health 
arrangement,  the  opinion  of  a  consultant  (Dr.  C,  Metcalfe  Brown)  was 
obtained.  A  diagnosis  of  chickenpox  was  confirmed.  Crusts  from  the 
lesions  were  forwarded  to  Professor^  Downie,  Liverpool  University,  and 
subsequently  reported  negative  for  smallpox. 

In  May,  information  was  received  from  the  Airport  Medical  Officer, 
London,  that  two  contacts  of  smallpox  had  arrived  in  this  country  from 
Kuwait,  and  were  proceeding  to  Oldham.  Both  cases  were  kept  under 
surveillance. 
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In  June,  the  Ministry  of  Health  advised  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
that  a  Genoese  seaman  was  landed  from  the  s.s.  “  Strathnaver  ”  at  Aden  on 
the  19th  June  suffering  from  a  condition  which  was  later  diagnosed 
modified  smallpox.  One  passenger  on  this  ship  subsequently  reported  to  the 
Department.  He  was  employed  in  Oldham  but  resided  in  an  adjacent 
district.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  concerned  was  advised  accordingly. 

On  29th  December,  the  Ministry  of  Health  advised  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  that  three  confirmed  cases  of  smallpox  were  reported  in  Brighton 
and  Hove  and  that  secondary  cases  may  occur  outside  Brighton.  No 
contacts  were  reported  in  Oldham  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 


Other  Diseases 

No  cases  of  cholera,  anthrax,  malaria,  glandular  fever,  undulant  fever, 
or  typhus  fever  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  during  the 
year. 

FOOD  POISONING 

During  the  year  eight  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  Three 
cases  occurred  in  the  same  family,  the  father,  mother  and  one  daughter 
aged  thirteen  years,  being  affected  with  vomiting  followed  a  few  hours 
later  by  diarrhoea  and  prostration.  All  three  patients  recovered  rapidly 
after  the  symptoms  subsided.  None  of  the  suspected  food  was  available  for 
examination  and  bacteriological  examination  of  the  faeces  proved  negative. 

The  remaining  five  cases  were  all  isolated.  One  was  a  male  aged  32 
years  who  had  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  but  no  organisms  were  isolated  from 
the  faeces.  In  four  cases  Salm.  typhi-murium  organisms  were  isolated  from 
the  faeces.  These  cases  were  all  young  infants  under  three  years  of  age, 
one  being  only  nine  months  old.  The  children  commenced  with  diarrhoea 
and  specimens  of  faeces  were  sent  for  examination,  the  diagnoses  being 
made  on  the  bacteriological  findings. 


TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  CERTAIN  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  AND  THE  DEATHS  REGISTERED 

FROM  THESE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  SEVERAL  MONTHS  OF  THE  YEAR. 
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Smallpox.  ^  None.  j  Epidemic  Encephalitis  (Ehcephalitis-Lethargica).  None. 

Typhoid.  KT  ^  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  1  Leases.  No  Deaths 

Para-Typhoid.  rsone- 


TABLE  SHOWING  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1950. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

No  material  change  occurred  in  the  Tuberculosis  Services  provided  for 
the  Borough.  Out-patient  diagnosis  and  preventive  work  is  carried  out  at 
the  Barker  Street  Dispensary  and  in-patient  treatment  is  provided  at 
Strinesdale  Sanatorium  and  other  hospitals  and  sanatoria  outside  the 
Borough,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  table  “  Sanatorium  and  Hospital 
Treatment.” 

The  Dispensary 


Attendances  at  The  Dispensary,  compared  with  the  two  previous  years, 


were  as  follows:  — 


1948 

1949 

1950 

Adults  . 

2738 

2708 

2846 

Children  . 

1032 

1023 

1101 

3770 

3731 

3947 

The  tuberculosis  nurse  paid  1,559  visits  to  the  homes  of  tuberculous 
patients. 

Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  registered,  47  (39  pulmonary  and  eight  non- 
pulmonary)  gives  a  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  .39  (.32 
pulmonary  and  .07  ncn-pulmonary)  compared  with  48  (39  pulmonary  and 
nine  non-pulmonary)  and  the  same  rate  of  .39  (.32  pulmonary  and  .07 
non-pulmonary)  for  the  previous  year. 


The  Dispensary  Register 

The  total  number  of  accepted  cases  on  the  Register  on  the  31st 
December  was  657.  Of  these,  ninety  had  had  a  positive  sputum  during 
the  latter  six  months. 


During  the  year  103  cases  were  removed  for  the  following  reasons:  — 


1.  Recovered  . . . 

2.  Removal  out  . . . 

3.  Not  desiring  further  treatment 

4.  Lost  sight  of  . . 

5.  Diagnosis  not  confirmed  . 

6.  Deaths  . 


36 

20^ 

2 

2 

2; 

41 


or  34.9%  of  total  removals 


25.2%  of  total  removals 


39.9%  of  total  removals 


Of  the  36  recovered  cases,  25  were  pulmonary  (16  or  64  per  cent  minus, 
2  or  8  per  cent  R.B.l,  and  7  or  28  per  cent  R.B.2). 


Of  the  41  deaths,  38  were  pulmonary  cases,  classfied  as  follows:  — 


R.B.2.  25  or  65.8% 

R.B.3.  8  or  21.0% 


/ 


Minus  3  or  7.9% 
R.B.l.  2  or  5.3% 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
New  Cases 


Flierc  were  75  new  cases  placed  on  The  Dispensary  Register.  These 


were  classified  as  follows  :  — 

R.A.l  ( Early  cases,  sputum  negative  or  absent)  .  20 

R.A.2  (Intermediate  cases,  sputum  negative  or  absent)  .  9 

R.A.3  (Advanced  cases,  sputum  negative  or  absent)  .  1 

R.B.l  (Early  cases,  sputum  positive)  . . .  7 

R.B.2  (Intermediate  cases,  sputum  positive)  .  31 

R.B.3  (Advanced  cases,  sputum  positive)  .  7 


In  addition  seven  other  cases  came  to  notice,  but  were  not  placed  on 
The  Dispensary  Register. 


Deaths 

During  the  year  39  patients,  the  same  number  as  in  the 'previous  year, 
died  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This  represents  a  death  rate  of  0.32 
per  thousand  of  the  population. 

Of  these  39  deaths,  seven  or  17.9  per  cent  had  been  notified  more  than 
five  years.  A  further  five  or  12.8  per  cent  had  been  notified  three  to  five 
years,  whilst  thirteen  or  33.3  per  cent  died  one  to  three  years  after 
notification.  The  remaining  fourteen  (36  per  cent  of  total)  occurred  within 
one  year  of  coming  to  notice  and  included  seven  which  escaped  statutory 
notification;  two  being  notified  posthumously  and  five  coming  to  notice 
through  the  Local  Registrar’s  Returns.  The  following  table  shows  the 
length  of  time  between  notification  and  death  of  the  remaining  seven:  — 


Under  1  week  .  Nil 

1  to  4  weeks  .  1 

1  to  2  months  . . . *. .  2 

2  to  3  months  : .  1 

3  to  6  months  . .  1 

6  to  9  months  .  1 

9  to  12  months  .  1 


Thus,  of  the  39  patients  dying  during  the  year,  32  or  82.1  per  cent  died 
within  five  years  of  coming  to  notice. 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
New  Cases 

The  number  of  new  cases  placed  on  the  Dispensary  Register  during 
the  year  was  nineteen.  In  addition,  four  other  cases  came  to  notice.  These 
compare  with  25  and  nine  for  the  previous  year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the  disease  in  recent 


years  : 


Bones  and  Joints  . 

Abdomen  . . 

Meninges  . 

Peripheral  Glands 
Other  Organs  ...... 

Generalised  . . 

Skin  . 

Totals  . 


1948 

9 

3 

5 

13 

2 

1 


1949 

5 

5 
4 

6 
3 


1950 

5 

5 

1 

5 


33 


25 


19 


Deaths 

There  were  seven  deaths  compared  with  nine  for  the  previous  year. 
This  represents  a  death  rate  of  0.06  per  thousand  of  the  population. 


The  localisation  of  the  disease  was  as  follows:  — 


Meninges  .  2 

Abdomen  .  1 

Bones  and  Joints  .  3 

Kidney  .  1 


Summary  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths  during  the  Year. 


Age  Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonarv 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Male 

Fem, 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

0  to  1 

1  to  5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

,  ,  . 

5  to  10  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

... 

... 

... 

10  to  15 

.  •  • 

2 

3 

... 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

15  to  20  . 

9 

Li 

8 

1 

3 

... 

2 

1 

20  to  25  . 

.7 

4 

... 

4 

2 

... 

2 

25  to  35  . 

11 

12 

... 

... 

5 

4 

.  .  . 

35  to  45  . 

7 

6 

... 

1 

4 

4 

... 

45  to  55 

6 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

... 

55  to  65  . 

4 

•  •  » 

... 

2 

5 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

65  plus 

4 

4 

... 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Totals 

43 

39 

9 

14 

23 

16 

3 

4 

1950  . 

82 

... 

23 

•  «  » 

39 

% 

1949  . 

89 

... 

34 

•  •  • 

39 

•  •  • 

y 

1948  . 

100 

... 

33 

•  •  • 

49 

•  •  » 

13 

(V 

1947  . 

120 

... 

33 

63 

•  •  • 

12 

V 
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The  following  is 
cases ;  — 


a  summary  of  the  principal  occupations  of  new 

Pulm.  Non-Pulm. 


Cotton  Operatives  . 

Household  Duties  . 

Children  under  school  age  . 

School  Children  . 

No  Occupation  . 

Labourers  . . . . . 

Shop  Assistants  and  Salesmen  .. 

Clerks  . . . . 

Engineers,  Fitters,  &c . 

Transport  Workers  . . 

Brass  and  Sheet  Metal  Workers 

Light  Assembly  Workers  . 

Painters  and  Decorators  . 

Nurses  . t.. 

Other  Occupations  . 


14 

15 

3 

3 

2 

5 

O 

o 

3 

8 

5 

1 

2 

3 

1 

14 


4 

6 

2 

7 

1 


3 


Totals 


RETURN  OF  CASES  ON  THE  DISPENSARY  REGISTER. 
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SANATORIUM  AND  HOSPITAL  TREATMENT. 
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Admitted  for  streptomycin  treatment. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1930. 

Part  I. — Summary  of  Notifications,  during  the  period  from  1st  January,  1950,  to  the  31st  December,  1950,  in  the  area  of 

the  County  Borough  of  Oldham. _ _ 

Formal  Notifications. 
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Death  Returns  from  Local  Registrars  ... 

Transferable  Deaths  from  Registrar  General  ... 

Posthumous  Notifications 

"  Transfers  ”  from  other  areas  (other  than  transferable  deaths) 
Other  Sources,  if  any 
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CANCER 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  cancer  shows  an  increase  of  two 
compared  with  1949. 

The  figures  for  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows  :  — 


1946  . 

.  240 

1947  . 

.  246 

1948  . 

.  238 

1949  . 

.  276 

1950  . 

........  278 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  age  and  sex  distributipn  of  all 
persons  who  were  certified  as  dying  from  cancer  during  the  year:  — 


Ages 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0-15  . 

— 

15-25  . 

1 

— 

1 

25-35  . 

1 

2 

3 

35-45  . 

1 

10 

11 

45-55  . 

22 

24 

46 

55-65  . 

24 

37  , 

61 

65-75  . 

52 

56 

108 

75-  . 

26 

22 

48 

Localisation  of  the  Disease 


Buccal  Cavity  &  Pharynx 


Digestive  Organs  &  Peritoneum 


j  Tongue  . .  2 

Tonsil  . 1 

|  Naso-Pharynx  . .  1 


(Esophagus  .  8 

Stomach  .  63 

Large  Intestine  .  37 

Rectum  .  13 

Biliary  Passages  &  Liver  ...  6 

<  Pancreas  .  4 


Respiratory  System 


Nostril  .  1 

Larynx  .  5 

Trachea,  Lung  &  Bronchus  39 

Mediastinum  .  1 


Breast  &  Genito-Urinary  Organs  ... 


/  Breast  . 

Cervix  &  Uterus 

Ovary  . 

■(  Vulva  . 

Prostate  . 

Kidney  . 

'  Bladder  . . 


30 

18 

10 

3 

6 

1 

8 
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Other  &  Unspecified  Sites 


Lymphatic  &  Hematopoietic  Tissues 


Unspecified  Nature 


/  Scalp  .  i 

Face  . . .  l 

Forehead  . .  l 

Eye  .  2 

Thyroid  Gland  .  1 

Bones  (including  jaw  bone)  3 

Neck  . . .  l 

Primary  sites  not  known  ...  6 

(  Hodgkins  Disease  .  1 

i  Myelomatosis  .  1 

|  Ovarian  Tumour  .  1 

•j  Tumour  of  Cerebellum  .  1 

(  Intro  Abdominal  Neoplasm  ,.  1 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


The  following  figures  relate  to  Oldham  patients  attending  for  the  first 
time  at  a  treatment  centre,  and  are  extracted  from  records  received  from 
the  Consultant  Venerologist  in  charge  of  the  Centre:  — 


— 1 

Oldham 

Rochdale 

Salford 

1 

Ashton 

Stockport 

, 

I 

Manchester 

Liverpool 

Total 

!  Syphilis  . 

28 

i 

1 

•  •  *  •  *  • 

•  •  • 

- 1 

29  ! 

Gonorrhoea  . 

62 

| 

1 

1 

... 

63 

Non-Venereal  and 

j 

Undiagnosed 

Conditions  . 

150 

7 

i 

2  1 

1  i 

i 

1 

j 

164  j 

Total  . 

240 

1 

7 

1 

4 

1 

• 

2  |  1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

256 

1 
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SECTION  VI 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Waterworks  Engineer  and  General  Manager  (Mr.  C.  Busfield)  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars: — 

“  During  the  year  a  constant  supply  of  water  of  a  high  standard  of 
purity  was  maintained  to  all  premises  within  the  Department’s  area  of 
supply,  which  are  supplied  through  the  Department’s  domestic  distribution 
system. 

Practically  all  dwelling-houses  within  the  Department’s  area  of  supply, 
numbering  about  67,700  are  connected  direct  to  this  Department’s  mains 
and  very  few  supplies  are  provided  by  means  of  common  stand  pipes.  The 
estimated  population  in  the  Department’s  area  of  supply  is  216,000. 

The  pH  values  of  the  water  supplied  from  the  Piethorne  and  Hanging 
Lees  sources,  all  of  which  is  unfiltered,  varied  between  6.4  and  7.0.  The 
pH  values  of  the  water  supplied  from  the  Castleshaw  source,  which  is 
filtered  ranged  between^-7.3  and  7.8  and  the  pH  values  of  'the  water 
supplied  from  the  Readycon  Dean  source,  which  is  also  filtered,  ranged 
between  6.8  and  7.4.  No  cases  of  contamination  by  lead  of  the  water 
supplied  were  noted,  but  special  measures  were  taken,  as  required,  to 
counteract  -the  occasional  increase  in  the  acidity  of  the  water  supplied  from 
the  Hanging  Lees  source. 

All  water  supplied  from  the  Department’s  two  reservoirs  at 
Strinesdale,  which  is  utilised  for  trade  purposes  only,  is  sterilised  by  the 
addition  of  chlorine. 

During  1950  samples  of  water  collected  at  source  were  submitted  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  as  follows: — 

Reservoir  Chemical  Bacteriological  Remarks 


Piethorne. 


Raw  Water  . 

— 

1 

5 

B. 

Coli 

per 

100 

ml. 

rtSgl-A. - 

—  - 

1 

1 

1 

0 

•  f 

tl 

After  Sterilization  . 

2 

1 

1 

B. 

Coli 

per 

100 

ml. 

11 

0 

}  f 

Hanging  Lees. 

Raw  Water  . . 

— 

2 

0 

B. 

Coli 

per 

100 

ml. 

After  Sterilization  . 

3 

11 

0 

B. 

Coli 

per 

100 

ml. 

Castleshaw. 

Raw  Water  . 

— 

1 

2 

B. 

Coli 

per 

100 

ml. 

1 

0 

ft 

If 

After  Sterilization  . 

2 

11 

0 

B. 

Coli 

per 

100 

ml. 

Readycon  Dean. 

1 

Raw  Water  . 

— 

2 

3 

B. 

Coli 

per 

100 

ml. 

After  Sterilization  . 

2 

11 

0 

B. 

Coli 

per 

100 

ml. 

85 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  The  Sewage  Works  Manager,  for  the 
following  report:  — 

* 

"  The  present  plant  consists  of  Detritus  Tanks,  .Sedimentation  Tanks, 
Bio-Flocculation  Tanks,  Percolating  Filters  and  Humus  Tanks,  Storm¬ 
water  Tanks  and  Sludge  Digestion  Plant.  The  existing  Plant  was  first 
used  in  1938  and  except  for  a  small  portion,  the  sewage  reaches  the  Works 
by  gravitation. 

Except  for  a  shortage  of  labour,  the  operating  conditions  at  the  Plant 
proceeded  normally  throughout  the  year. 

Each  of  the  two  detritus  tanks  is  provided  with  endless  chain  scrapers 
and  course  screens.  The  grit  was  removed  from  the  chambers  after  any 
large  amount  of  rain  and  approximately  every  three  weeks  during  the 
periods  of  dry  weather.  New  scraper  chains  were  ordered  during  the  year. 

On  most  days  of  the  year  the  bio-flocculation  plant  gave  good  results 
and  in  the  summer  months  the  quantity  of  activated  sludge  carried  in  the 
aeration  tanks  was  maintained  between  three  and  four  per  cent.,  an 
amount  of  sludge  above  this  figure  caused  deterioration  in  the  quality  of 
the  sludge.  During  the  winter  months  there  was  a  partial  shut-down  of 
the  plant  for  maintenance;  the  air-tiles  were  cleaned  and  where  necessary, 
cracked  tiles  were  replaced  by  new  ones. 

Damage  to  one  of  the  air-compressors  due  to  a  broken  crosshead  was 
experienced  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  as  this  was  the  second 
breakage  of  this  kind  it  was  decided  to  replace  the  present  crossheads  on 
all  four  compressors  with  malleable  iron  ones,  one  compressor  was  so  fitted 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  this  worked  satisfactorily. 

The  effluents  leaving  the  percolating  filters  and  entering  the  water 
course  remained  on  the  average  fair.  On  occasions,  as  in  previous  years  a 
good  effluent  was  spoiled  by  the  excessive  amount  of  humus  solids  it 
contained  in  Suspension. 

Insecticides  for  the  control  of  flies  were  again  used  periodically  on  the 
filters,  the  results  obtained  were  good.  Chlorination  was  also  used  at 
various  points  in  the  Purification  Plant. 

Samples  of  final  effluent  were  taken  by  the  District  Inspector  of  the 
Lancashire  Rivers  Board,  all  of  which  were  classed  as  satisfactory. 

Sludge  from  the  whole  of  the  purification  plant  was  treated  in  the 
heated  digestion  plant;  this  plant  has  a  total  capacity  of  250.000  cubic  feet, 
the  total  capacity  was  used  throughout  the  year  and  a  good  digested 
sludge  was  obtained.  The  temperature  of  the  sludge  in  the  digestion  tanks 
was  on  average  80 CF  and  the  gas  production  remained  steady;  the  whole 
volume  of  gas  was  used  on  the  Works  for  heating  purposes. 

Digested  sludge  was  either  removed  to  drying  beds  or  to  sludge 
storage  lagoons.  The  total  amount  of  sludge  deposited  in  the  sedimentation 
tanks  v/as  approximately  35,000  tons,  equal  to  14.2  tons  per  million 


gallons  of  sewage  flow.  Approximately  4.000  tons  of  sludge  cake  were 
removed  from  the  drying  area  to  farmers,  etc. 

Sewage  Flow: 

The  total  amount  of  sewage  received  for  treatment  during  the  year 
was  2.460  million  gallons,  which  is  equal  to  an  average  daily  flow  of 
6,760,000  gallons.” 

.PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Director  of  Public  Cleansing  (Mr.  A.  Millward)  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  particulars: — 

“  There  are  no  ashpits  in  the  Borough.  All  the  house  refuse  from  the 
40.257  ash  cans  is  collected  by  motor  vehicles.  72.74%  is  dealt  with  by 
tipping  under  the  controlled  system,  and  the  remainder  by  separation  and 
incineration  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works. 

'N 

A  free  dustbin  scheme  for  the  removal  of  refuse  was  adopted  by  the 
Corporation  on  the  15th  June,  1950,  and  from  that  date  to  the  31st 
December,  1950,  2,983  dustbins  have  been  supplied. 

There  is  only  one  Refuse  Disposal  Works,  and  this  is  situated  at 
*  _  _ 

Rhodes  Bank.  The  Cleansing  and  Transport  Committee  intend  to  proceed 
with  the  erection  of  a  new  Refuse  Disposal  WTorks  on  the  Glodwick  Road 
Site  at  some  future  date  and  this  will  replace  the  existing  works  at  Rhodes 
Bank.  * 


The  conversion  of  the  sanitary  pail  closets  to  the  fresh  water  system 
by  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department  is  now  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

There  are  162  miles  of  streets  in  the  Borough,  cleansed  as  follows: — 


Daily  .  6  miles. 

Once  weekly  .  118  miles. 

Less  than  once  weekly  .  38  miles. 


Miles  of  Streets  cleansed  (exclusive  of  footpaths) 


19,560 


Gully  Cleansing:— 

Number  of  gullies  .  18,850 

Number  of  cleansings  during  the  year  ...  47,526 


The 
year: — 


following  figures  indicate  the  amount  of  work  done  during  the 
House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection 


Number  of  Dustbins  emptied  .  2,114,504 

Number  of  Dustbins  supplied  under  free  dustbin  scheme  . 2,983 

Number  of  Sanitary  Pails  emptied  .  26,099 

Number  of  collections  of  garbage  .  22,594 

Number  of  loads  of  excreta  collected  .  414 

Number  of  loads  of  garbage  collected  .  701 

Number  of  tons  of  ashes  taken  to  Refuse  Disposal  Works  .  8,253 

Number  of  tons  of  ashes  taken  to  Corporation  Tips  .  22,029 

Number  of  tons  of  clinker,  etc.,  removed  from  Refuse  Disposal 

Works  . . .  4,512 

Number  of  tons  of  baled  tins  sold  .  560 

Number  of  tons  of  Mortar  sold  .  512 
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W  aste  Water  Closets  and  Latrines 


Blockages  cleared  (W.W.C.’s)  .  5,430 

Blockages  cleared  (Latrines)  .  — 

Drains  cleared  . . . .  41 

Drains  found  blocked,  requiring  excavating  .  337 

Tippers  found  not  working-  and  re-adjusted  .  19 

Tippers,  fittings,  etc.,  found  broken .  1,368 

New  Tippers,  fittings,  etc.,  fixed  . 1,398 

Visits  paid  flushing  Latrines,  etc . . .  6,686 

Closet  Accommodation 


The  total  number  and  type  of  closets  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the 


year  were  as  follows:- — 

Fresh  Water  Closets  .  17,406 

Waste  Water  Closets  .  23,998 

Latrines  . 2,265 

Pail  Closets  . 264 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

The  General  Superintendent  of  Baths,  Mr.  C.  Murray,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  particulars: — 

“  During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950,  the  water  in  the  whole 
of  the  Corporation  Swimming  Baths  has  been  maintained  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry  of  Health  maximum  requirement  with  regard  to 
marginal  chlorination  and  maintenance  of  correct  P.H.  values. 

At  the  Central,  Robin  Hill,  Waterhead  and  Lowermoor  establishments, 
where  the  chlorinating  apparatus  is  capable  of  dealing  with  the  increased 
amounts  of  chlorine  necessary  for  the  operation  of  the  Breakpoint 
Chlorination  technique,  this  method  of  sterilisation  is  used  as  an  additional 
safeguard  at  peak  periods. 

During  the  past  year  the  whole  of  the  Baths  and  Wash-house  premises 
and  appurtenances  have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  hygienic 
condition. 

Use  of  coke  as  boiler  furnace  fuel  is  being  maintained  at  the  Central, 
Lowermoor,  Hathershaw  and  Glodwick  establishments,  where  the  steam 
demands  allows  this  type  of  fuel  to  be  used  under  conditions  of  reasonably 
slow  combustion,  and  as  these  Establishments  are  in  close  proximity  to  the 
main  roads  in  the  town,  with  considerable  residential  property  in  the 
districts,  the  mitigation  of  the  smoke  nuisance  from  these  boiler  plants  is 
of  some  consequence,  particularly  so  with  regard  to  Central  Baths.” 

GENERAL  SANITARY  INSPECTION 
To  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  1950. 

During  the  year  Mr.  F.  Bailey  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Welsby  resigned  to  take 
up  similar  appointments  elsewhere  and  Mr.  L.  Moorhouse  and  Mr.  D.  G. 
Russell  were  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

On  the  1st  April  the  staff  establishment  was  increased  by  one  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  new  post  was  subsequently  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  S.  V.  Robinson.  The  additional  appointment  has  ' 
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enabled  the  Department  to  pursue  its  food  hygiene  campaign  with  greater 
energy. 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  in  all  branches  of  the  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  but  again  this  has  been  impeded  by  the  constant 
changes  of  staff. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  one  Sanitary  Inspector  and  one  Pupil 
Sanitary  Inspector  were  seconded  to  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department 
to  undertake  drainage  and  exploratory  work  in  connection  with  the  scheme 
for  the  conversion  of  the  pail  closets  in  the  Borough. 

In  April  I  had  the  honour  of  being  appointed  President  of  the  North 
Western  Centre  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association  which  I  regard  as 
reflecting  great  credit  on  the  Borough  and  on  myself.  I  would  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  to  yourself  and  the 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  facilities  and  hospitality  afforded 
to  my  colleagues  on  the  occasion  when  the  Centre  was  invited  to  hold  its 
annual  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall  in  October. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  tender  to  yourself  and  the  members  of  the  staff 
my  sincere  thanks  for  the  willing  help  and  co-operation  I  have  received 
during  the  year. 

Yours  respectfully, 

HAROLD  V.  CASS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Summary  of  Work  Carried  Out  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 

During  the  year  9,194  visits  and  2,403  re-visits,  as  shown  below,  were 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection  with  inspections  under  the 


various  Acts:- — 

General 

Inspections. 

Visits 

Re-visits 

Total 

Accumulations  . 

84 

25 

109 

Closets — Water  . 

113 

82 

195 

Waste  Water  . 

748 

334 

1082 

Pail  . . . 

11 

4 

15 

Drainage  . 

1009 

570 

1579 

Drain  Tests  . 

954 

149 

1103 

Public  Sewers  . 

316 

80 

396 

Dustbins  . . 

141 

49 

190 

Entertainment  Houses  . 

— 

— 

— 

Factories — Mechanical  . 

93 

25 

118 

Non-Mechanical  . 

10 

— 

10 

Offices  and  Workplaces  . 

— 

— 

— 

Outworkers  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Interviews  . . . 

1148 

76 

1224 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Birds  . 

18 

6 

24 

Mill  Lodges  . 

1 

— 

1 

Marine  Stores  . 

— 

— 

— 

No  Access  . 

1044 

387 

1431 

Offensive  Trades  . 

21 

— 

21 

Rag  Gatherers  . 

1 

— 

1 

Rats  and  Mice  . *. . 

482 

421 

903 

Schools  . 

3 

— 

3\ 

89 


Visits 

Re-visits 

Total 

Shops  Act  . 

1 

— 

1 

Smoke  Observations  . 

8 

— 

8 

Water  Supply  . 

65 

66 

131 

Yards  and  Courts  . . 

4 

8 

12 

Miscellaneous  . . 

962 

78 

1040 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  . 

12 

7 

19 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  . . 

8 

2 

10 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

8  • 

— 

8 

Smoke  Abatement  . . 

25 

— 

25 

Public  Houses  . 

163 

— 

163 

Overcrowding  . 

88 

14 

102 

Pood  Premises. 

Slaughterhouses  . . . 

735 

-- 

735 

Meat  Shops  . . . 

100 

— 

100 

Markets  . . . . . . 

31 

— 

31 

Wharves  . . . . . . 

• — 

— 

— 

Food  Preparation  Premises  . 

47 

— 

47 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . 

188 

— 

188 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  . 

10 

'  — 

10 

Fish  Fryers  . . . 

10 

— 

10 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . . 

32 

— 

32 

Grocers  . . . . . 

99 

— 

99 

Greengrocers  . . . . 

4 

— 

4 

Cold  Stores  . . . . . . 

2 

— 

2 

Street  Vendors  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Hospitals  ....- . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Destructor  . . . . 

— - 

— 

— - 

Cowsheds  . 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  . . . 

28 

— 

28 

Milkshops  ..... . . . 

1 

— 

.  1 

Bakehouses — Mechanical  . 

41 

— 

41 

Non-Mechanical  . 

9 

— 

9 

Contagious  Diseases  Animals  Act  ..... 

12 

— _ 

12 

Infectious  Disease. 

Inquiries — Infectious  Disease  . 

277 

i 

284 

Food  Poisoning  . . . 

25 

13 

38 

Disinfection  . 

2 

— 

2 

' 

* 

9194 

2403 

11597 

Summary  of  Action  Taken  and  Work  Carried  Out. 

Number  of  cases  taken  in  Court  . 

4 

Number  of  cases  reported  to  Committee  . 

Number  of  Complaints  received  . . 

Matters  referred  to  other  Departments  . 

Number  of  letters  to  owners,  etc . . 

Number  of  Rent  Restrictions  Certificates  Issued 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  . 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . 

Disrepair. 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Walls  and  chimneys  repaired  or  rebuilt  . 


1911 

1666 

531 

1639 

1936 

588 

235 

128 
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Wall  plaster  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  or  renewed  . . 

Floors  repaired  or  rclaid  . . . 

Windows  repaired  . . . 

Extra  lighting  provided  . 

Ventilation  provided  or  improved  . 

Ranges  or  fireplaces  repaired,  re-set  or  renewed  . . 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 

Handrails  provided  or  repaired  . . 

Doors  repaired  . . 

Food  stores  provided  or  altered  . . . 

Washing  accommodation  provided  or  repaired  . . 

Rooms  cleansed  or  redecorated  . 

Contents  of  rooms  cleansed  or  destroyed  . . . 

Dampness  remedied — rising  . 

penetrating  . 

Outbuildings  repaired  . . 

Courts,  yards  and  passages  paved  or  repaved  . 

Cleansed  . . 

Obstructive  Buildings  removed  . 

Sanitary  Defects. 

Drainage — Cleansed  . 

Repaired  or  altered  . 

Reconstructed  . 

Provided  . 

Public  Sewers — Cleansed  . 

Repaired  or  altered  . . . 

Reconstructed  . 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed,  cleansed  . 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Disconnected  . . . 

Sinks  renewed  or  provided  . 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 

W'ater  closets — Provided  . : . 

Repaired  . 

Cleansed  . 

Waste  water  closets — Repaired  . 

Cleansed  . . 

Closets  converted  to  water  closets  (or  abolished) — Latrine  . 

Pails  . 

Waste  water 

Other  closets — Provided  . 

Repaired  . 

Cleansed  . 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . 

WTater  supply  provided  or  improved  . . 

Miscellaneous. 

Dustbins-*- repaired  or  renewed  . 

Extra  provided  . * . 

Nuisances  abated — Animals  and  birds  . 

Accumulations  . 

Other  conditions  . 

Information  in  rent  books  . . 


164 

55 

47 

112 

2 

18 

55 

6 

3 
78 

1 

4 

2 

6 

32 

22 

7 

4 


156 

156 

20 

19 

63 

4 

156 

109 

14 
16 
42 
23 
49 
16 

177 

95 

1 

34 

2 

1 

42 

101 

5 
5 

15 
9 
4 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the  following 
particulars  under  Part  I  and  Part  VIII  of  that  Act  are  submitted:— 


j _ INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 

by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


- 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(i) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecutec 

(6) 

■  - 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  ... 

1 

N.Mech. 

107 

10 

|  ' 

... 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

0 

w 

Mech. 

709 

• 

118 

I 

r 

(hi) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  t  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out- workers  premises) 

3 

• 

«  •  • 

T  Od  AL  ...  •  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

816 

128 

■ 

ii 

|  ..._j 

II  _Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

’  (If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases  } 


- - - - - 

1 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

M/c.  | 
line 
No.  | 

were  found 

Number  < 

cases  in 

| 

Referred 

which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied' 

To  H.M.  ! 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecutic 

were 

institute 

(1) 

| 

(2)  1 

(3)  . 

(4) 

(5) 

_ ($)_ 

(7) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ...  •  ••  ! 

■■  - 

4 

1 

■  ...  ! 

... 

. 

1 

«  •  • 

... 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  ••• 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

*  •  • 

I 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) ... 

6 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  .  •  i 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

7 

... 

*  •  ♦ 

•  •  • 

«  #  • 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

8 

•  •  • 

i 

«  •  » 

(a)  Insufficient... 

9 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

•  •  • 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

10 

•  *  • 

4 

A 

•  •  • 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

11 

... 

r 

•  •  « 

4 

- 

•  •  • 

including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

12 

... 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

L 

TOTAL  . 

60 

... 

... 

... 

11 

«  •  « 

,  - - 

* 
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Outworkers: 

Two  lists  relating  to  G  outworkers  were  received  during  the  year, 


relating  to  the  following: — 

M/cr.  Line 
No. 

13 — Wearing  apparel,  making,  etc .  5 

IS — Furniture  and  upholstery  . . .  1 


Kent  ami  ."Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  (Amendment)  Act,  1933 

During  the  year  two  applications  for  certificates  as  to  state  of  repairs 
were  received.  It  was  only  necessary  to  issue  one  certificate,  the  repairs 
having  been  effected  in  the  other  case. 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1912 

There  were  two  samples  of  rag  flock  sent  for  examination  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act.  Both  samples  were  reported  satisfactory. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  154) 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  four  cases  for  offences  against 
the  provisions  of  the  above  Section  (exchanging  toys  for  rags).  The 
defendants  were  fined  £2  Os.  Od.,  £6  Os.  Od.,  £5  Os.  Od.,  and  £1  Os.  Od., 
respectively. 

Offensive  Trades 

Offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  Borough,  numbering  twenty  in  all, 


arc  as  follows  :  — 

Tripe  Boilers  . 7 

Marine  Stores  .  8 

Gut  Scrapers  .  2 

Hide  and  Skin  Depot  .  1 

Chemical  Works  . 2 


During  the  year  21  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises.  No  notices 
were  served  in  respect  of  defects. 

Extensive  alterations  were  carried  out  at  two  of  the  tripe  boiling 
premises.  This  work  included  the  provision  of  more  modern  equipment  to 
facilitate  hygienic  handling. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  / 

No  new  premises  were  registered  during  the  year.  There  are  four 
premises  registered  with  accommodation  for  68  men.  No  premises  arc 
registered  for  the  accommodation  of  women. 

Bakehouses 

No  new  premises  were  registered  during  the  year  and  none 
discontinued.  There  were  283  bakehouses  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

One  basement  bakehouse  remains  in  use,  the  Council  having  renewed 
on  the  1st  October.  1949,  the  certificate  permitting  its  use  for  a  further 
period  of  five  years. 

During  the  y'ear  fifty  visits  were  paid  to  bakehouses.  The  majority 
of  these  premises  are  maintained  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  condition  and 
a  steady  improvement  is  being  effected  in  many  of  the  premises. 


/ 
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Smoke  Abatement 

During  the  year  25  visits  were  paid  to  various  mills  and  laundries  in 
the  Borough  which  were  emitting  excessive  quantities  of  heavy  and  black 
smoke  and  the  managers  and  steam  engineers  of  these  firms  were 
interviewed. 

Smoke  Observations 

During  the  year  five  smoke  observations  of  thirty  minutes  duration 
were  taken.  The  extent  of  the  emission  of  black  smoke  was  as  follows:  — 

No  black  smoke  .  1 

Under  1  minute  .  - 


1- 2  minutes  . - 

2- 3  minutes  . - 

3- 4  minutes  .  1 

Over  4  minutes  .  3 


Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

During  1949  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research, 
which  is  the  central  co-ordinating  body  for  the  investigation  of  atmospheric 
pollution,  issued  an  appeal  to  the  local  authorities  in  the  country  to 
commence  observations  and  measurements  of  atmospheric  pollution. 

As  a  result  of  this  appeal  the  Manchester  and  District  Regional  Smoke 
Abatement  Committee  approached  the  authorities  in  South-East  Lancashire 
and  North-East  Cheshire  and  suggested  they  should  participate  in  a  joint 
scheme  for  maintaining  observations  on  atmospheric  pollution  in  their 
districts. 

The  first  meeting  of  all  the  authorities  agreeing  to  participate  in  the 
scheme  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  Oldham,  in  June.  Alderman  S.  T. 
Marron,  J.P.,  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Consultative  Committee  and 
Councillor  G.  Halbert,  Deputy  Chairman.  At  this  meeting  approval  was 
given  for  the  necessary  apparatus  to  be  obtained  and  for  suitable  sites  to 
be  selected  for  the  installation  of  these. 


The  Manchester  and  District  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee 
acts  as  agent  for  the  participating  local  authorities  and  recharges  the  costs 
of  the  scheme  on  the  basis  of  rateable  value. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  apparatus  had  been  installed  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  early  in  the  new  year  analyses  will  commence.  The 
following  authorities  are  participating  in  the  scheme:  — 


County  Borough  of 
Municipal  Boroughs 


Oldham  Urban 

of.  Middleton 
Prestwich'f 
Dukinfield  ^ 

\  Hyde 
Mossley 
Stalvbridge 
Swinton  & 

Pendlebury 


Districts  of  Whitefield 
Audenshaw 
»  Chadderton 
%  Crompton 
Denton 
Droylsden 
Fuilsworth 
■/  Lees 
v  Royton 


94 


Rodent  Control 

The  arrangements  for  Rodent  Control  continued  as  in  the  previous 
year.  The  consolidated  grant  of  50  per  cent  of  the  approved  net  expenditure 
incurred  by  the  local  authority  was  continued  under  Circular  N.S.21. 

The  Borough  continued  in  membership  with  the  Workable  Area 
Committee  on  Rodent  Control.  In  May  Councillor  Turner  and  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  were  appointed  as  representatives  of  the  Health 
Committee  to  serve  on  the  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  represents  the  Workable  Area  Committee 
No.  21  on  the  Regional  Consultative  Committee  which  co-ordinates  the 
work  of  the  Area  Committees  m  the  North-West  Region. 


Sewer  Maintenance  Treatments 

The  second  sewer  maintenance  treatment  for  the  financial  year  1949-50 
and  the  first  sewer  maintenance  treatment  for  the  year  1950-51  were 
carried  out  during  the  year  when  the  following  results  were  obtained:  — 


Number  of  manholes  . 

Number  of  manholes  baited  . 

Number  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take  . 

Number  of  manholes  showing  complete  pre-bait  take  ... 

Number  of  manholes  showing  poison  take  . 

Estimated  kill  . 


1949-50 

1950-51 

2,085 

2,085 

2,018 

2,047 

1,507 

1,463 

722 

1,002 

No  check 

1,176 

— 

9,146 

Baiting  was  carried  out  on  three  consecutive  days  and  on  the  fourth 
day  a  poisoned  bait  was  put  down.  The  bait  bases  were  sausage  rusk  and 
bread  mash  and  the  poisons  zinc  phosphide  and  arsenious  oxide. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

This  Act,  which  repealed  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919, 
and  strengthened  the  powers  of  local  authorities  in  rodent  control,  came 
into  operation  on  the  31st  March,  1950. 


During  the  year  638  complaints  of  rat  infestation  were  received  and 
the  results  of  investigations  made  were  as  follows  :  — 


Defective  drainage  . . 

Stray  rats  . . . 

Mice  . 


342 

60 

236 


Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Authorised  Inspector  under  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  and  during  the  year  twelve  visits  were  made 
under  the  Acts. 


On  the  21st  March  Oldham  was  declared  an  infected  area  on  account 
of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  which  had  been  confirmed  in  an  adjacent  area 
and  movement  of  cattle  was  restricted  accordingly.  The  restrictions  were 
withdrawn  on  4th  April. 
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The  following  Orders  were  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  were  made  with  a  view  to  creating 
eradication  areas  for  bovine  tuberculosis,  the  slaughter  of  reactors  to  the 
tuberculin  test  and  compensation  payable.  These  Orders  come  into 
operation  on  1st  January,  1951:  — 

The  Tuberculosis  (Area  Eradication)  Order,  1950. 

The  Tuberculosis  (Slaughter  of  Reactors)  Order,  1950. 

The  Tuberculosis  (Compensation)  Order,  1950. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

There  were  ten  samples  of  fertilisers  and  seven  samples  of  feeding 
stuffs  sent  for  examination  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 

Two  samples  of  feeding  stuffs  (barley)  were  found  to  be  heavily 
contaminated  with  superphosphate  and  not  fit  for  use  as  feeding  stuffs. 
The  samples  in  this  case  were  taken  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 
Instructions  were  issued  that  the  feeding  stuffs  in  this  case  were  not  to  be 
used  until  they  had  been  carefully  treated  so  as  to  remove  the  arsenical 
contamination.  This  was  subsequently  carried  out  and  a  further 
representative  sample  was  reported  satisfactory.. 

Two  samples  of  fertilisers  (basic  slag)  were  also  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory,  being  deficient  in  declared  phosphoric  acid  and  degree  of 
fineness.  This  case  was  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  but  they  were  unable  to  give  consent  to  proceedings  being 
instituted.  The  firm  concerned,  however,  gave  an  undertaking  that  they 
would  take  steps  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this  complaint. 
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SECTION  VII 

HOUSING 

Pre-War  Slum  Clearance 

One  family  affected  by  pre-war  slum  clearance  schemes  was  re-housed. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  two  families  were  still  awaiting  re-housing. 

The  demolition  of  properties  affected  by  outstanding  clearance  orders 
and  individual  unfit  houses  was  continued  and  four  houses  in  clearance 
areas  and  three  individual  unfit  houses  were  demolished  by  such  action. 

Other  Demolitions 

Information  was  received  with  regard  to  the  demolition  of  two  houses 
by  voluntary  action. 


Individual  Unfit  Houses 

It  was  found  necessary  to  represent  fourteen  houses.  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  eight  of  these  houses,  involving  the 
displacement  of  seven  families  (21  persons). 

An  undertaking  under  Section  11  (3)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  was 
accepted  in  respect  of  three  houses,  and  the  making  of  demolition  orders 
was  deferred  in  respect  of  another  three  houses. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  individual  unfit  houses  dealt  with 
during  the  years  1943  to  1950:  — 


Year 

Houses 

repre¬ 

sented 

No.  of 
families 

1 

No.  of 
persons 

Position  as  at  31st  Dec 

,  1950 

Houses 

Vacat’d 

Persons 

Rehoused 

T  otal 
No.  of 
persons 
await¬ 
ing  re- 
hous’g 

Houses 

Demol¬ 

ished 

Total 
No.  of 
Houses 
await¬ 
ing 

demol¬ 

ition 

By  Cor¬ 
pora¬ 
tion 

By  Own 
ar¬ 
range¬ 
ments 

1943  to 

1  945 

43 

32 

131 

43 

118 

13 

.... 

43 

•  *  • 

1946 

37 

47 

128 

30 

100 

18 

4 

32 

5 

1947 

48 

40 

109 

44 

89 

14 

0 

41 

7 

1948 

*40 

41 

153 

38 

130 

15 

8 

34 

5 

1949 

14 

15 

51 

12 

39 

4 

8 

1 

13 

1950 

14 

13 

30 

3 

12 

24 

. .'. 

8 

*  An  undertaking  under  Section  11(3)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  was 
accepted  in  respect  of  one  house. 


Overcrowding 

During  the  year  27  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered.  In 
thirteen  of  these  cases  it  was  found  to  be  deliberate  overcrowding. 
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Housing1  Act,  1949 

Under  the  Act  exchequer  assistance  can  be  given  to  local  authorities 
or  private  persons  who  carry  out  improvements  to  houses.  It  is  a  condition 
of  all  proposals  for  improvements  that:  — 

(i)  The  dwelling  must  provide  satisfactory  housing  accommodation 
for  a  period  of  not  less  than  thirty  years;  and 

(ii)  The  dwelling  must  conform  with  the  specified  requirements  with 
respect  to  their  construction  and  physical  condition  and  the 
provision  of  services  and  amenities. 

A  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  submitted  to 
the  Housing  Sub-Committee  but  none  was  allowed.  In  some  cases  the 
work  had  already  been  completed.  One  application  was  approved  and 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  it  was  over  the  limit  of  £600.  The 
Ministry  did  not  give  approval  so  it  was  refused. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 


The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  houses  inspected  and  the 
number  disinfested:  — 


Houses  inspected  . 

Corporation 
.  232 

Others 

254 

Found  infested  . 

.  9 

58 

Disinfested  by  H.C.N . 

. . .  4 

5 

Disinfested  by  spraying 
insecticide  . 

with  liquid 

137 

Removals  and  Disinfestation  of  Furniture 

/, 

The  Bedford  SOcwt.  van,  which  has  now  been  in  use  for  nearly  two 
years,  has  proved  entirely  satisfactory,  and  has  speeded  up  the  removal  of 
families  to  Corporation  houses,  thus  eliminating  the  delay  in  having  to 
wait  for  contractors.  This  is  reflected  in  the  speedy  re-letting  of  houses, 
and  the  consequent  reduction  in  rent  loss. 


During  the  year  the  furniture  of  66  families  was  disinfested  prior  to 
removal  to  Corporation  houses. 


Disinfection 

The  arrangements  for  disinfection  continued  as  in  previous  years. 
During  the  year  39,255  articles  were  disinfected  and  3,018  destroyed.  The 
total  number  of  houses  disinfected  was  844  and  4,319  rooms. 


r 
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SECTION  VIII 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Food  and  Drugs  Authorities  are  responsible  for  the  licensing  and 
supervision  of  pasteurising  and  sterilising  establishments  and  local 
authorities  for  the  registration,  supervision  and  licensing  of  persons  and 
premises  dealing  in  the  sale  as  distinct  from  the  production  of  milk. 

The  special  designations  which  may  now  be  used  in  relation  to  milk 
are:  — 

“  Tuberculin  Tested/’  “  Pasteurised.” 

“  Accredited.”  “  Sterilised.” 


The  designation  “  Accredited  ”  will  not  be  permitted  after  the  30th 
September,  1954.  From  this  date  the  only  special  designation  for  raw 
milk  will  be  “  Tuberculin  Tested.” 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 


On  the  31st  December  there  were  seven  premises  registered  as  dairies 
and  599  registered  distributors  of  milk  comprised  as  follows:  — 


) 


Number  of  distributors  producing  milk  in  the  Borough  .  18 

Number  of  distributors  producing  milk  outside  the  Borough  ...  74 
Number  of  distributors  with  dairy  premises  in  the  Borough  ...  7 
Number  of  distributors  with  dairy  premises  outside  the  Borough  7 

Number  of  other  distributors  .  5 

Number  of  shops  at  which  bottled  milk  only  is  sold  . .  488 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  licences  were  in  force  on  the  31st  December:  — 
(a)  To  use  the  designation  ‘‘Tuberculin  Tested”:  — 


^Producer’s  Licence  . 1 

Dealer’s  Licence  .  59 

^Supplementary  Licence  .  1 


(b)  To  use  the  designation  ‘‘Accredited”:  — 


*Producer’s  Licence  .  4 

Dealer’s  Licence  .  - 

^Supplementary  Licence  . 8 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949 

The  following  licences  were  in  force  on  the  31st  December:  — 

(a)  To  use  the  designation  “Pasteurised”:  — 


Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  Licence  .  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  .  106 

^Supplementary  Licence  . 4 

(b)  To  use  the  designation  “Sterilised”:  — 

Dealer’s  (Steriliser's)  Licence  . - 

Dealer’s  Licence  .  535 

^Supplementary  Licence  .  1 


*  These  licences  are  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
X  A  Supplementary  Licence  is  issued  to  persons  whose  premises  are  outside 
the  Borough  but  who  distribute  milk  within  the  Borough. 
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Examination  of  Milk  (Samples)  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

During  the  year  214  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  examination  for 
the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Unfortunately,  23  samples  (seventeen 
Ungraded,  one  Tuberculin  Tested,  and  five  Accedited)  had  to  be  disregarded 
as  the  guinea  pigs  injected  with  these  samples  died  from  an  acute  infection. 
Of  the  191  samples  reported  upon,  67  were  from  farms  within  the  Borough, 
two  (2.98  per  cent)  of  which  were  “positive”  and  124  were  from  milk 
produced  outside  the  Borough,  five  (4.03  per  cent)  being  “  positive.” 

On  receipt  of  a  “  positive  ”  report  the  name  and  address  of  the  milk 
producer  is  immediately  notified  to  the  appropriate  Divisional  Veterinary 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  to  the  Medical 
*  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  concerned  if  the  milk  was  produced  outside 
the  Borough. 

Following  investigations  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  two  cows  were 
removed  and  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 


The  following  table  details  the  191  samples  reported  upon:  — 


Class  of  Milk  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Absent  Present 

Ungraded  . 

165 

159 

6 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

7 

7 

_ 

Accredited  . 

19  j 

18 

1 

Totals  . 

j 

191 

I 

I 

184 

7 

• 

j 

In  the  following  cases  notice  was  served  under  Regulation  20  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  making  the  sale  of  milk  used  for  human 
consumption  or  in  the  manufacture  of  products  for  human  consumption, 
conditional  upon  it  being  subjected  to  satisfactory  heat  treatment:  — 

Sample  No.  T/85  This  milk  was  from  a  farm  in  Saddleworth.  The 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  notified  and 
following  an  examination  by  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Inspector  with  negative  results,  a 
notice  was  served  on  the  10th  July  and  withdrawn 
on  the  5th  September. 

Sample  No.  T/170  This  milk  was  from  a  farm  in  Limehurst. 

Following  a  negative  report  by  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Inspector,  a  notice  was  served  on  the 
9th  December  and  withdrawn  on  the  12th  March, 
1951.  The  farmer  subsequently  submitted  a 
claim  to  the  Department  for  £54  2s.  5d.,  but  this 
was  reduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to 
£26  4s.  5d. 
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Milk  Samples  Taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination 
There  were  nine  samples  taken  with  the  following  results:  — 


Class  of 

No.  of 

Coliform  Bacilli 

Methylene  Blue 

Milk 

Samples 

in  0.01 

Millilitre 

Test 

Sample 

Taken 

Absent 

Present 

Passed 

Failed 

Ungraded  . 

7 

3 

2 

2 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Totals  . 

9 

3 

2 

t 

4 

— 

M ilk  Samples  Taken  for  Phosphatase  and 

Methylene 

Blue  Test 

Regular  samples  are 

taken 

of  Pasteurised 

milk  which 

come 

into  the 

Borough  and  of  milk  which  is  pasteurised  in  the  Borough. 

Samples  of  the 

milk  supplied  under  the  ; 

Milk'  in 

Schools 

Scheme 

are  taken  monthly. 

The  following  table  details  the  samples  taken  :  — 

Phosphatase  Test 

Methylene  Blue 

Test 

Class  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Milk 

samples 

samples 

Sample 

taken 

Passed 

Failed 

taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised  . 

146 

144 

2 

120 

113 

7 

T.T./Pasteurised  . 

6 

6 

— 

6 

6 

— 

Totals  . 

152 

150 

2 

— r 1 

126 

119 

7 

The  samples  which 

failed 

to  pass  the 

tests  were  followed  up 

immediately,  and  in  the 

case  of 

plants 

outside 

the  Boroug 

h,  the 

Medical 

Officer  of  Health  and  the  firm  concerned  are  notified.  Subsequent 
follow-up  tests  were  in  all  cases  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Milk  Samples  for  Turbidity  Test 

There  were  seven  samples  of  sterilised  milk  taken.  All  were  reported 
as  satisfying  the  test. 

Milk  Production  in  the  Borough 

At  the  end  of  the  year  23  farms  with  407  cows  were  producing  milk 
in  the  Borough.  There  were  four  farms  with  “  Accredited  ”  licences  and  one 
farm  with  a  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  licence.  ^ 

ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  the  control  over  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice 
cream  was  maintained  and  188  visits  were  paid  to  registered  premises. 

On  the  31st  December  there  were  215  premises  registered  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  sale,  manufacture  or  storage  of 
ice  cream.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  premises  registered:  — 


(a)  For  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  .  10 

(b)  For  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  .  201 

(c)  For  sale  of  loose  and  pre-packed  ice  cream  .  4 


Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  &c.)  Regulations,  1947  and  1948 

There  are  seven  large  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  Borough  and 
three  firms  who  use  a  “  complete  cold  mix.”  All  the  firms  have  complied 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  and  are  fully  alive  to  the 
importance  of  producing  a  product  which  is  prepared  and  stored  under 
strict  hygienic  conditions. 
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Bacteriological  Examination 

There  is  no  statutory  bacteriological  standard  of  cleanliness  for  ice 
cream,  but  a  form  of  methylene  blue  test  has  been  adapted  for  ice  cream 
and  the  result  is  classified  in  one  of  four  grades.  Ice  cream  which 
consistently  fails  to  reach  Grades  I  or  II  is  to  be  regarded  as  indicating 
defects  of  manufacture  or  of  handling,  which  call  for  further  investigation. 

There  were  23  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  for  the  methylene  blue 
grading  test  with  the  following  results:  — 

Grade  I  ., 

Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 

In  the  case  of  the  Grade  IV  sample,  the  attention  of  the  supplier  was 
drawn  to  the  result  of  the  test  and  subsequent  samples  from  this  firm  have 
been  satisfactory. 

Standard  for  Ice  Cream 

The  question  of  a  standard  for  ice  cream  again  received  considerable 
attention,  and  in  July  the  Ministry  of  Food  authorised  publication  of  a 
recommendation  of  the  Food  Standards  Committee  that  an  interim  standard 
of  composition  be  established  for  ice  cream  of  5  per  cent  fat,  10  per  cent 
sugar,  and  7 l  per  cent  milk  solids  other  than  fat.  The  Committee  agreed 
that  this  was  the  best  standard  that  could  be  introduced  in  the  present 
circumstances,  but  considered  it  should  be  progressively  improved  as  ^ 
supplies  of  ingredients  become  more  plentiful.  The  Committee  also 
considered  that  in  the  long  term  the  description  "ice  cream”  should  be 
restricted  to  a  dairy  preparation  containing  a  high  proportion  of  milk 
solids.  Interested  parties  were  afforded  an  opportunity  of  making  any 
representations  before  the  recommendation  was  further  considered. 

During  the  year  24  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  the  fat 
content.  Only  two  were  found  to  have  a  minimum  fat  content  of  less  than 


21  per  cent :  — 

No.  of 

Percentage  Samples 

Less  than  2.5  .  2 

2.5  . 3 

Over  2.5  to  5.00  .  4 

Over  5.00  to  10.00  .  11 

Over  10.00  .  4 


The  two  samples  with  less  than  2.5  per  cent  fat  content  were  from  the 
same  supplier,  who  was  advised  accordingly.  The  Ministry  of  Food  were 
notified  of  the  results  of  these  samples.  Subsequent  samples  from  this  firm 
have  been  satisfactory. 


19 

3 

Nil 

1 


.Merit  Inspection 

One  slaughterhouse  remained  in  use  throughout  the  year  and  an 
additional  slaughterhouse  was  opened  during  the  year  to  meet  the 
increasing  demand  for  home  killed  meat  and  also  to  enable  alterations  to  be 
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carried  out  at  the  permanent  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse.  The 
alterations  consisted  of  the  provision  of  a  condemned  meat  room  and  office 
accommodation  for  the  meat  inspectors,  together  with  additional  hanging 
space  and  rails  to  facilitate  cooling  of  meat.  In  addition  separate  lavatory 
accommodation  and  washing  facilities  were  provided  for  the  slaughtermen. 

Number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  during  the  year,  together  with 
the  amount  of  meat  condemned:  — 


Beasts  &  Cows 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Total 

No.  killed 

5,256  4,206 

29,297 

;  00  j 

^1  ! 

2.808 

42,354 

Weight 

6,019,935  lhs. 

1,579,539  lbs. 

171,710  lbs. 

169,101  lbs. 

7,940,285  lbs. 

Weight 

condemned 

208,036  lbs. 

1 ,935  lbs. 

3,413  lbs. 

2,393  lbs. 

21,5777  lbs. 

Percentage 

condemned 

3.456% 

0.122% 

1.988% 

1.415% 

2.717% 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

5,250 

4,206 

2,806 

29,297 

787 

Number  inspected  ... 

5,256 

4,206 

2,806 

29,297 

787 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis — 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

2 

21 

34 

27 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,044 

1,781 

1 

409 

38 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis- 

19.901 

42.844 

1.247 

1.488 

5.845 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

15 

103 

15 

•  »  • 

o 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

540 

1,732 

•  «  . 

•  .  * 

41 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

10.559 

43.627 

0.534 

5.464 

Congenital  tuberculosis  was  found  „in  eight  calves  and  reports  were 
forwarded  to  the  appropriate  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  As  a  result,  two  dams  of  the  calves 
were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938;  four  dams  were 
traced  and  found  to  be  “  not  amenable  to  the  Order  ”  and  in  the  remaining 
two  cases  there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  for  action  to  be  taken. 
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* 

The  following  figures  show  the  percentage  of  cows  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  for  the  years  1917-1950:  — 

Cow  Percentage 

Carcases  affected  with 

Examined  Tuberculosis 

1947  . . .  2755  44.68 

1948  . . .  2771  '  44.02 

1949  . .  3160  -  49.62 

1950  . . .  4206  43.62 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  destroyed  was:  — 

For  Tuberculosis  . 138,5821bs. 

For  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  .  77,1951bs. 

Summary  of  Diseased  and  Unsound  Food  Destroyed  During  1950 

lbs. 

Cattle  (141  whole  carcases)  .  81,616 

Sheep  (27  whole  carcases)  .  962 

Pigs  (10  whole  carcases)  .  1,906 

Calves  (49  whole  carcases)  .  2,386 

Parts  of  Carcases  and  Offal 

(5,586  Cattle,  Sheep,  Pigs  and  Calves)  .  128,907 

Preserved  Food  .  9,2534 

Beef  . 2,854 

Fish  .  864 

Cereals  . . . ; .  470 

Trotters  .  448 

Fruit  . 437 

Pork  . 433 

Tripe  . . 360 

Bacon  and  Ham  .  3314 

Vegetables  .  210 

Butter  and  Margarine  . 1304 

Cooked  Meats  . . ' .  54?, 

Lamb  .  44 

Gelatine  .  244 

Liver  .  21 

Chocolate  and  Sweets  .  20?. 

Cake  .  18? 

Cheese  . 17 4 

Pork  Sausage  . 4 


Total  . . .  231,7731bs. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

There  were  five  new  licences  and  nine  renewal  licences  granted  during 
the  year. 

Horseflesh 

There  are  two  shops  in  the  Borough  for  the  sale  of  horseflesh. 
Arrangements  for  slaughtering  and  inspection  continued  as  in  the  previous 
year. 
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I  OOI)  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
Clean  Food 

in  January,  the  Health  Committee  passed  a  formal  resolution  adopting 
the  Model  Bye-laws  (Series  1)  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  bye-laws  were  subsequently  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  and  came  into  operation  on  the  30th  May.  The  bye-laws  were 
adopted  without  any  amendments  or  additions  and  are  of  great  assistance 
to  the  Department  in  maintaining  and  improving  the  hygienic  handling  of 
foodstuffs.  Considerable  attention  was  given  to  the  inspection  and 
supervision  of  food  preparation  premises  and  602  visits  were  paid  by  the 
inspectors.  As  a  result  of  such  visits  many  improvements  were  effected 
to  bring  the  premises  up  to  the  standards  required  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act. 

Contamination  of  Food 

During  the  year  a  complaint  was  received  of  a  loaf  of  bread  containing 
a  dead  cockroach.  The  loaf  was  from  a  bakery  in  one  of  the  adjacent 
districts.  Following  an  inspection  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  area 
concerned,  a  letter  of  warning  was  sent  to  the  firm. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Section  13 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year  against  the 
proprietor  of  a  local  bakery  for  unsatisfactory  and  unhygienic  conditions 
found  in  the  bakehouse.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  the 
sum  of  £5  Os.  Od.  on  each  of  six  summonses. 

Public  House  Survey 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  survey  was  commenced  of  all  public 
houses  in  the  Borough  with  special  reference  to  the  cleansing  and  sterilising 
of  glasses.  In  addition,  inquiries  were  made  with  regard  to  filters,  beer 
engines  and  pipes,  storage  of  beer  and  disposal  of  slop  beer,  sanitary 
accommodation  and  catering  facilities.  The  survey  was  incomplete  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Report  of  the  Public  Analyst 

Mr.  S.  Ernest  Melling,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  Borough  Analyst,  has  kindly 
furnished  the  following  report:  — 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that,  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1950,  381  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted  for  analysis 
under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 

The  samples  comprised  334  milks,  24  ice  creams,  4  each  of  preserves 
(jam  or  marmalade)  and  cake,  2  of  tinned  potatoes,  1  each  of  dried  egg 
and  cake  cream,  and  11  miscellaneous  samples  of  food  adjuncts. 

The  total  number  of  samples  returned  as  adulterated  or  of  non-standard 
quality  was  19,  equivalent  to  4.9  per  cent  of  the  total  submitted.  All  these 
samples  were  milk  and  represent  5.7  per  cent  of  the  supply— figures  which 
compare  unfavourably  with  the  previous  year’s  record  as  the  extent  of 
adulteration  in  the  latter  was  just  over  3.1  per  cent. 

Ten  of  the  foregoing  samples  were  more  or  less  deficient  in  fat.  One 
was  a  Channel  Islands  (Jersey)  product  which,  according  to  the  Milk 
(Control  and  Maximum  Prices)  (Great  Britain)  Order,  1947,  should  contain 
not  less  than  4  per  cent  of  fat,  and  as  such  content  was  only  3.39  per  cent 
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it  was,  therefore,  deficient  to  the  extent  of  15.2  per  cent.  The  remaining 
nine  fell  short  by  from  3.3  per  cent  to  20  per  cent  of  cream,  and  of  thejse 
one  was  milk  taken  on  “  appeal  to  cow  ”  and  showed  only  2.6  per  cent  of 
fat;  hence  the  two  related  samples  (2.6  per  cent  and  2.7  per  cent)  were 
necessarily  regarded  as  legally  genuine.  With  fluctuating  compositional 
value  (due  to  a  variety  of  causes)  it  is  often  a*  most  difficult  matter  to 
assess  the  genuineness  or  otherwise  of  milk  when  found  to  fall  below  the 
Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939,  minimum  fat  content  required  (3.0  per  cent) 
and  if  any  sub-normal  sample  is  discovered  it  remains  within  the  Medical 
Officer’s  discretion,  in  collaboration  with  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  to 
decide  whether  the  matter  should  be  followed  by  the  taking  of  “  delivery  ” 
or  “appeal”  sample(s)  before  legal  proceedings  are  in  contemplation. 

With  regard,  however,  to  milk  which  has  suffered  more  or  less  dilution 
with  water  the  procedure  is  different  and  the  ultimate  findings  are  reliable 
and  conclusive.  This  is  well  illustrated  in  the  nine  samples  containing 
added  water  to  the  extent  of  from  4.2  per  cent  to  12.2  per  cent,  details  of 
which  are  set  out  in  the  following  table,  accompanied  by  the  data  obtained 
on  the  respective  “  appeal  to  cow  ”  samples :  — 


Percentage  of  added 
water  based  on: 
Average  of 


Percentage 

Appeals 

Non- 

Freezing 

Sale  of 

Non- 

Fatty 

Point 

Milk 

Freezing  Fatty 

No.  History 

Fat 

Solids 

(Hortvet) 

Regs. 

Point  Solids 

64  As  vended  ... 

2.59 

7.46 

— 0.467CC 

12.2 

12.7  13.7 

65  Ditto  . 

2.82 

7.68 

—  0.467CC 

9.6 

12.6  11.2 

66  Ditto  . 

2.64 

7.53 

—  0.467CC 

11.4 

12.7  12.9 

67  Appeal  to  cow 

re  64  . 

3.29 

8.60 

— 0.542CC 

genuine 

68  Ditto  re  65  ... 

3.23 

8.63 

—  0.545CC 

genuine 

69  Ditto  re  66  ... 

3.44 

8.73 

—  0.545CC 

genuine 

306  As  vended  ... 

3.47 

7.85 

— 0.487CC 

7.6 

10.1  8.6 

322  Course  of 

delivery  re 

306  . 

3.65 

8.65 

— 0.547CC 

genuine 

323  Ditto  . 

2.97 

7.81 

—  0.505CC 

8.1 

7.3  9.0 

*324  Ditto  . 

3.34 

7.60 

—  0.486CC 

10.5 

19.4  11.5 

326  Appeal  to  cow 

- 

'  re  306  . 

4.00 

8.55 

—  0.552^C 

genuine 

327  Ditto  . 

4.25 

8.71 

—  0.557‘C 

genuine 

328  Ditto  . 

3.65 

8.57 

— 0.544°C 

genuine 

329  Ditto  . 

4.20 

8.52 

—  0.548°C 

genuine 

314  As  vended  ... 

3.86 

8.14 

— 0.504CC 

4.2 

8.1  8.7  ' 

320  Course  of 

delivery  re 

314  . 

3.77 

8.03 

—  0.500‘C 

5.5 

8.7  10.0 

321  Ditto  . 

3.89 

8.13 

—  0.505CC 

4.3 

7.9  8.8 

325  Appeal  to  cow 

re  314  . 

4.20 

9.00 

— 0.556°C 

genuine 

330  Ditto  . 

4.00 

8.85 

—  0.555CC 

genuine 

4  ■  V 
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With  the  exception  of  the  nineteen  samples  referred  to  above,  the  milks 
were  all  of  good  quality  and  freedom  from ,  preservatives  and  artificial 
colouring  matter  was  maintained  throughout. 

In  1950  there  was  no  enactment  by  which  the  compositional  value  of 
ice  cream  could  be  enforced,  although  following  an  agreement  between 
manufacturers  and  the  Ministry  of  Food  additional  supplies  of  sugar  and 
fats  were  available  for  manufacturers  providing  their  products  contained  a 
minimum  of  2.5  per  cent  of  fat.  All  except  two  samples  reached  this  agreed 
“  standard,”  the  exceptions  containing  only  1.8  per  cent  and  2.2  per  cent  of 
fat  respectively. 

«• 

Samples  of  cream  cake  (and  the  cream  used  in  the  cake),  tinned 
potatoes  and  dried  egg  were  examined  following  complaints  about  these 
foods,  but  in  no  case  was  anything  objectionable  or  abnormal  found.  In 
particular,  the  tinned  potatoes,  drawn  from  stock  at  a  hospital,  were 
objected  to  on  organoleptic  grounds-  and  subjective  tests  varied  in  respect 
of  odour  and  taste.  None  of  the  unopened  tins  were  found  to  be  “  blown  ” 
and  the  contents  were  apparently  fresh  and  normal  in  all  respects.  The 
texture  of  the  tuber  (after  separation)  was  firm  on  boiling  with 
Manchester  tap  water,  and  the  flavour  was  quite  agreeable.  Tin  and  other 
metallic  contaminants  were  absent,  as,  also,  were  lactose-fermenting 
organisms.  A  sample  of  brandy  (labelled  French  Brandy,  70  per  cent 
Proof)  was  of  29.2°  U.P.  strength  (i.e.,  70.8  Proof  Spirit)  and  contained 
0.56  per  cent  of  extractive  matter.  Expressed  on  the  content  of  absolute 
alcohol  by  volume,  the  volatile  principles  of  acidity  (in  terms  of  acetic  acid) 
and  compound  esters  (as  ethyl  acetate)  amounted  to  47  and  113  parts  per 
100,000  respectively.  As  far  as  chemical  analysis  could  decide,  the  results 
were  consistent  with  the  genuine  spirit. 

All  the  remaining  samples  examined  were  of  the  required  degree  of 
commercial  purity  and  devoid  of  objectionable  metallic  contamination  and 
finally  one  can  highly  commend  the  general  quality  of  food  and  food 
adjuncts  vended  in  the  Borough.” 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938— Section  3 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  three  vendors  in  connection 
with  the  following  five  samples:  — 


Sample 

No. 

Article 

Results  of  Analysis 

Results  of 
Proceedings 

04 

Milk 

12.2%  Added  Water”' 

Fined  /13  Os.  Od. 

65 

Milk 

9.0%  Added  Water 

and  Analyst’s  Fee 

00 

Milk 

11.4%  Added  Water  ^ 

of  /0  6s.  Od. 

306 

Milk 

7.0%  Added  Water 

« 

Fined  /5  Os.  Od. 
and  Analyst’s  Fee 
of  £1  1  Is.  6d. 

314 

Milk 

4.2%  Added  Water 

/U  J 

‘-V 

Fined  Ar>  Os.  Od. 
and  Analyst’s  fee 
of  £1  11s.  Od. 
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SECTION  IX 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1048 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care 
and  attention  (Section  47) 

The  Welfare  Services  Committee  exercise  all  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Council  under  the  Act.  These  duties  include  action  under  Section  47. 

Delay  had  been  experienced  by  having  to  await  Council  confirmation 
of  any  action  taken  by  the  Committee  under  this  Section  and  to  avoid  such 
delay,  the  Council  in  April  approved  the  following  resolution  of  the  Welfare 
Services  Committee :  — 

“  That  a  Sub-Committee  consisting  of  the  Chairmen  and  Deputy 
Chairmen  of  the  Welfare  Services  Committee,  the  Accommodation 
Sub-Committee  and  the  Handicapped #  Persons’  Welfare  Sub¬ 
committee  and  Mrs.  Fletcher,  be  appointed  a  special  Committee 
under  Section  85  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  and  that  all  the 
powers  of  the  local  authority  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  be  delegated  to  the  said  Sub-Committee,  their 
proceedings  being  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Welfare 
Services  Committee  and  the  Council  from  time  to  time.” 

It  was  necessary  to  take  action  in  the  following  two  cases:  — 

(i)  Case  3/50. — A  male,  aged  69  years,  living  in  one  room  of  a 
house  scheduled  for  demolition,  was  in  a  filthy  condition,  being 
unkempt  and  verminous.  Every  effort  was  made  to  persuade  him  to 
enter  Part  III  Accommodation  at  the  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital  Annexe  but  he  would  not  agree.  Following  a  report  to  the 
Special  Sub-Committee  an  Order  was  obtained  from  the  Court  for 
his  removal  to  this  accommodation  for  a  period  of  three  months. 
Prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  Order  he  consented  to  remain  voluntarily 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  still  in  this  accommodation. 

(ii)  Case  4/50. — A  female,  aged  82  years,  who  was  blind  and  deaf 
and  very  dirty  in  her  habits  and  person,  was  living  in  a  back-to-back 
house  which  was  verminous.  She  would  not  agree  to  enter  Part  III 
Accommodation.  Following  a  report  to  the  Special  Sub-Committee  t 
an  Order  was  obtained  for  her  removal  for  a  period  of  three  months,  j 
Prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  Order  she  was  unwilling  to  remain  and 

-  again  an  Order  had  to  be  obtained  detaining  her  for  a  further  period 
of  three  months.  At  the  end  of  the  year  this  Order  had  not  expired 
and  she  was  still  detained  in  Part  III  Accommodation  at  the  Boundary 
Park  General  Hospital  Annexe. 

The  following  two  cases  which  were  not  taken  to  Court  illustrate  the 
difficulty  of  taking  action  under  Section  47  and  the  need  for  revised 
legislation  to  hasten  procedure:  — 

Cases  1/50  and  2/50. — These  were  husband  and  wife,  aged  76 
and  79  respectively.  Both  were  aged  and  infirm  and  living  in 
extremely  filthy  conditions.  It  was  felt  that  action  should  be  taken 
under  Section  47  and  the  circumstances  were  reported  to  the  Welfare 
Services  Committee.  The  Committee  decided  to  warn  the  couple  that 
unless  they  improved  their  habits  and  the  conditions  under  which  they 


lived,  an  application  would  be  made  to  the  Court  ordering  their 
removal  to  suitable  accommodation.  Following  this  warning 
conditions  improved  for  a  time,  but  soon  deteriorated  and  the 
circumstances  were  again  reported  to  the  Committee.  The 
Committee  agreed  that  application  for  a  Court  Order  should  be  made 
but  before  the  necessary  formalities  could  be  completed  the  husband 
sustained  injuries  as  a  result  of  a  fall.  He  was  taken  to  the  Oldham 
Royal  Infirmary  by  the  Police  and  subsequently  transferred  to  the 
Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  Annexe.  The  wife,  whose  condition 
had  deteriorated,  agreed  to  go  into  hospital.  They  both  died  in  the 
Annexe  within  a  few  weeks  of  admission. 

Hostels  for  Aged  Persons 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  (Mr.  H.  Wrigley)  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information:- — 

The  following  accommodation  was  available  for  aged  persons  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year:  — 

Greenacres  Dodge,  Greenacres  Road,  Oldham. 

Residential  Home  for  36  women. 

“  Wcstlands,”  Grange  Avenue,  Oldham. 

Residential  Home  for  31  men. 

* 

“  The  Hollies,”  Frederick  Street,  Oldham. 

Residential  Home  for  30  men. 

Stamford  House,  Lees  New  Road,  Lees. 

Residential  Home  for  15  women. 

Manchester  and  Salford  Family  Service  Unit 

Following  discussions  which  took  place  during  1949,  an  agreement  was 
entered  into  with  the  Manchester  and  Salford  Family  Service  Unit  for 
their  service  to  be  extended  to  the  Oldham  County  Borough  for  an 
experimental  period  of  two  years  commencing  in  December,  1949.  The 
agreement  allowed  for  the  equivalent  of  one  Case  Worker  to  be  allocated 
to  the  Oldham  area  and  for  the  Corporation  to  make  an  annual  grant  of 
£500  to  the  Family  Service  Unit,  this  payment  to  be  divided  equally  (£125 
each)  between  the  Health,  Housing,  Children’s  and  Welfare  Services 
Committees,  as  most  problem  families  in  one  way  or  another  touch  upon 
the  responsibilities  of  these  Committees. 

The  Unit  seconded  one  of  their  workers  to  Oldham  and  the  Housing 
Manager  has  been  appointed  the  Liaison  or  Co-ordinating  Officer.  Any 
case  which  is  thought  to  be  suitable  for  supervision  by  the  Family  Service 
Unit  is  referred  to  the  Housing  Manager  by  the  Head  of  the  Department 
concerned.  All  families  referred  to  the  Unit  are  what  the  term  implies 
“  Problem  ”  families.  It  is  impossible  for  any  officer  of  the  staff  to  devote 
to  these  families  the  concentrated  attention  that  is  so  necessary.  The  Case 
Worker  supervises  fifteen  to  twenty  cases  or  families  at  one  time  and 
usually  the  type  of  family  with  which  the  Unit  deals  needs  a  minimum 
period  of  two  years’  visiting  before  sufficient  improvement  can  be  expected 
to  allow  the  case  to  be  closed.  Some  cases  need  a  much  longer  period  of 
visiting  before  they  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 
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The  experiment  is  proving  worth  while  and  the  Unit,  in  order  to 
rehabilitate  these  families,  has  provided  holidays,  clothing  and.  other 
benefits  to  some  of  these  families.  They  have  also  been  successful  in 
persuading  parents  to  seek  medical  treatment  for  members  of  the  family 
when  this  has  been  refused  or  ignored. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS — CORPORATION  EMPLOYEES 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Department  undertook  medical 
examinations  for  the  various  Corporation  Departments  as  follows:  — 


Disability 

Department  Entrants  Pensions 

Special 

Exam. 

Total 

Baths  &  Wash-houses  . 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Surveyor’s  &  Buildings  . 

36 

0 

0 

36 

Borough  Treasurer’s  . 

10 

0 

0 

10 

Children’s  . . . 

3 

0 

1 

4 

Cleansing  &  Transport  . 

26 

2 

0 

28 

Education  . . . . . 

31 

0 

2 

33 

Fire  Brigade  . 

1 

0  - 

0 

1 

Housing  . . . 

9 

0 

0 

9 

Libraries  . . . 

7 

1 

0 

8 

Markets  . 

-  0 

0 

0 

0 

Public  Health  . . . . 

106 

0 

42 

148 

Parks  &  Cemeteries  . 

19 

0 

3 

22 

Passenger  Transport  . 

181 

9 

0 

190 

Police  . . . 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Local  Registrar’s  . . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Catering  . . . 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Sewerage  . 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Street  Lighting  . * . 

4 

0 

0 

4 

Town  Clerk’s  . 

5 

0 

0 

5 

Town  Hall  . . . 

1  * 

0 

0 

1 

Waterworks  . 

7 

0 

0 

7 

i 

Welfare  Services  . . . ■ 

9 

0 

0 

9 

462 

14 

48 

524 

Other 

Transport — Road  Traffic 

Examinations 

Acts  . 

67 

— -Spouse  Allowance  . 

1 

Waterworks — Entrants  .. 

6 

Education  Teachers  . 

96 

For  other  Authorities  ... 

2 

■» 

X-rays  taken  . 

• 

Total 

- —  172 

696 

5 

Number  of  Persons  referred  to 

Consultants 

13 

Pathological  Examinations  . 

23 

There  were  six  samples  of  blood  for  Widal  tests  and  six  samples  of 
faeces  taken  from  employees  of  the  Waterworks  Department. 
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BOROUGH  CORONER’S  REPORT  FOR-  1950 

The  deaths  reported  to  the  Coroner  during  the  year  1950  were  263  (139 
males,  124  females). 

Of  this  total,  26  were  lunatics  and  mental  defectives  in  institutions. 

In  93  of  the  cases  reported,  the  deaths  were  investigated  by  the 
Coroner  but  no  inquests  held. 

There  were  170  inquests  held  (95  males  and  75  females). 

Of  the  170  inquests,  43  were  held  with  a  jury. 

There  were  150  post-mortem  examinations  in  forty  of  which  no  inquest 
was  bold.  The  expenses  of  the  inquests  amounted  to  £618  4s.  4d. 

The  verdicts  returned  were:  — 

Suicides  17  (7  males,  10  females). 

Accident  or  misadventure  73  (36  males,  37  females). 

Natural  causes  72  (49  males,  23  females). 

Open  verdicts  5  (3  males,  2  females). 

Want,  exposure,  etc.,  2  females. 

The  ages  of  the  seventeen  suicides  were  as  follows:  — 


Between  30  and  40  years  of  age  .  1  ' 

Between  40  and  50  years  of  age  . ... . . .  1 

Between  50  and  60  years  of  age  .  6 

60  years  and  over  .  9 

The  types  of  suicides  were  :  — 

Gassing  .  10 

Hanging  . 2 

Drinking  Ammonia  .  1 

Cut  Throat  .  2 

Overdose  of  sleeping  tablets  .  2 


There  was  one  inquest  on  an  infant  suffocated  whilst  in  bed  with  her 
parents. 

There  was  one  inquest  on  a  newly-born  child. 

There  was  one  case  adjourned  under  Section  20  of  the  Coroner’s 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926,  and  not  resumed  where  a  person  was  subsequently 
found  guilty  of  murder. 

In  1949  there  were  250  deaths  reported;  14  8  inquests  were  held;  and 
the  expenses  were  £531  Is.  lOd. 
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